iy |

~-BELGAPOST

IS 0269 2759

—
Volume10No. 3

The Journal of the
SEPTEMBER, 1997 Belgian Study Circle

?/"T

et

N

\\\S}__‘*—::
N

\\ \\\\\\~&“\ \\\\\

G
a= = i
- A=
/_"/; :
A\ - »
=~ i =
N SRR
3 o : y
=
s <1

17

 GMONTENEZ




BELGIAN STUDY CIRCLE

Founded

To Promote the Study of the Posta

1947

History and Stamps of Belgium

(Twinned with the Phila-Club Flemalle)

PRESIDENT

S. J. Andrews
37 Barton Lodge Road
Birmingham
B28 ORL

Tel. 0121 744 7015

SECRETARY
C. Howe
88 Willow Close
Patchway
Bristol
BS12 550
Tel. 0117 9470288

CHAIRMAN
K. Carpenter
54 Falstone Road
Sutton Coldfield
West Midlands
B73 6PJ
Tel. 0121 354 8004

PACKET SECRETARY
A. D. Geake
12 Tappers Close
Topsham
Devon
EX3 0DG
Tel. 01392 877662

TREASURER
R. T. Harrison
8 Grange Meadow
Banstead
Surrey
SM7 3RD
Tel. 01737 356266

VICE CHAIRMAN
J. Bruwier
Rue Marconi 19
B4100
Seraing
Belgium
Tel. 04 336 7531

'BELGAPOST' EDITOR
S. J. Andrews
37 Barton Lodge Road
Birmingham
B28 ORL

Tel. 0121 744 7015

When writing to an officer of the Circle, please do not mention the name of the Circle in the address. Requests
for information should be accompanied by a stamped addressed envelope.




IS 0269 2759

~BELGAPOST
VYolume1ONo. 3

The Journal of the
Belgian Study Circle

SEPTEMBER, 1997

CONTENTS

EDITORIAL .. .. .. .. .. . .. 79
CHAIRMAN'S NOTES L 79
TREASURER'S NOTES .. .. .. .. .. . 79
MEMBER NEWS .. .. L 80
IMPORTANT NOTICE - 11th OCTOBER, 1997 .. .. .. 80
CHARLEROI 1997 .. .. e 81
MIDPEX COVENTRY 28th JUNE, 1997 .. .. .. .. 83
AMENDMENT TO CIRCLE CALENDAR 1998 .. .. . 83
POST OFFICE NEW ISSUES 1998 .. .. .. .. . 84
NEW MEMBER - RALPH YORIO .. .. .. . . 84
MEMBERSHIP LIST 1997 ... .. . 84
RAILWAY PARCEL CANCELS OF COMPANIES .. .. .. 85
ORVAL ABBEY .. . T, 87
THE MONTENEZ ISSUES (PART 3) L 91
CHARLES WIENER'S ESSAYS 1866 B 98
ALLEMAGNE-DUITSCHLAND OVERPRINTS .. .. . 99
ORIGINS OF THE TIN-HAT DESIGN .. .. .. . 102
FOR SALE - WATERLOW ARCHIVE SHEETS .. .. .. 105

THE POST IN BELGIUM PRIOR TO 1849 (PART 2) .. .. 106

i

L e ——— ——————————— — — — -~ —ll




BELGAPOST Volume 710 No.3
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SEPTEMBER, 1997

EDITORIAL

It had been intended to complete the articles on the Montenez issues in this Volume (No. 10)
but, owing to personal problems this year, the details of the Large Montenez issue will now -
appear in the next volume.

The Circle’s 50th Anniversary has gome very well so far and this issue of "BELGAPOST" is
planned to appear in September during the Leamington weekend meeting - this should be a
good meeting for all those members who are able to attend.

Yeour Editor hopes that he will be able to do more work for "BELGAPGST" in the coming
months.

CHAIRMAN'S NOTES

As a separate report covers Midpex fairly comprehensively elsewhere in this issue, I will only
add a few additional notes. I was very pleased to see so many officers of the ABPS present,
also several members of the Royai.

Before lunch there was a seminar for all the participating specialist societies, which I
attended. This was chaired by Michael Elliott, ABPS Chairman. He gave a brief review of
current ABPS proposals for the future, and introduced a National and Specialist Society
Handbook, which has just been published and is being distributed to all societies. This lists
field of interest, officers and also any society publications. Most of the remainder of the
meeting was devoted to recruitment, with a good response from the floor. The need for
local clubs was emphasised as it was from these societies that most specialists graduated.

Looking forward to Leamington, for which arrangements are well in hand. Once again I am
being sadistic and preparing a fun!? quiz.

Next year's meeting in Chester is another event to look forward to as it is a town of great
interest. In the meantime, we look forward to seeing as many members as possible at our
forthcoming series of meetings.

T KEN CARPENTER

TREASURER'S NOTES

Generally speaking, our finances are sound and with the exception of four members, all
~subscriptions have been received for 1997/98.

After the auction at Leamington, our next sale will be in January 1998, and it is hoped to
include a balanced range of material. A useful batch of postal history has recently been
received but any member wishing to include material should contact me in good time as
listing starts well in advance of the circulation date (December).

REG HARRISON
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MEMBER NEWS

We have recently heard of the death of Philip Fulford who joined the Circle in 1981, and
extend our sympathy to his family.

Our South African member, Leslie Sackstein, was recently in London on business and was
able to fit in a visit to Charleroi and to Brussels. He is pursuing his Tin Hats collection and
hopefully found more in Brussels to add to his studies than at the Exhibition.

Aside from philatelic news, Reg Harrison has become a grandfather for the second time. His
daughter, Lorna, has recently given birth to Sarah Elizabeth, sister to Rachel. Mother,
offspring and grandfather are all doing well!

Among competitors at CAROLOPHILEX 97 were:

Gaston Jorquera with his entry "The 10 Centimes of the 1869 Issue”. This contained a wide
ranging survey of this important stamp which is useful to students of both stamps and postal
history. Included were details of printings and usage, together with a selection of the
various cancellations available - losange of dots, double circles, single circles TPOs, etc. both
on and off covers. Gaston was awarded a Large Silver Gilt and is now considering further
competitions in the future.

Marc Lebrun had an entry in the Traditional Philately class entitled "Medallions 1849-1866".
His display covered the genesis of this important stamp and concentrated on its printing,
watermarks, plating, perforating, shades and varieties. Many good pieces were shown
including a fine strip of 10 COB No.4. He was able to show the wide range of study
_possible In this issue and was awarded a Gold Medal and the Grand Prix du Jury for his
entry.

Jean-Claude Porignon continued the classic theme with his entry "The Medallion Issues
Foreign Frankings". This display consisted of fine covers showing a range of frankings
especially the 40 Cents which was created to meet the higher postal rates needed for foreign
mail. Seeing multiples of these stamps on covers gives an idea of thelr proper usage and the
depth of interest that a study of this fine issue can generate. There were some superb
covers included and Jean-Claude was awarded a Gold Medal for his entry. It is hoped that
he may be able to bring his display to England to show at one of the Circle meetings.

In the literature class, M. & Mdme Deneumostier both received awards. For her entry, "Les
Cahiers du Congo (1996)", Eliane Deneumostier was awarded a Large Silver, whilst her
husband, Marcel Deneumostier submitted his book "La Post Belge 1830-1849 (No. 38)", for
which he was awarded Silver, being only one mark below his wife's score.

Our congratulations to you all!

IMPORTANT NOTICE MEETING 11th OCTOBER, 1997

Following the tremendous support of members for our Royal Display, we have decided to
devote this meeting to members’ SIDELINE collections. Although many members do not
have a full display to show, most have small stand-alone sections of, say 12/24 sheets on &
specific issue or topic. Examples of this are a soldier's correspondence, postal history of a
small town or village, a study of a single stamp issue or its cancellation, etc.

Please come along prepared to share your interest with others - there is no need to speak on

the subject if that is preferred. Please let our Chairman, Ken Carpenter, know beforehand
(tel. 0121 354 8004) so that he can allocate time slots.
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CuarrLerol 1997

As part of our 50th Anniversary celebrations, the opportunity was taken to visit the
Exhibition (23rd-25th May) and also to hold a meeting there especially for our overseas
members who are rarely able to visit the UK.

The exhibition was held in a purpose built Centre which had adequate natural light, which is
preferable for philatelic displays. My arrival at the Exhibition on the Friday coincided with
the departure of Queen Paola following her visit to the Exhibition, which had her royal
patronage.

Amongst the competition displays were several from BSC members, which are reported
elsewhere. The exhibits were predominantly Belgian in content and an occasional break was
needed to avoid viewing fatigue. Most areas of collecting were included e.g. pre-stamp,
classics, airmails, postal stationery, railways, etc. The Medallion issues in the classic stamps
were well represented although the 1865-1920's were somewhat absent. For example, I
didn't see a display of the Tin Hats, 1893, 1912 or 1915 issues. These are interesting
stamps and worthy of study. By contrast there were some good Military (especially
World War 1) and Exhibition displays.

On the Saturday afternoon, following the Congo meeting, our Circle held its own meeting at
which some 35-40 people were present. Under the auspices of Jean Bruwier, we had four
widely differing displays:-

1. Gaston Jorquera on the 10 Cent 1869 stamp. With projected slides Gaston illustrated
the variety of printings of and cancellations featuring on this well used stamp. Also
included were a number of covers, especially to overseas destinations. Gaston had an
entry in the Exhibition on this topic for which he was awarded a Large Silver Gilt.

2. Alan Swale on his connections with Dr. Molly of Moresnet fame. Alan has been able
to trace his family through records and documents and showed a number of historic
photos and items, including the famous Moresnet Locals and the bogus Moens issue.
A member of the family who actually knew Dr. Molly is still alive at the age of
104!

3. Monsicur Deneumostier, together with his wife, showed us a selection of covers
bearmg the 40 Cent Medallion issues. This stamp at the time was a high value stamp
mainly used for franking overseas mail and, as expected, various franking
combinations occurred. Covers were shown and passed around for inspection during
the display. At the end, on behalf of the Club Flemalle, Madame Deneumostier
presented the Belgian Study Circle with a framed painting of Liege Post Office to
commemorate our 50th Anniversary - this will be on display in due course.

4. Lastly, Serge Toudlief gave a slide display on stamps and documents of propaganda of
the 2nd World War. He illustrated the way in which sometimes small modifications
could be made in the design of a stamp to alter its appearance. Likewise many stamps
were forged by governments and illegally circulated in order to undermine the
€nemy’s ecoORomy. : :

Of the four displays, two were conducted in English and two in French, which gave a very
good balance. The meeting finished with a wine toast to commemorate a successful event.
In the evening, a group of BSC members continued the celebration at a local restaurant,
bringing an end for us to "CAROLOPHILEX 97".

OQur sincere thanks go to Jean Bruwier for the organisation of our meeting and also to
Mme Bruwier for her help and patience.
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Amongst those members present at Charleroi were Christine and Paul Blakey, Maurice and
Pauline Wilkinson, Reg and Jean Harrison, John and Jean Hammonds, Alan Swale,
Josef Deruyck, Jean and Mdme Bruwier, M. & Mdme Deneumostier, Jean-Claude Porignon,

Marc Lebrun, Gaston Jorquera, Leslie Sackstein, Vincent Schouberechts and
Renaud Loontjens

Within the Exhibition programme are details of the next Belgian National Event -
BRUPHILA 99 - which will be held in Brussels 29th~2nd October, 1999 (shortly before the
Millenium). A special feature will be the 150th Anniversary of Belgium's first stamp issue,
the Epaulette. Please keep this date in mind: perhaps our Circle will be able to stage a
further reunion in conjunction with this event.

REG HARRISON

MIDPEX - COVENTRY 28th JUNE, 1997

For the first time due to the initiative of our Chairman, Ken Carpenter, the Belgian Study
Circle was present at this growing event. It is a fair for specialist societies which is
supported by a good range of dealers for added interest. Over sixty societies were
represented, with a waiting list for available sites. Every society was provided with a table
and four large display frames to illustrate the range of collecting relevant to that society.

Our display included French Occupation, Independence of Belgium, Foreign Sorting Marks,
Sunday Label Stamps and the Montenez Issue. Unlike some societies, thanks to Ken, our
display was up and ready for the opening.

The purpose of the event was to spread the word of specialist collecting and provide
information for prospective members. The BSC stand was manned by Jack Andrews,
Ken Carpenter, Chris Howe and Reg Harrison, who answered various enquiries throughout
the day, as well as meeting old friends. Possibly new membership may result but equally
"showing the flag” was part of the intention. During the day, I saw the following members:
Bernard Berkinshaw-Smith, John Hammonds, Barry Horne, Jeremy Martin, John Parkin and
Iain Stevenson - other members may also have been present.

Although the organisers had taken over most of the premises, I noticed that the security

staff were perplexed at letting club members carrying snooker cues through the check
point!

Having attended this event for the first time, it appeared to be a great success and I heard
one dealer saying, "I wish Stampex was as good as this". It was fitting that the Belgian
Study Circle had a display there in this our 50th Anniversary Year.

The event is planned for every second year but a question must be raised as to whether the

venue is big enough for the increasing demand for space. Either way, we should be looking
to MIDPEX 99.

REG HARRISON
STOP PRESS ~ AMENDMENT TO CIRCLE CALENDAR
The Summer 1998 Meeting has now been booked for the Queen's Hotel, Chester |, during the
weekend 18th, 19th, 20th September 1998. Further details will be circulated in due course

but members are advised to book these dates in their diaries now. Any enquiries to:
Tony Geake (tel. 01392 877662).
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THE POST WILL ISSUE THEVF‘OLLOWING SPECIAL POSTAGE STAMPS IN 1998:

No. Date Issue’s nome Compasition and denominafion Details
T 1190 50th anniversary of women's 1 stamp of 17 BEF AMegory
suffrage in Belgum
2 Trains 1 stamp of 17 BEF High-speed troin
3 182 Uterature 2 stamps of 17 BEF - Gerard Walschap (1896-1989)
- Géo Norge (1898-1990)
4 Promotion of Philately (The Belgian 2 semijpostal stamps and 1 semipostal - Albert 1t (sheet)
Royal Family) sheet gt the valug of: - Boudouin |
- 50 BEF + 75 BEF {sheet) - |&opold i
-32 BEF + 15 BEF The surtax goes to the support of the non-profit-ussaciation “Pro-Post”
- 17 BEF + B BEF
5 193 Art in Belgium 4 stamps of 17 BEF in @ booklet Faintings by:
R - Félicien Rops (1833-1898)
- Felix De Boack (1898-1995)
- Cobrar art movement (1948-1951)
- Gustave Yan de Woestiine (Museum of Fine Arts in Ghent}
to mark the bicentenary of the Museum of Fine Arts in Ghent, this museum is depicted
on the cover of the booklet
Tribute to René Magritte {1898-1967) 2 stamps of 17 BEF 2 puinfings by René Mogritte
6 1204 Natare 4 stomps of 17 BEF Game from the Ardennes
7 75 vears of philatelic frade 1 stamp of 17 BEF Allagory
g 75th onniversary of SABENA 1 stomp of 17 BEF firplone
9 Tribute o René Magritte (1898-1967) 1 stamp of 17 BEF Painfing by Magritte
Joint issue with France
10 145 Stamp Day 1 stamp of 17 BEF Edmond Struyf, founder of the non-profit association Pro-Past
1 Eurapa 2 stumps of 17 BEF National festivals:
- Torhout & Werchter
- Festival de Wallonie
12 184 Spart 2 semi-postal shamps cnd 1 semkpostal Ball qomes:
sheet arthe volue of: ~footbat {sheet)
- 30 BEF + 7 BEF (sheet) - kaatshal {a sort of pelota)
- 17 BEF + 4 BEF - handbalf
- 17 BEF + 4 BEF The surtox goes fo the support of the “Comité Olympique et Inferfédéral Belge” (COIB)
13 167 Tourism: Heritage Days 12 stamps of 17 BEF in the form of o sheet Herttage Doys in Belgium {organized for the 10th fime)
14 1108 History 1 stamp af 17 BEF Marmix van Sint-Aldegonde (1538-1598)
15 Free thought 1 stomp of 17 BEF To mark the hicentenary of the associotion “les Amis Philontropes”
% 179 Contemporary Belgian flm 2 stomps of 17 BEF 2 scenes token from recent Belgion films
17 Mniszech Palace (Warsaw) 1 stamp of 17 BEF Engroving of this historical bullding housing the Belgian Embossy
loint issue with Poland
18 119.10 Universal Post Doy 1 stomp of 34 BEF Allegory
19 Youth Philately 1 stomp of 17 BEF “Chick Bill” by Tibet
20 Space fravel 1 stamp of 17 BEF “Youth and Space”
“bssociation of Space Explosers” World Congress in Belgium
21 191 Cep‘re}nuw of the FGTB-ABVV (socidlist frade | T stump of 17 BEF 0id poster
union
22 Sofidarity 1 semi-postal stamp af the value of 17 BEF + 4 BEF | Guide-dogs
The surtox wil be used fo buy and train these dogs
23 (hristmas & New Year 1 stomg of 15 BEF “The Three Kings” by Michel Provost
NEW MEMBER

We welcome back after a few years absence Ralph Yorio of Florida.
receiving the imformation in "BELGAPOST" and auction lists.

Ralph says he misses
He currently specialises in

Leopold T issues but has an interest in "everything Belgium”.

MEMBERSHIP LIST

Circulated with but separate from this copy of "BELGAPOST" is an up-to-date list of
members of the B.S.C.

As in the past, members are requested to treat the list as confidential and not to divulge
details of other members without first obtaining their permission.

BELGAPOST VOL. 10, No. 3

Page 84.




BELGAPOST VOL. 10, No. 3

The Railway Parcel Cancels of Individual Companies
by Norman Claydon

Following on from the article on Perfins on Railway Parcel Stamps by Tony Geake
("BELGAPOST" Vol.8, p.91), 1 have been looking at my small collection of stamps bearing
the cancels of commercials firms, which seem to follow on from the Perfins. I cannot find
mention of these in past editions of "BELGAPOST".

To date, I have identified the cancels of nineteen different organisations as listed and 1 would
be interested to learn of further examples. Most have been in the years 1933-39 and the
majority on Colis-post issues. Cancels are either rectangular or of the chamfered rectangle
types, and the inscriptions in top and bottom boxes are as shown.

Page 85.

TOP BOTTOM PERIOD NOTES
Bruxelles
Brussel T.T. Bruxelles Mode 1935-8
Bruxelles
Brussel T.T. Fischer Freéres 1937-39
Bruxelles
Brussel T.T. Merchie Péde 1937
Bruxelles
Brussel T.T. Verbercht 1933-39 With 'J.V." perfin
Brussel-Zuid Franchomme 1937-39 With 'F.C." perfin
La Croyere Kwatta 1941
Liege Guill Journal La Legia 1941-44
Liege Guill Journal la Meuse 1934-38
Compagnie Anglais Bruxelles Nord 1936-38
Dervcke-Cazals Bruxelles Nord 1936
Devosse Bruxelles Nord 1938-39 Two sizes of cancel
Etablissements
Georges Cohen Bruxelles Nord 1951
Franchomme & Cie Bruxelles Nord 1951 With 'F.C." perfin
Leclercg Bruxelles Nord 1936
Old England Bruxelles 1937-38
Pacherchic S.A. Bruxelles Nord 1939-48
Schulz Bruxelles Nord
Brussel (Noord) 1939
S.K.F. Bruxelles Nord 1938
Texola S.E.RL. Bruxelles Nord 1951
Verebercht Bruxelles ? 1939
Voyages Pullman Journal La Meuse
Liege 1960

BELGAPOST VOL. 10, No. 3
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ORVAL ABBEY
(THE STORY BEHIND THE STAMPS)

by Harold G. D. Gisburn
{first published in Stamp Collecting, 5th October 1946}

Eight miles south-east of Florenville, in the charming hill terrain of Ardennes, a loop in the
Franco-Belgian frontier partially encircles a lovely valley, a typical "haunt of ancient peace”,
despite the tides of war which have so often surged through the nearby Sedan Gap. In
ancient days, under its title of "Desertum Nostrum" it was wild and desolate enough, until a
band of monks brought civilisation and raised in the valley one of the finest monastic edifices
in Europe. Thus this once savage region was transformed into the Valley of Gold -
Val d’'Or, or Orval, which in modern times has given birth to some of the most interesting
of Belgian charity stamps.

The Comtes de Chiny were the owners of this territory in the 11th century, and to
Arnold II, Comte de Chiny, came in 1070 a company of Benedictine monks, seeking refuge
from the civil wars which were then raging in their native Calabria. Arnold gave the
brethren the wild valley as a residence and here their first dwelling-place was constructed.
On a visit to Comte Arnold came his mother, Mathilde, formerly Princess of Chiny and later
Duchess of Basse-Lorraine, and while resting by a spring in the courtyard of the embryo
monastery she let fall into the water her wedding ring, treasured relic of her late husband.
She offered an immediate prayer to the Virgin and then observed that a trout had caught the
ring before it sank and was holding it above the surface of the water. Overjoyed at the
miraculous occurrence she named the scene "Val d'Or" and subsequently became the
monastery's greatest benefactress. This charming legend was incorporated into the arms of
the Abbey - silver over a blue river from which rises a ring set with three diamond points, a
motif which appears on a number of the Orval stamps.

The Benedictnes returned to Italy in 1080 and were replaced by some Canons Regular of
Treves, who built the first chapel to "Notre Dame d'Orval", and consecrated it on
30th September 1124, as recorded in the Annals of Treves. The Canons soon tired of Orval
{or the hard work involved in cultivating the valley) and left in 1130. They were succeeded
in 1131 by monks of the great Order of St. Bernard of Citeaux, from the French Abbey of
Trois-Fontamnes, and the Cistercian fraternity remained at Orval for seven centuries, being
responsible for the erection of the magnificent edifice of later years.

Trouble came to Orval at various times throughout the centuries. It was almost totally
destroyed in 1250 and reconstituted under the 17th Abbot (Guy of Chiny) in 1260-1271.
The new church of Notre Dame d'Orval was consecrated in 1533, but in 1637 the abbey was
pillaged and devastated by the French under the Duc de Colligny, Marshal of France. It was
again rebuilt over a period of years lasting to the reign of the Empress Maria Theresa of
Austria, the new great church of St. Bernard being consecrated as late as 1782. Then in
1783 came the crowning misfortune. Orval, which had seen so many distinguished persons
within its gates, had been selected as the refuge for the fugitive Louis XVI. He never
reached it, being arrested at Varennes, but in revenge the French revolutionary forces were
ordered to destroy the famous monastery. After robbing it of all its treasures, they spent
ten days in the work of utter destruction, and when they left nothing remained of the once
glorious abbey but a heap of shapeless stones. Subsequently the valley and ruins passed
through the hands of some dozen proprietors, until in 1926 the latest owners, M. and Mdme
de Harenne ceded the property for the purpose of reconstruction. Thus began the modern
history of Orval and its connection with philately.

In September 1926, arrived Abbot Pere Marie-Albert - 53rd of his line - with a devoted
band of brethren bent on the gigantic task of reconstructing the ancient edifice. The first
stone was laid on 25th June 1927, and the first of the new wings opened in September 1928,

Page B87.
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coinciding with the premier issue of Orval stamps which were issued to assist the rebuilding
fund. On 19th August 1929, the first stone of the great new church (Eglise Abbatiale) was
laid by Cardinal Van Rooey, Primate of Belgium, in the presence of the Duc de Brabant (now
King Leopold TII), Princess Napoleon of Belgium, and other distinguished visitors. The
Abbey was formally reconstituted by Pope Pius XI in October 1935, and the consecration of
the 53rd Abbot (Pere Marie-Albert) took place in May 1936. The modern Abbey is a self-
supporting community, engaged in farming, agriculture, cheese-making, brewing, together
with the actual reconstruction of the buildings which goes steadily on. Funds for this are
raised In various ways and with the approval of the Belgian Government, philately tock a
hand in the matter in 1928. So far, six series of Orval stamps, with appropriate surtax,
have made their appearance, including (in 1941-42) a set of handsome miniature sheets.

The premier series was issued on 15th September 1928, a set of nine stamps covering four
designs. Of these the 5c and 25c¢ depict Gothic arches of the new abbey church, and the 35c
and 2fr. portray a Cistercian monk engaged in stone carving. The legend of
Duchesse Mathilde and her ring forms the motif for the 60c, 1.75 and 3fr. and the set is
completed by a view of the ruins of the former abbey with monks engaged in agricultural
‘operations. On 3rd and 4th November of the same year occurred the Antwerp Philatelic
Exhibition and 5,000 sets of this Orval issue were sold at this event and given the special
Exhibition cancellation.
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The imposing ceremony of August 1929, at which the Duc de Brabant took a leading part,
was also commernorated with special stamps. These took the form of the original series of
1928 overprinted with the insignia of Prince Leopold -~ an "L" and Royal Crown, with
appropriate date ~ 19.8.29. The third series was 1ssued in 1933 by which year construction
work on the new abbey had proceeded apace. The set ranged from 5¢ to 10fr. and 20,000
only were issued of each wvalue, the small total accounting for its present scarcity. The
designs depict various events in the history of the old and new foundations, and are fully
described in the catalogue. One interesting point is that the 1fr. depicts the fountain of the
new abbey. It corresponds to the "Fontaine Mathilde" of the ruined monastery, a pretty
circular basin of clear water fed by a spring, in one corner of the ancient "Cour des
Novices”. This was the traditional scene of the losing of the ring and its miraculous
recovery.

RECONSTRUCTION O'ORVAL 1933

PERS
R RN RN,

Publicity Sheet in Colour illustrating the 1933 Series
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After the lapse of six years, the next Orval series made its appearance on 1st July 1939.
The six values in this set {75¢ to 5fr.) exhibited some of the progress which had been made
mn the interim; a modern note is struck on the 1fr.75 value which shows an aerial view of
the ancient ruins and the adjacent new foundation. The design of the 2fr.50 is specially
mteresting, portraying the new Abbot (Pere Marie-Albert) and Cardinal Van Rooey, the
Belgian Primate, who had taken a deep interest in the work of reconstruction. Between them
on the stamp is the statue of the Virgin and Child which occupies the niche above the great
entrance to the Abbey, symbolising the Cistercian welcome to strangers at the gates.

Even under German occupation of the country, the work of the brotherhood was continued
and a further series of stamps was placed on sale in 1941. The twelve denominations of this
set were executed in photogravure, in handsome designs symbolising the various duties of
the brethren, i.e. mural painting, sculpture, matins, prayers and chanting, whilst the highest
value depicts two of the brothers discussing the architectural plans of the monastery in its
final conception. This same stamp, in altered colour, was selected as the centre for the
miniature sheets which were placed on sale in 1942. These were in four different types:

a) Two large sheets ~ stamp perf and mmperf - m biue and gold, incorporating the arms
of the Abbey and decorated with the Trout and Ring motif in reference to the ancient
legend. Date (1941) in black Roman figures.

b) Two small sheets - stamp perf and imperf - with dates {1142-1942) in red Gothic
figures. On a shield below is a grapevine, symbol of the ancient monastery, with a
golden "trout and ring” superimposed.

1142 § 1949
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The sixth and final series so far appeared in 1943. Six stamps (50c to 5ir.) comprise the
set, in an exceedingly curious design. The central motif of five of them consists of one letter
of the word "Orval", the highest value having the complete word. Each letter is made up of
subjects from natural floral and fauna and the {perhaps inevitable) trout and ring add further
decoration.

Such is the story of Orval and its stamps to date. The reconstruction work is stil

incomplete and it is probable that further stamps in aid of the fund will appear in due
course.
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Trae MONTENEZ ISSUES, 1921-1925 and 1929-41

The Issued Stamps and therr Varieties PART 3

Tue 75¢ VALue

The 75c Scarlet (8G.314, COB 212) - The Plate Varieties

The first printing of the 75c value, in scariet, was issued on the 5th December, 1922. The
stamps were printed in sheets of 100 {ten rows of ten) ail of which were perforated 114
The total number of stamps printed was about 8 million from ten printing plates numbered
1 to 10. Plate 4 was little used and stamps from it are scarce.

Some stamps exhibit slight wearing, by white patches, in the value tablets, particularly on the
inner side of the "C". No re-cutting was effected.

From a study of the relative positions of the recurring varieties, it again appears proved that
from the master die, a cliché of five horizontal specimens was prepared and that am
mtermediate plate of 25 (five rows of five} was constructed by the repetition of the cliché
five times. The intermediate plate was then reproduced four times to make the printing

plate.
75¢ Scarlet
4 e |
2 4 2
! ! 2
2z 2
EJ
7 é 7 Zz
Ultramarine
2
| + > Printing
1 2 f 2 Plate
Scarlet
Printing Plate ‘ 3 8
L 3 3
' 2 {
g 3 3 7
Page S1.
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75 Cent Scarlet on Letter to Italy 14th Apnl, 1924

Plate Flaws
There are four constant varieties:

Variety 1 A white patch in the left of the upper part of the 'G' in "Belgie” appears four
times: on stamps 31, 36, 81 and 86 in every sheet. This is the 16th stamp in
each block of 25 (5 x 5).

Variety 2 The righthand portion of the badge on the King's collar which terminates in
five short white lines has the uppermost line extended at right angles to it.
This flaw is found on stamps numbered 4, 9, 24, 29, 34, 39, 54, 59, 74, 79,
84 and 89 in every sheet. That is the 4th, 14th and 19th stamps in each block
of 25 (5 x 5).

Variety 3. Similar flaw to Variety 2 but in a rather less marked degree on- stamps
numbered 44, 49, 94 and 99 in every sheet; that is the 24th stamp in each
block of 25 (5 x 5).

Variety 4 On the 27th stamp in each sheet there is a coloured 'V' shaped indentation in
the top of the numeral '7'. As this occurs but once only in each sheet, it was
not present in the intermediate plate of 25 (5 x 5).

As the second cliché of five in each block of 25, that is the second and seventh rows in every
sheet, contains none of these varieties, it would appear that the original cliché from which the
intermediate plate was made had no flaw in it.

‘ Page 92.
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The four constant flaws common to all the 75¢ printings

Var. 1 Var. 2 Var. 3 Var. 4
~ As Var.2 although
not so pronounced

75¢ Ultramarine (SG. 315 (COB 213)

On 1st October, 1924, the colour of the 75¢ stamp was changed from scarlet to ultramarine.
The size of the printing plate was increased from 100 (ten rows of ten) to print 150 stamps
i fifteen rows of ten. The scarlet plate was used, with the additional five rows of ten taken
from the upper half to comprise the full plate of 150 specimens.

Five plates were used, numbered 1 to 5, and there are three different perforations, 111,
11% x 12% and 12%, of which the latter is rare. Works imprints "Depot 1924" or
"Depot 1925" in black.

75 Cent Ultramarine on Registered Letter 9th June, 1925
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That the plate for the ultramarine printing was constructed from that for the scarlet is
conclusively proved by the relative positions of the varieties which appear as follows:

Plate flaws - all similar to those in the scarlet printing

Variety 1 On stamps numbered 31, 36, 81, 131 and 136.

Variety 2 On stamps numbered 4, 9, 24, 29, 34, 39, 54, 59, 74, 79, 84, 89, 104, 109,
124, 129, 134 and 139. '

Variety 3 On stamps numbered 44, 49, 94, 99, 144 and 149.
Variety 4 On stamps numbered 27 and 77.

The 2nd, 7th and 12th rows contain no varieties.

Tue 1 Franc VaLue
1 Franc Deep Sepia (SG. 316, COB 214)

The 1Fr stamp of this issue was on sale at the Post Offices from 6th February, 1922. It was
printed in sheets of fifty made up of five rows of ten stamps. There were two plates, each
constructed from two intermediary blocks of 5 x 5 specimens. The plates were numbered 1
and 2, of which printings from the latter are scarce. The perforation is either 11, 11% or 11
x 11% and the Works mark on the sheets is "Depot 1922".

1 Franc
Deep Sepia Printing Plate
1 { 7 3
2 2 3 2
( f
2 F 2
1 1
3 2 2 2
f i
2 2 2
2 { ' 'ﬁ Blue
: Printing
2 3 Z
Sepia Plate
Printing 2 3 12 14
Plate B | 2
2 2
2 3 |2
2 3 2
3 | gl |
2 l
5 J
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The stamps from these two plates are identifiable by the deep colouring and the sharp
printing. A further characteristic is a very fine inner line of colour to the 'l" and 'Fr’ in the
' value tablets.

In sheets of 50 the 'I' and In the sheets of 100
'Fr' m the tablets are lined. and 150 they are not

I | I

The proof that the plates were built up from an original cliché of five horizontal specimens is
the wdentifying variety on the fifth stamp of each five throughout every sheet.

Plate Flaws

Variety 1 The first 'E' in "Belgie” is joined by a fine diagonal line of colour to the frame
line above. It appears on stamps numbered 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, 40, 45
and 50 of every sheet.

Variety 2 All the stamps in the 3rd and 8th columns, except numbers 23 and 48, have a
spot of colour in the centre of the ribbon on the right, i.e. stamps numbered
3, 8, 13, 18, 28, 33, 38 and 43. This flaw was never corrected.

V4

Var. 1 v

Sk

Variety 1, 2 and 3 as found in the sheets of 50
Variety 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 as found in sheets of 100
Variety 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 as found in sheets of 150
Var. 2 Var. 3 Var. 4 Var. 5
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Frame flaw - in the
160 stamp sheets.

This was corrected
[F) for the blue printing
of sheets of 150.

Variety 3 In the second block of 25 (5 x 5) a small white indentation is found in the
outer curve, near the bottom, of the letter ‘G’ in "Belgie” on the second stamp
of each of the top three clichés of five. This is the 7th, 17th and 27th stamp
in every sheet. This flaw was never corrected.

This value was also printed in sheets of 100 in ten rows of ten stamps in a paler shade of
colour from nine plates numbered 1 to 9. Perforation was either 11 x 11%, 11% or
1152 x 11. The Works marks "Depot 1922", "1623", "1924" "1925".

In a few of the later printings a small number of the value tablets were slightly retouched by
the incision of horizontal, vertical or diagonal lines in the background. There appears on
many stamps a small white patch in the background of the 'Fr' tablet above the 'Fr'.
Another noticeable variety in this tablet is the frame line extension due to a slip of the burin
in retouching. The mnner left side extends upwards to the outer frame line above. Some go
half way only, but mostly to the top.

1 Franc Sepia on Registered Cover to Glasgow 17th January, 1923

BELGAPOST VOL. 10, No. 3 Page
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Plate Flaw (Varieties)

From a study of the flaws, it is proven that the printing plates were made up by duplicating
the five row plates used for the deep sepia printing.

The Variety 2 flaw appears in the same positions as in the small sheets and additionally on
stamps numbered 53, 58, 63, 68, 78, 83, 88 and 93.

The Variety 3 flaw similarly as in small sheets and additionally on stamps numbered 57, 67
and 77.

Two other constant varieties appear at this stage.

Variety 4 A large coloured dot between the 'B' and 'E' in "Belgique” occurs on the 10th
stamp in every sheet. '

Variety 5 A small coloured dot between the 'L’ and 'G' in "Belgique” occurs on the 98th
stamp in every sheet.

These two varieties were never corrected.

The variety 'Balasse V2' in which the laurel breaks through into the white circle above the 'B’
in "Belgie" appears to be isolated to Plate 5.

1 Franc Blue - in Sheets of 150

The colour of the 1 Fr. stamp was changed from sepia to blue and placed on sale from the
1st December,1925. The size of the printing plate was increased from 100 in ten rows of
ten to 150 in fifteen rows of ten specimens. '

Five plates numbered 1 to 5 were used. All the sheets were perforated either 11%2 or
11%2 x 12'%2. One sheet perforated 11%2 was found at the Zele Post Office imperforate at
bottom, giving ten copies. The sheet was broken up.

1 Franc Blue from Lacken to Boma 3rd May, 1927
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A PostaL Decre oF 101H SEPTEMBER, 1919
No. 610 Posts
Creation of Postage Stamps with surcharge
ALLEMAGNE - DUITSCHLAND
The Minister of Railways Marine, Posts & Telegraphs
In view of Article 3 of the Royal Decree of 16.9.1915 which authorises the Minister of
Railways Marine, Posts and Telegraphs to determine the context, colour, as well as the period

of validity of the values created by the aforesaid Decree.

Further to our Decree of the 16.9.1915 made in execution of the Royal Decree indicated
above.

Further to our Decree of 30.6.1919 creating a new type of postage stamp of 25 centimes
representing the Monument of Liege.

Decrees:~
Article 1

A surcharge 'Allemagne-Duitschland’ shall be imprinted in black on the postage stamps of the
issues named hereunder, in order that they may be used in the Belgian zone of occupation in
Germany.

Article 2

The new stamps shall be placed on sale as from September 29th of this year. They will only
be available at face value for franking correspondence emanating from Belgian troops of the
Army of Occupation.

Correspondence must be posted at military post offices and addressed to Beigium.

Article 3
They will remain valid until such time as a Ministerial Decree shall retire them from

circulation.

The Director General of Posts is charged with the execution of the present Decree.

Brussels 10.9.19

The Minister of Railways Marine Posts & Telegraphs

RENKIN

P .
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‘Docteur MBIGNIE
Domaine Saint é—Cé.the rine
LESPARRE

Parcel Front P.M.B. No. 1A to France 13th Mayv, 1924. Franked with 75c¢ Montenez

{(Unoverprinted), 20c {OC 44) and 5 Frank (OC 53).
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The information I have at present is as follows:

Richard N. Speaight was a court photographer with Rob! Speaight, who had premises in
New Bond Street, London. At the request of the Belgian Minister of Posts, he travelled to
the Yser enclave in September, 1917 to take a photograph of the King in uniform, wearing a
helmet.

In an account by Alexander Holland in The Kensington Philatelist, No.1, September 1921,
further explanation is given of the photographer's role. He states that Speaight went by
command of His Majesty for the express purpose of taking the photograph on Belgian soil.
He continues, Mr. Speaight says "the photograph is considered a wonderful likeness and was
taken on a stormy and wet day in a barn used as a garage by the Army and within a very
short distance of the front-line trenches. At the time, the guns were reverberating on all
sides, a swallow had her nest of young in the barn and kept passing constantly in and out
attending to her brood while the improvised 'studio’ was in use”.

The details in this account, occurring so soon after the event, suggest that the author may
have known the photographer personally. It certainly disproves the suggestion at one time
that the photograph was taken in London during a visit by King Albert.

iAot

The resultant Stamp Design Proof (without value)
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The resulting photograph was printed, size 8" x 10" (200 x 254mm), and on the reverse is
marked "PAY FEE TO/HARRIS'S PICTURE AGENCY/50 FLEET STREET EC4/PHONE
CENTRAL 1310". This was a company that provided a photographic service to the
newspaper industry around the Fleet Street area at the time, as well as to other customers.

The design was approved but King Albert did not desire publication during the war, hence its
appearance in 1919 as a Liberation Stamp. It appeared initia]ly as a 10 cent stamp and was
very popular, to the extent that it sold out on the day of issue in many offices. However,
we are mainly concerned here with the origin rather than the subsequent issues.

Not surprisingly, shortly after its foundation our Circle made a major study of this stamp
issue and a series of small articles appeared in the Circle Newsletters. Eventually this led to
a study published as Record No. 12 in September, 1956. It was produced by
H. C. Armstrong, who gives credit to the assistance given by Jack Andrews and
Fred Kilby.

During the course of these studies, it came to light that the original negative (or print?) was
discovered by our Founder, Harry Green, under unusual circumstances. During the 1939-45

War, the premises of Rob! Speaight in New Bond Street were bombed and Harry Green went
round to see what had survived amongst their stock. He rescued the Tin Hat portrait which
appeared on our Luncheon Menu Cards of March 1952 and December 1978. The Circle has a
copperplate of this design, size 4" x 6" (100 x 152mm), from which our photographs have
been produced. Note that this version does not include all the original photograph, especially
the King's left shoulder.

The above information is based on documents available to the Circle but possibly other

members may be able to add or verify the details outlined. Could you please contact me if
you are able to help.

REG HARRISON

Sources of reference

B.S.S.C. Record No. 12, September 1956

B.S.S.C. Newsletters around 1951-52

Belgium - Bertram Poole, 1922

The Kensington Philatelist No. 1, September 1921

LN

FOR SALE - WATERLOW ARCHIVE SHEETS

The Circle has for sale a collection of the Waterlow archive sheets:
a) 1915-1919 Pictorial Values including Franken;
b) 1944 Lion Victory Issues.

These are complete sheets and contain markings indicating orders and quantities invaluable
for studies.

Before being offered for public” auction, if any member is interested in these sheets, please
contact Reg Harrison.
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THE POST IN BELGIUM AND ITS ANTECESSORS PRIOR TO 1849

By J.F. Giblin  (Part 2)

THE POST IN THE AUSTRIAN NETHERLANDS

There now follow transiations into Engiish, made by the author, of two seminal papers on this topic which
are worthy of greater dissemination than they currently appear to enjoy.

The first is from the German text of the relevant sections of a book by Anton Kumpf Mikuli, the “"Nestor of
Pre-Philately”, entitied "Neue Briefe ueber Alte" (Wien. 1933 pp 242). He was born on 8th April 1879 at
Kaplitz in Southern Bohemia His family was of Franconian origin from the Sudetenland and his father was
an Austrian government official. The boy started to collect postage stamps in a childish way whilst at
elementary school but gave this up when he went to grammar school. Upon completion of his schooling he
entered a military academy and was commissioned as an officer; finally rising to the rank of Major during
the First World War he served as Major of the Commissariat in a Guards Division and won many decorations
including the Franz-Josef Order with Swords. After his retirement, in 1919, he assembled an important
collection of the classical stamps of Austria and the German States, but it was the appearance of Edwin
Mueller's works on Austrian cancellations which, in 1928, turned Anton Kumpf-Mikuli's attention to the
collection of pre-stamp postmarks. Between 1929 and 1933, there appeared in the philatelic magazine "Die
Postmarke®, which was edited by Edwin Mueller (1898 - 1962), thirty nine richly illustrated articles on pre-
stamp postmarks underthetitie of "New Letters about Old Ones" which was finally printed together as a book
in 1933. His collection of pre-stamp letters was first shown at IPOSTA (1930) and gained him a silver-goid
medal and a prize of honour. It was shown again at WiPA 1933 when he founded the :*Society of Collectors
of Pre-Stamp Letters and Postal Documents” (S.A.V.0.). This collapsed in 1939 but was revived in 1946
with Anton Kumpf-Mikuli again as President. in 1949 he became a Fellow of the Royal Philatelic Society,
London (a Life Feliow in 1962) and in 1960, he received the Gold Society Medal of the V.Q.P.V.. He was
a prominent member of the "Vindobona" philatelic society of Vienna after 1933;being elected its Honorary
President in 1949. Anton Kumpf Mikuli died in Vienna on 15th October 1968. The appended translation is
of Chapters XXIX (Belgium and Luxemburg).

The second translation is from the French text of the relevant sections of the work by Lucien P. Herlant
entitled : "La Poste aux Lettres etles Marques Postales, en Belgique de 1648 a 1849" (Bruges 1946 pp 182).
This was the first major work by this author and is an important contribution to philatelic history in its own
right . It appears to have inspired him to have extended his researches into “Les Marques Postales” of the
individual provinces. These were published for Hainaut (1949); Liége (1957 and 1979); Brabant (1957 and
1978) Eastern Flanders (1962 and 1972); Westem Flanders (1966), Anvers (1967); Namur (1968),
Luxembourg (1969) and Limbourg (1970).

After his death in the middle of 1981, it was felt that all this very valuable work should be collected together
and issued as one continuous volume for the benefit of the postal historians of the area. This compilation
was published in Brussels on the occasion of "Belgique 82", under the auspices of" Pro- Post" and with the
title : "Les Marques Postales Prephilateliques de la Belgique” (Ref. c9). Without doubt this volume will
remain for many years as the sole authoriative handbook on this topic and essential reading for any student
in this field.
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POST in the AUSTRIAN NETHERLANDS

Ny Anton Kumpf-itikuli

(Tronslated by J,F, Giblin)

Introduction

Furthor to the article by Colonel L, lerlunt, Lhat appoared in
AUSTRIA No. 71, Spring 1985, pp.34-46, it vwaa thought appropriuats to
publish a translution algo of the relevant chapter in "Neue Bricfe
Uber alte® (¥ienna 1931. pp.l58-162), The following is, therofore,
pubnmitted as nnother contribution to a topic that is raruly covered in
the philatelic literuture,

Chapter XXIX : Belgium and Luxemburp

Present day Delgium, up to 1713, was n part ol the Spuanish
Netherlands and then, at the Peace of Utrecht, ut the end of the Har
of the Spanish Succension, cume to the flepublic of ifolland only to fall
to Austria, from.the latter, a yeor lator at the Pence af Raatutt,
puring the Spanish and the Austrisn soveruignties, the louse of Thurn
and Taxis undertook the postal administration, French troops cnme into
the Spanish or Austrian Hetherlands during the Wers of the Spanish, Polish,
and Austrian Successions since France took part in thease,

There 18 vo doubt that the firat postul strikes of these countriea
were introduced by the French and thease were tuken over by the Taxls Post,

BROMMILES LOUVARY BRUXELLES

Abb. o T OANL. 1 LIC O 1

From here outwards they then took their way to Gurmany. They are,
throughout, long strikes with French descriptiona of the places. Aa
the oldest, one knows the strike of Brussels fram the year 1707, Abb.
1048 and 1050 show later strikes of this eity of 1747 and 1758,

ATH;OSTEXDE DE LIEGE

Abb, 1049, 1051, 1052 end 1054 show other French ptrikes from the war
perlod of 1748, 1752, 1762 and 1766, Occaslonally one epcounters
alpo origin/arrival atrikes with DE, ss that. of Lilttich, which then
was en independent blshopric (Abb. 1053 of 1786) and obliquely written
strikes as Abb, 1056 of 1792, Around this perlod we algo find strikes

Mm,rg “ S
hRUREﬁ éf‘P - mxmm

with Flemish descriptions of the place (Abb., 1055 of 1792)., However,

in addition to these long strikes there are slso single circle strikas
which only contuin one letter., Abb. 1058 shows such a atrike of Ghent
of 1772, Abb, 1060 that of Antwerp of* 1782. One might attempt to
conglder these as City Post atrikes as these were then used by the Paria
City Post to designate the post office, However this ie not correct
since they occur on long distence letters. The most puzzling, houever,
ia the H strike (Abb. 1059 of 1779), which I can follow up. to 1807, then,

Abb. 1138 Abb, H$ Ahb, il

of course, in a somewhat larger type in a completely circular form.

One finds it on letters from Hamburg, so that one tekes it for a Hamburg
atrike, on leLters from places in Hollmnd, so that one assumes, that it
may be a border post strike to designate the post from Holland, It vas
also regarded as a elty post strike, a French censor strike etc, It

i5 a fact that this strike which mostly occurs on letters comlng out

of Holland end going towards or through Bruagels, was struck on the
front side and that these letters practically elweys only bear thia

€ ON 01 "IOA 1SOdvOTdd




£ ON ‘01 "TOA 1SOdvOTdd

*8071 =beg

strike and no other departure strike, Evidently, it might be
a question of a specific postal strike of Brussels.

The French Nevelution and ita conpeguencea made its firat attmck
upon the Austrian Netherlands. Already, by the end of 1792, Drusaels
wag occupled by the French, Iowvever, in 1793, it was aguin reacued
by the Austriens but this did not provont the French, in the same
year, In annexing the Delgian itennegau to France aa Department 86
(Jenmaper; after the place of the firat victory over the Austrians).

Atib, joéi Abb. 1Nl Abb, fobs

Abb, 1061 shows n departmental strike an it was used in this regien,
The collapse of the alllance in the first War of the Coalition, forced
Austria to cede the Belgian Provinces to France at the Peace of Leoben,

or Canpo Forwio, in 1797, and by this they were loet f(or ever, From

these, s well as from the Bighopric of Llittich wore erected tho
Departments 91 (La Lys), 92 (Escaut), 93 (Deux-Rdthes), 94 (Dyle),

95 (Meuse Inférieure), 96 (Ourthe), 97 (Sambre et Meuse) and 98 (Foréts).
Abb, 1062 to 1069 ghow the depurtmentul strikes ol plucea from these
reglons, amongst them two P.P. atrikes {Abb, 1064 and 10(7) and tuo
DEBOURSE strikes (Abb, 1062 ond 1063) of which the specific three line
strlike of Bruges attracts attention. The atrike of Venlo {Abb. 1066)
is aleo worthy of attention. The aeymmetrically arranged departmental
number of thip indicates that the strike originally contained the Dutch
description of the place VENLOO, They further usually used, especially
in the smaller places, the earlier strikes, also in Flemish (Abb. 1057
of 1800),

f“";i?ﬁ

Abb, Tt Abh, {00} Abb. j00d

At the beginning of 1814, after the first delent of Nupoleon,
the House of Taxds again recoived the Helglan postal affairs, lowever,

they did not hold them long since the Vienna Congress ol 1815 formed
the Kingdom of the Netherlands out of the Austrian Netherlands and

TEIBIRTT7 i 9 g
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Abb. 1067 Ahb, jou4 Abb. sy

the earlier Dutch Republic. At once, the departmental strikea
vanished, that of Ghent was even used already in March 1813 without
a number (Abb, 1070). The use of the French place strikes was
forbidden and Dutch or Flemish ones took their place, Thua, inter
nlia, from Gand (Ghent) came (Gend (Abb, 1071 of 1816), from Louvain

GAND LEUVEN LUIK]
‘GEND: NAMEN BERGEN

Aub, i, i Abh. LT, 101 Abh, juf4, {18

(LBuen) came Leuven (Abb, 1072 of 1818), from Namur came Hamen (Abb.
1073 of 1819), from Lidge (Luttich) ceme Luik (Abb. 1074 of 1828) and
from Mons came Bergen (Abb, 1075 of 1828), Abb. 1076 shows an old
P.P. Depasrtmental Strike still uased in 1828, Frenko-place strikes,
such as Abb. 1077 of 1#19, were also introduced. At the beginning

Abb. e, i Atb, iz Abb, Jorv

of 1829, the eingle circle strikes previcusly mentioned were introduced
(Abb, 1078 or 1829),

The constant.sirife between the dominating protestant Dutch and
the otherwise disposed cathollc Flewmish and Walloons of Belgium led,
in the sumper of 1830, to the successful revolt of Drussels and, in the
autumn, to the declaration of independence of Belgium vhich, in 1831 at
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the London Conferonce, was ulso recognised by Lha Grosl Powora,  The
Dutch strikes were superseded und in tholr placo appoared lolgium double
cirele ptrikes in the French style, nt first in a large typoe aus Abb,L080,
later in a smaller one as Abb, 1083, One eften uluo encounters smingle
circle strikes as Abb. 1079, The smualler post olfices, with distribution
offices, in 1836, received small single circle satrikes with information

of the month in Ropan numerals (Abb, 1081 of 1841),

Al jud, Jus? Abl. juad

The postal strikes of Luxemburg have a silimilar history to thope
of Belgium. At the Pepce of Utrecht in 1713, Spanish Luxembng came
to pugtria. Likewise, the first strikes were introduced by the French
and token over by the Taxia Post.  AbLDL. 1082 showa the strike of the
City of Luxemburg of 1765 which used the shortened lettera as thon used

in France. In 1795, Luxemburg was conquered by the French, They

- LPOBR
LUXEMBOURG.

LUXEMBURG i<

AVl [0d4 Juns Abb, 1086

recaived the country at the Peace of Campo Formio in 1797, ceded by
Austria, so that it came into France as Depurtmont 98 (For@ta)., Abb.
1084 shows the P,P, Departmental strike of Luxemburg. In 1815,
created by the Vienna Congress, Luxemburg becume sn independent German
Federal State under the King of the Netherlanda. An in Delgium we find
Dutch leng strikes inatead of French ones (Abb, 1085 of 1818) to which
thon followed, at the beginning of 1829, tha pencrally introduced Dutch

single circle strikes, The Delgian declaration of independence

found Luxemburg in sympathy with the French. At the beginning of the
forties we find the Belgian (French) twe circle type (Abb. 1087) and,
at the end of the fortles, a fourm of strike which is the same as that
then used in France (Abb, 1088), The old German "Lutzelburg" lay
underneath, alao as a German Federal State, but ever more under

French influence,

Abb, 1087 Abb, 1088

The colour of the Belglan and Luxemburg strikes in the 18th
century 1s practicnlly always black, on individually red. The
H- and A~ strikes on the other hand are always red, The departmental
strikes, up to the mostly red P,P. strikes, are in general black
although many places ©lso favoured the red colour, Under the Dutch
soverelgnty, the long strikes are mostly black, the single circle strikes
alvays red, However also the adbaequent Belglan and Luxemburg
atrikes are practically always red; 1in the fortiea also blue,
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POST in the AUSTRIAN NETHERLANDS

v

by Lucien Herlant (translated by J.F. Giblin)

Introduction

The following article is translated from the appropriate pages
(pp.28-41) of the work by Lucien Herlant entitled "La loste aux Lettres
et les Marques Postrles; en Relgique de 10648 a 1843" which was published
in Bruges in 1946 (Les &ditions 4,G, Stainforth). The sub-divisions in

that work have been.retained unaltered in this trenslation,

Before the War of the Austrian Succession

The peace concluded at Utrecht, on 1llth April 1713, by Louis XIV
with the 9ueen of Grest Britain and Ireland, the Stutes General of the

- United Provinces, the Duke of Savoy, the King of Portugal and the King
> of Prussis, brought to an end the War of the Spanish Succeasion.

Further, by the Treaty of Rastadt, on 6th March 1714, Charles VI, Holy

. loman Emperor, accepted the sovereignty of the Spanish Netherlands.

Thie date of 6th March 171/ mny be conasidered as the start of the
-Austrian suzerpinty. This period, happlily for the provinces, was a
relatively calm and prosperous epoch.

From the poatel point of view, the Austrian peried gave birth to
sensible improvements. A decree of 20th February 1720, of His Imperinl
and Catholic Majeaty, gave tha postage letter franchise to difflerent

‘authorities and to ecertein Orders, In the sume year, on 4th March,

a decree of Charles VI forbede the masters, poatlillions or drivers
of stape-coaches of Lidge, Haestrieht and Lille to transport letters
upon entering or leaving the country. A new list uaa published on 6th
May 1722 of those who onjoyed the postnge frunchise of letters to the
.Low Countries.

In 1725, Prince Anselme irangols of Texis obteined control of the

posts by means of an annuel payment of 80,000 florins, deapite the

obpervetiona of the Slates of Brabant, In 1728, Baron Sottelet offered
to pay 200,000 florina for this service. Despite thia offer, the
Prince of Taxis oblL:ined, in 1729, confirmation of his titleof "General
of‘the Posta" (Puestmaster General) for n term of 25 years, by means of
augmenting the fue by 45,000 rlorins to ¢n annual psyment of 125,000
florina, ’

Hardly confiirmed in this situntlion, the Princeof Taxis introduced,
on 16th January 172, & new Lurdlf of goneral fess vhich were in future
to be raised und puid, for vosting letters at the post offices ol the
Low Countries, 4} Ler of Bth Hay 1729, fixed the conditiona by
which the Prince of fours smd Tuxls exercised the administration of the
posts as & resultl «f un apreement concluded with the Estates ol Brabent.

Tne same yenr, on 9th June, the Archduchess Maria~Eliaabeth made
knoun the formulitics to vz compleled, by which the mail snd despntehes
of the Collatorel Councils »né Lhe Exchecuer Offices, uere tc be cxempted
from postsge. The "tervices" mentioned, "Council of StateY, "y rivé
Council" ste., had Lo be indicated et the side of the address, On
27th August 1738, Horie-Elisabeth vindicated thip to the drivers of
stage coaches end tu the coochmen, who carried the packets of letters,
vhere to charge for Lhe letters; either entering or leaving the
country,

This decree, having given rise to complainta, was suspended on
22nd Octoper 1739 in s0 far as it concerned "the letters which are
transported by wappgon, snd other curriages on level ground, to places
for which there is not a regulated route® and it was Cinally annulleu
on 6th July 1740.

The Prince of “exis, (icneral Administrator ol the Pomtes, having
complained Yof those of tho messengers estublished at St. Hubert, who
vere convaying letters to Lidge, Hamur, Malines and other places of
the Low Countries® on 6th June 1744 wuddressed a despatch to the Council
of Luxembourg and theo lantter, by a decree of 4th July 1744, defonded
those who "collected, transported und distributed letters to the prejudice
of the Poatal Administration®,

Thore wera, in 1744, a hundred postal tenant distributors in the
Austrinn Netherlands, These were Lhe samc co those of 1714 apart from
the following which are no longer mentioned in the porinl doéumonta and

of which no deperiure muarking is known sinre 171/:-
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YRGUELENS (ceded to the Duchy MEULGSTEDE
of Juliers, 1,5.1719) POPERINGHE
TEGELEN (ceded to Prussin RIDDERVOORDE
15.10,1715) end ST, GERARD
EXHAERDE SCHELDEWINDICKE
GHISLAINGUIEN SCHOUWEILER Y
HAESIGNCK THILT
ISQUE VAL
J AUSSE VALENTIN
KAULIL VOSCAPEL
KESTERGAT HAREN
LANTFERNE ' WEUQUERT
HARTMONT

On the other hand, the following offices were creanted:-

AERSCHOT GREVENMACHER " LIERRE
ARLON HAL # LOKEREN
CHINY HASSFLT MASEYCK
CINEY HERVE # NINOVE
DINANT HUY ROCYHEFORT
SPA # SOIGNIES

Of these 18 offices, those murked with a * are known to this day, as
having indicated the departure ol the letter either under a menuscript

form or by manual peal, before 1744,

rYEg BoaM,

E 7D 208D D e frusgat
roe (?iff'ﬁf%ztj/ Y CL(/;Z;;;;1§L:g)’

De plarrito B //‘L’W

TYPE P.ALL

ALOST WAVER LOKEREN
DEBRUGES GAND S:NICOLAS

BR LECOMTE

It 15 A fact that very few of ihe depsrture mnrks, in mrpuceripl or
from a rubber stamp, sre found on letters dating from 1710 tc 17/0.
Letters sent postege peld bear on Lhe right hand the {ollowing

manuscript marke: P.P - Portvrij - Port Payé - Franco etc,

7
2ot (J?y Za/nw

In order to give the reader cn ides of the obligntion incumbent
on the postal gservice, we nhall reproduce, in ippendix VII, a copy of
the instructions given 1o the Postal Director of Ghent by Lhe Prince
of Tour and Taxis on 6th March 1730, (Not reproduced here : J.F,0.).

The War of the Auatrian Succession

Mrria Theresian succeeded her fcther, Karl VI yho died on 20th
October 1740, In the same year the war with Louis AV broke out,
Inveding Flanders in June 17.G, the ®rench troops tock successively
#enin, the fortress of Knocke, Furnes and Ypros. They fou:ht the
Engliah at Fontenoy on 1lth May 1745, seized Tournai on 22nd May, Ghent
on 1Cth July, Bruges on 18th, Audenaerde on 2let, Termonde on 12th August,
Ostend on 23rd Aupust znd Hieuport on 5th Septembor 17,5,
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In 1746, they took Vilvorde on /th February, Brussels on ?lst,
Antvern on 11th June, ¥ons on 11th July, Charleroi on 2nd Aupust and
Hamur on 30th September, They defeated Charles of Lorralne st Hocourt,
to the north of Likpe, on 11th October 1746 ond lor the first time, the
whole of' the Ausirinn Metherlands, apart from Guelders and Luxembourg,
uas occupled by Fronce,

During the siege of Maestricht, the Peace of #lx~la~Chapelle, on
23rd October 1748, ended the wnr within the torrdtory of Lhe fuatrian
Hethorlends., During the course of this occupatien, the French respected
the institutions and kepil certein officials, but they reised taxes and
reeruits,

The administration of the posts was managed by the occupying
nover; many of tha alrectors were renlaced by French agents and thse
receipts mede n profit for Frence, On 27th June 1745, et the comp
below Tournni, Louis XV prohibited: “giving any trouble or hindrance
to the postel ccuriers nnd ordinnry postillions, not only of hisKingdom
but of rll other countries even of the enemy®,

Mot wenting to be behind her adversary, Marla Theresia oave the
same nalecusrd rrom frussels on 7th July 1744 nna, on 25th October 1746,
Moreau de Seyehelles, Administretive Officer of the French Armies in the
Austrisn Netherlands, directed the contrsctors in the provinces of his
department, to send to the uffice ol 'he administrntion in Brussels;
"coplea of their ccreountst,

As o result of the Pence of filx~1le~Chapello, on 23rd Qctoter 1748,
tho accounts wvere torminuled in 21l the nostnl offices st Lhe date of
20th November 1748, Thua, the receipts in the nume of the Prince of
Texis, who graduslly replsced the French employees in proportion to the

evecustion of the territory, look effect starting on 21st November,

AUDENARDE
(I TRNAY

SOMBREF YPRES FURNES

The use of menuel strikes to mark the place of departure of the
lettere became penercl practice pnd monusceript inscriptions sare still
encountered a great deal,

The strikes of "port-peyé" (postape puid) mcke thelr appearance:-

These strikes also perved for stamping the letters of the military ns
well as those of the civilisn population.

It is aven probable that the military agents, handling the objecta
of correspondence of the army post in the szme locrlity as the civil roe
may have uged the same monual strikes for strmping the departure on the
militery lettera.

These mnrks are thus token into considerotion as al[ixed by French

officea in conauered or occupied territory, and are sought after.

After the War of the Austrian Succegsion

The Treaty of Aix-lp-Chepelle in 1748 returned to the fEmpress nll

thot she possessed in the Low Countries belore the war,
The Seven Years War (1756-1703) did not spread into the Austrian

Netherlands and did not enteil sny territorial chenges lor them.

Meanwhile, on 30th December 1758, by virtue of & trepty betueen
the King of ¥rance nnd the Empress of Austria, the towns of Ostend end
Nieuport were entrusted to the selfe-keeping of Frence during the ver.
Thig occupation lusted respectively up to 10th nnd 15th February 1763,

Joseph II, Emperor in 1765, ruled nlone alter the death of hia
mother, the Empress Mariam Theresia, which occurred unexpectedly on 29th
November 1780. He suppressed the regimes of the Borriers by deciding,
on 7th November 1787, upon the destruction of the f(ortresses that
gheltered the forelgn parrisons, On lsth April 1782, the lost Dutch
left the Barrier locctions, After frontier incidents with the United
Provinees, the Treaty of lontaninebleau, on Bth November 1785, regulated

the ruestion ol Lhe boundaries,
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The tinited Provinces renounced their clonims on Postel and ceded
Dnlhem ond other places; the Emperor abandoned his rightsover Maestricht,
Vracnhoven end other towns., This treoaty come into effect on 10th June
1786, ‘the territorinl differences with France, Prussin, the Prince
Bishop of Lidge, Lhe Prince Abbot of Stavelot-ielmédy and othor
neighbouring states were settled nt Lhe some tima,

This period anw the confirmation of the improvement initiated
previously in the postul ares, Numerous decrees wsre published
tending to incrense the efi{iciency of the postal service, Without
being conecernad with the technlcul details, the Sovereigns neverthelcss
continued to intervene to {ix toriffs and to repulate claims,

‘*he Duke of Lorrrine, Coveinor of the Low Countries, by a decree
of 2 Lh February 1750, authorised the eatablishing af a post on horssback
to Meerdyck, Dreda and Berg-op-Zoom with atagea at Achterbroek, Nederboach,
Yostwezel rond Putte,

‘the frunchise exceptians, in fevour of the postal tenants, continued
Lo be theobject ol decrees; of 14Lh July 1751, 23rd July 1755, 12th i*ebruary
1759, 13th ¥ebrusry 1767, 1lthMay 1769, 13thJanuary 1773, 5thDecember
1774 wond Gth Karch 1770,

In 1753 de Tuxis nsked, under conditlons fixed by himsell, for the
renew.l of his lense uhleh would expire an 4th May 1754, l{e obtained
satislnction on 10Lh ¥ehrunry 1753, despito the opposition of the Stutes
of Brnbant, who wanted the gwme conditlons as in 1729,

On 12th Mebruary 1757, the decree of 9th June 1729 reluting to the
postal franchises, unn completed by a regulntion stipulating that "“every
remonstrance, rescrlpt, notice or memoire, sent to the govornment, and’
not directly concerning the service of the Empress or the public good,
must be [raenked®,

In the same year, on 8th July, the Councll of Hainout rotified o
regulrtion Vor Lhe messenpers from Chimny to Mons nnd vice-versa, The
follouing year, on 5th July, n decree giving the best direction ol' the
routes of' the post from Brussels to Luxembourg, ciled the post offices ng
follows:~ PBrusolos, Cennppe, Sombreff, Namur, Vivier Llfipnesun, Cmptines,
Hanrche, Grandchrmps, Flemisoul, Steinlorl ond Luxembourg,

On 5th July 1799 o decree of Princo Churles of Lorraine concernod:
“the vislt whlch vas made Lo Ghent by Lhe mail conch of tho postal
poctilions. On (th Cetober 1764, u regulniion prohlbiled: "the couriers,

poetilions and other postal supporters from charging anybody for the
tranasport of merchandise.” The lease obtained in 1753 by the Princeof
Taxis was due to expire on 4th May 1774; but Prince Alexander-Ferdinand
already in 1768 easked for ita renewal, Astonished (with reason) at this
great haste, the Financial Council again proposed té control the receipts
and to go to an adjudicotion, But again, due to the influence that he
exerted at Court, the Prince of Taxia obtained a new concession, dated
9th June 1769, for a term of 25 years, for the price of 135,000 florins
per year, The new lease authorised the public to include articles of
value inside the letters which must be previously franked and registered,
by the sender, at the postal office. In the absenceof these precautions,
letters which appeared to contain money or of which the superscription
leads to the supposition that articles of value Lere enclosed, were sent
to the General Office of Dead Letters in Brusselsvhere they would remain
until they were claimed.

On 20th December 1769, a regulation of the Queen-Empress forecast
pmeapures to prevent the defrauding of the royal postal rights and
confirmed the-edicts of 4th November 1551, 2Bth September 1566, 13th
November 1600, 29th Auguat 1677 and 16th October 1713,

On Bth January 1770, a decree settled the posts on the new route
from Hal to Ath, by Enghlen:-

1 post and a half from Brussels to Hal and vice-veraa,

2 poata frow Hal to Braine-le-Copte and vice-versa,

1 post and a half from Hal to Enghlen and vice vergam,

1 post and three quarters from Enghien to Ath and vice-verass.

On 1lst December 1773 a ruling of the Council of Luxambourg
establiehed messengers in the parte of the province vhere there was no
postal service; Vianden, Ettelbrilck, Schleyden, Neurbourg, Meisch,
Diekirch, Hoscheidt, Hogingen, St, Vith, Weiswsmpach, Kayl, Echternach,
Bitbourg, Remich, St. Hubert, Mirwart, Orchimont, Neufchdteau, Bastagne,
Houffalige, Durbury, Etalle, Hachy and Graide.

The complementary arrangements, relating to the letter post frenchise,
were the object of a communication from the Eapress dated 23rd January 1776.
on 5th February 1776 the guards at gateways and bridges were forbidden to
delay the pontai couriers wvho carried the letter mail.

In the same year, a Frenchman Sir Paris de 1'Epinard, preeented to
the Governor a project for establishing a Little Letter poat in Brussele,
1,0, an institution carrying the city letters for the city exclusively. ‘

£ ON ‘0l "10A ISOdvDT13g



<

€ "ON 01 "1I0A 1SOdvoT1dd

*$11 abeg

lle proposed amongat other things:-

1.
2.
3.

be
5.

The establishing of o general office in the centre of the town,

hourly distribution on the hour,

the possibility of pre-payment of the letters by meane of special

merk s,

stawpinzg the letters with a date and hour strike.

At the end of 1789, commerce and industry had so expanded that, in
all parts of the country, the postal service was so organised that uhere
there were no offices, messenyers existed subjected to common reguletions
which puarantaed the raguiur trangport of correspondence,

There were about 140 postal tenanclies, with or without offices,
of which there were 80, known by having the plnce of depsrture marked,
(Those marked by a +).

indicating on the letters the name und address of the sender,

6, carrying cireulnra at n reduced tariff,

The attorney-generel of Drabant, pleading that fhe Litile post wes

only able to prosper in large cities, like London nnd Paris, finally

rejected the nroposal,

On 19th June 1777, a decree regulnted the course of the post by
the new peved route from Ghent to Ostende by Deynze, Thielt and Thourout:

These are those of 1744, plus the tollowing:~

tvo posts and n cunrter, from Ostende to Thourout
tvo posts, [rom Thourout to Thielt

n post and a holf, from Thourout to Brufes

tvo posts, from Thourout to Dixmude

a post and a gusrter, from Thourout to Roulers

one and a half, from Thourout to Oudenburg

one and a halt, from Thourout io Chistelles

ong and a quarter, from Thielt to Deynze or Petegem
tvo and & halfl, from Thielt to Courtrai

one =~nd 2 1all, from Thiolt to noulers

one and a half, from Deynze or Petergem to Ghent,

ACHTERNROER + FONTAINE ¢ RENAIX

4 BATTICE FRIAINEUX HoLpUC

4+ HINCH GHISTELLES ¢ STAVELOT

+ DEVEREN + UOSLIES TELLIN
BUCHOL'T HAMMONT THIELT

+ Uouxsu HAVELANGE , THORR

4 CAPENYCRE HOUUSTHAETEN THOUROUT

1 CIHIMAY MORN + VEQVIEKS
CORTENURRG I.FSSINES VIANDEN
CLUVIN + MALMEDY 1 YILVOHDE
LIXMUDE . VIHTON

+ EBECIOO + WATERVLIET

+ EUPEN PUTTE WESTWEZEL

In 1787, at Brupsels, the "Bruxelles" cachets are replsced by "Brussel®;
BRUSSEL . For the other Flemish touns, such ns Bruges, Courtrni,
Audenarde, Alost etc, nothing similar can be proved, The manuscript

inseription of the place of depurture was again in use.

TYPE P.ANM.

3
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On 5th May 1781, a decree was concerned with the messengers in the

province of Luxembourg,

The Thielt office was transferred to the place where the road to

Thielt joined that from Courtrai to Brupges, by a decree of 25th Aupust

1783,  This place thon wes actually celled "Poasterie®.

On 18Lh jupust. 1784, a decree eatpblighed a post:l Llenaney al

Renzix ¢nd regulated the posts in the following manner:-

two posts
two posts
two posts
*inally on 3JCth

from Zenoix to Gremmont

from iienn’x ‘o Leuza

from enaix to Ath,

September 1759, n decree established o postal tenuncy at

turnes vhere, however, en off'ice had existed since 1095,

T Debotiot)  Veviy,
ecnrre——————— e h——/‘-‘

But the use of signature stumps became gradually more feneral.,

(Continued overleaf)

REMEMDER ...,. A STAMPED ADDRESSED FNVELOTE
SIUQULD ACCONPANY ALL ENOUIRIES TO THF A,5.C.
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DESTAVELOT

D'EECLOO  SPA  CHARLEROY
MENIN EVFEW  DEVISE
ARLON Framisaur DIEST
DE HUY GENAP DEMASEYCK

Luxems CBIGB ™M ALMEDY

Nive lle, W

& F ©
0 ™)

1 0E

At Apversa; 11 : Dattice ; G : Gand ; V 5 Vilvorde i T1 Tournal;
M : Menin; SH : St Hubert.

Certain offices even used the cachets "Port Payé" or YP.P,M -
those of louvain, Ghent, Bruxellea, Malines, Ostend, Brugas etc.

LOUVAIN QAND
ﬁo
P P ‘.‘ : ‘.‘
o
o Cp:Pd
[ - ; ‘)
BERUXELLES MALINES

PP

OSTRNIR RRUAORS

1t 18 vorthy of note that for letters sent "Port Pay@&!, the increase in
the postnge due was indlcated on the reverse and not on the front of the
letters.

Letters carrying the same above, but imprinted with a rubber stamp
are rarely encountered, malnly because it was very unusual to write "Port
Payé" and, in the second place, because the postmansters seemed to have had
a preference for manugcript annotations, Franco., P,P, ete, which nre
encountered more [requently but which were, nevertheless, little used,

In order to show to the reader the obligations of the postal
tenants and letter distributors we give, in Appendix VIII, a copy of the
agreement concluded, on 9th Jenuary 1789, between the directrix of the
Posts of Ghend and thedistributor at Eecloo. (Not reproduced here: J,F.G.).

GConclugion

The auther then deals with the revolution in 1789 in Brabant and
the creation of the "Republic of the Low Countries® in 1790, in opposition
to the reforms of the Emperor Josef II, and the submiseion of this Republic

to the Emperor Leopold II; a subnission formalired by the Treaty of La
Haye on 10th December 1790. From the point of view of the posi, nothing
changed in this period. lovever, on 29th April 1792, the First French
fepublic declared war on Austria, defented the Austrinns at Jemappes on
6Lh November 1792 and took Brussels on lith November, The jurisdiction

of the Princes of Tour and Taxis in postul mntters was abolished and the

)
i E

era of the Austrian Netherlands came to an end,
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