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I hope you will like the latest offerinpg. 1 have obtained for you translations
of several articles -The 1 fr Tin Hat by Leo Tavano is an intersting snd important
eand I have decided lo serialise the Railway 8 tamp Article, it should run to at least
20 pages. At last we have a record of the display to the France and Colonies Society.
1 have been taken to task re the small print of some reprinted articles and trust the -
present offering is belter ( I have enlarged the Austria item from its normal print
size!) I end this issue with two articles that have been produced to go with
displays arranged for the YWednesday 17th September meeting of the Circle at Congress
at Norwich. Jack Andrews, who is being awarded the Congress Medal ,is showing us
Belgium, 1450 to 1790, and Reg Harrison is showing the Elstrom lssue. I am sure that
you will all want a copy of these notes and I have therefore published them for you
in advance of the display. Coples of the notes with a covering sheet will be given
to all our visilors at Congresas. Note also that Following Congress we have a weekend
meeting at the Park Farm Hotel, Hethersett, Morwich, and I do hope lhat some members,
in addition to those notified as attending, will be able to Join us, if only for a
day or part of a day. Dalasse Magazine-an Index and Belgian Philately~The Literature
Iist have been published and have been well received, sales are encouraging and
should cover the cost of this edition of Belgapost.

I am about to publish a now work;~ The German Occupation of Belgium 1914 - 1918,
by Reg Harrison. It runs to about 70 pages and will be sent to members shortly at a
cost of £ .00. I should then cover production cests so that I can then publish
other works that are in the preparatory stages.
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To fill this last space - I need more articles from you please,
No matter how long or how short, or how obscure , please write to me.
Articles do not have to be typed, provided that 1 can read your writing!
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This article was published in the neWslettgr of the Cercle Paul de Smeth and
has kindly been translated by Dr Jack Gibbs.

A VERY INTERESTING STAMP :

COB 175

“Roi casque, 1fr.orange

by Leo TAVANO

GENERAL DRETAILS

0f all the postage stamp issues of Belgium, the one for King Albert "casgue"
is without question the most famous.

Of the fourteen values which make up this set, the 2 fr lilac stamp is the
rarest and therefore the most sought after.

However, the most interssting stamp te study from the point of view of the
engraving is certainly the 1 fr erange. It iz a stamp which deserves more attention
from philateliats!

The "Roil Casque " set is a commemorative issue, issued in 1919 in honour of
victory; for this reasen the printing was rather limited for the values above
25 centimes.

The stampa from 35 centimes to 10 francs are often more difficult te find in
good condition used rather than mint.

25 cent olive brown printing : 300,000 1 plate
40 cent vermilion 300,000 1 plate
50 cent brown 300,000 1 plate
1 franc orange 100,000 2 plates
2 francs lilac 30,000 2 platas
5 francs carmine lake 30,000 1 plate
10 francs claret 30,000 1 plate

This issue designed by Jean DE BAST and engraved by Henri CHEFFER of Paris
was recess-printed by the Dutch firm Enschede and Sons of Haarlem.

Prepared with great care, ceveral plates show retouches among them principally
the two plates of the 1 franc orange.
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1 Fr Orange ( C O B No 175 )
date of issue: 25 October 1919

printing 100,000 copiea

sheets of 25 stamps { 5 x 5 )

plates Nos 1 and % .
retouchen plate 1 = 11 stamps

plate 3 - 4 stamps
position of the retouches @
plate 1 ¢+ 5 , 6, 7, 12, 14, 15, 19, 20, 22, 23, 2h.
plate 3 : 7, 9, 21, 23

The retouches affect the upper and left side frame lines. Up to now, no

catalogue lists all the retouches of this stamp ; the few articles dealing with this
matter lack precise detamils of the positions of the said retouches. Here I hope to

£i11 these gaps.

N B . : the printing of 100,000 stamps divided by 25 gives 4,000 sheets,that is,

2,000 sheets for each plate, .
Plate # ¢ 2,000 sheets each with 11 retouches
Plate 3 : 2,000 sheets each with 4 retouches

1]

22,000 retouched stamps
8,000 retouched stamps

i

Which gives us a total of 2%0,000 retouched stamps (= the printing of the 2 fri)

Each retouched stamp has therefore an individual total of 2,000 copies. This
shows therefore the interest in searching for and the difficulty of putting together

a complete range of the 15 different retouches.

A very good stamp mint, the 1 fr orange is, in my opinion, rarer used, especially

Oﬁ cover or document.

On a non-philatelic cover, it is almost impossible to find. Used retouched
stamps are therefore very desireable
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1919 “Roi casqué,, 1frorange RETOUCHES

PLATE 1

1/5 recutting of the upper frame lines to the right: recutting of the left
side frame lines : from the top corner to the level of the peak of the
helmet.

1/ 6 Recutting of the upper frame lines and thickening of the outer frame
(from the 18t E to Q of Belgique ).

/7 " Marked recutting of the upper left corner { 11 diagonal lines)

— -

/ 12 Recutting of the upper frame lines and thickening of the outer frame
( from above the L to the right corner ).

1/ 1%, Slight recutting of the upper frame lines and thickening of the outer
frame ( from above the L to the right corner.

—

/ 15  Minor recutting near the upper right corner ( 4 lines).

—

/ 19 Minor recutting of the right upper corner { 5 short lines): recutting
of the left side frame lines {(from the top corner to the level of the
peak of the helmet).

1/ 20 8Slight recutting of the upper frame near the left corner: strengthening
of the inner frame line

-

/ 22 Recutting of the upper frame lines: from the left corner to the level
of the U .

—

/ 23 Marked recutting of the upper frame lines and the background linest
from above ELG: slight recutting of the right corner ( Stamp with
Plate No 1 . )

1/ 24 Slight reculting of the upper frame lines above BE, deformed lower
frame line.

PLATE 3

3 /7 Slight recutting at the top left corner (10 diagonal lines),
thickening of the outer upper frame to right.

3/ 9 Slight recutting of the upper left corner ( 7 diagonal lines )

3 / 21 Slight recutting of the background lines to the right of the last E
of Belgique { 5 diagonal lines )

3 / 23 Slight recutting to the top frame lines in the left corner and above
the LG of Belgique { Stamp with Plate No 3.).

| 1920
Pi.1 2223124 PL3 (21 [23
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isplay by the Belploi Stwxdy Circle to the PFronce mmd Golonles Philateliq

Socliety on Yednesaday 27th Aprll 1983

Displays hy:- S J Andrewa, D ferrnsCord-Johngoen, A Culgnlez, fr J Gibba :
I Green, 1 T Harrdson, T A Hancock, N J Martin, A G Wood,

The lhdstory of Belgiom hns ak wany times been marked by foreign Influencea
In fact there were only brielf periods prlor teo independonce in 18J0 when Belgium
was not undar spme extent of lorelgn presence or domination. The many Ware that
have been waged on her scil and tho respective occupations bave leflt vory olear
impreanisona on her postal history, More thinn that of any other country,the
influence of France wanileslas 4tsell and roanges from the envly wars of louis XIV
to tha joint Franco~Dolginn admindstwailon of the Givet/Fumay reglon during
World War I

Earlient poatal examples of the French Iinfluence were from tha Dutch HWar
of 1672-1678 whan Lthe anrmlea of Loula XIV lollowed the Iiver Mcunse 1n whnot were
than the Spanlal Netberlands intp the United Provinces of ilolland, Two copy
lottars of 1678 from Military camps mRt Ghent and Ypres were obown,both signed
by the great reformer of the French army, the Morqulas de Louvela, ns woll as a
lettor Crom the German mercenary Duke of Schomberg whno served in the French Army
from 1650

L

The fArat Mull eccupntlon, still durlng the redgn of Loulas XTIV was during
the Wnr ol the r:ipﬂ!’iiﬁh Sucoesalon( 17061~ 17151} Jt 1a [rom tiide period that thae
FMrst band-struck Lowsn wmorkas are known, moatly used in towns under [rench
ocoupation., An exnmple ol one of these scorce markinga was that of -
on n letker of 1698, Okther letters from the period included a letker TOVRAMNAY
wilth *de lurnes™ in manuscript of 1705 and an interestlng lebter ‘
From a soldier serving in the army of the Enrl of Stalr writing home aliout the War

"Poatal evidence ol tho Troanch oceupntion during the War ol the Austrian
Successlon (17H1l-174R} waa far more wilidesprend, lamd-atruck postmarks had by then
become widely used, nnd several examplea from occupled towns were shown, These

included a rare mark ’I?Iq I\J )C\jbr
*

dnking Crom 1747 and an unusual
type of marklng 1a pepative {rowm Mons, E;EI:E!

A varlely of military markings are kunown from this period, nhd examplsa
tlsplayed w
@lspliye ere of 1745 prior to the battle of Fontenoy

atnnding not foer"Army Pag"as once

Lthought but Cor®Armee Urlltanique} and a latter

with ‘ o
AM DEFL;{'\NDRE sent Jduprdng the period of Lruco prior Lo the

aigning of the Treaky ol Aix-ia~Chapelle in 1748, An Ilnteresting lotter sent
from Rolglmn to France oahdrassed (o Sir tlchiard Warren seems Lo confirm that

thle wna a nom-de~plume used by Donnie I'rince Chorlile while in France as the |
addressee 1s referred to as %your majeaty”, jZ)

Poatal evldence of the French Influence during thie Seven Yoars War QJE?
(1756-1762) 1a not widesprenad, Copiers ol the ones prohblematic
"dtAngleterre par PBruxelles® dndicates inlfluence at a somewhat lnter date (1780}

The briel cecapatlon by kthe [ronch CLrom Noveumber 1792 to March 17979 is
leas well documented than tho later period of the *‘departementa conqulat, and
has loft no distinct ovidence in the poptal niarkings, However a mark in red

ol
XTOUR‘NAY‘ wng phown to dllustrante the period

wheon the provitice of Haivaut waas snnexed by France as Depnrtement No BG(qunppes)

Next came n larpe aeleetion of the Bepartemcent Connqula, The 'normal?
types of markings C[row this peried,viz unpold, pald aad dehourse are woll known
aven il thevariety of their forms is lessa so, and many examples wrra shown
covering every department,

These wmarickags apart, there 1a a grenl dlveralty of sther materinl.,
Examples shown were a letter {rom Eupen showilng 1lts *nomrevolutionalire of NEAU
na well) as a letter Crom the same town with the printed heading "lnpartement de
1tO0urthe, Canton ('Fupen®. The many army mnrkings of the perdiod wore illustrated
aned inelwied an exnmplp of the enchel of the clvillan people’n represcntative
wlith the army,
Amonpak Lhin wore unungual documonls of

thie perlod were o meoney ovdor yibh the postmark
"OYISANVENSY and n hamdatrurck AnEUX HETURES" as pool
ol the bexb, amt a reccipk For a reglelered lebter sent
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From Ghoent te Menin in LBU9,. Other exampies of the diversity of waterial from
Lite perlod wera a lebker Crom Lioge on paper with a medallion portralt of
Napolren, enkry macks, wnny btypes of [ranchlse marksa, early dntestomps, and tha
"marquea postnlas doubles” of the burcaux de diatribution and dlrection on tha
spnme letter,

The next parkt of the diaplny began with n selection of the pental markings
frem the brief perlod of imlependence afber tha Freach expulsion in 1BL4,

Exampleas included a lebler Lrom Mona to london prior te the bnttle I) I)
of Watorleo showing Lhe uao of a marking From the period
truncated by the removal of the departmental numbor, Ivj () J}I ES

The Butol period (1815-1870) whon Belgium beeame part of bhe Kingdom
of the Notherlnnds showed the ¥French IinfCluence mainly in the appliention eof
intaernational pestal conveuntiona, and was fllustrnted by the rayon and antry
markas whlch became wideapernd, Tha early rayon marka were LPBIKR,LPBZR and LPD3R

for Delglum, L P
“ § B «2 R
) {LrhR and LPDSR applied only to

Holland dtaell, although LPBIN wno nsed more wildely for Dutech  thnn Delgisn towns)
stonding Cor "Lettre pays-DBns preomler(second or troisiemo)Rayon®as approprintae,
Theae marks wore used from 1818 to 1836 when new types were introduced Lo read
NIR, D20, BIR, DAR and DBSR (Belglque premier Hayon eic)

B4R (@an)

These wore uncd unbil 1848 , nnd were ot flrst truncnted versions of the carlier
marks :

An Anteresting marking vased from 18#B-1849 wna "R,FRONT "atanding” Ffor NMeglon
Frontiern"on mnil civenlnting willida 30kms of the border on the Belglan side
nud MOknsa on the French aide, Alpo shiown ware axamplea ol mnil {rom the brief
Estnlfatte service from Antwerp te Paria which laskad only {rem 18473 to 1895,

Mnll to the Unita:d Kingdom lins Crom Lime to tlme been routed either via
France or “elgium acoording bo the circumatancesa of the times, but lor mnny years
Calnia was the most used route; even I not the qulckeat, From the 1860%s onvards
tihie Ustend route becnmo more prominent probnbly beemuse Lha 0skend-Drussels
route was more direct, The Franco-Prussian ¥ac of 1870 gave emphasis ta the noed
for o routs avoldlng French territery, As n result ol the Convenllon of 1857 1t
vna possible Lo aend mnil to the UK via Cnlala with next doy delivery atill
being naaured 1f tho Ostend packet was mlssed, Mall wns alown to 1{llustrate the
surcharge requlred I'or this routo of 20 centimea (lnber 10 centimes) in addition
te tha normal. rate of 10 centimoas forr the Qatersl servico,

The World War I period too was very rlich Lln French Influence, and perhapa
the best exmumple ol this was the gant of the llalgian Govermment in exlle im the
lo Havro suburlb of Ste Advosse. Although lo llavrs wag aventually cliosen, there
woere several ethier nlternnblve offers, Amongat tho more unusunlt 1tems shown
worp the cancellatiosns of the le llavre Centrnl Telograph Office, use of tha
Tresor anid Pestes postmark by Oelglan natlonals and mixed Freach and Delgian
frankings. The lakbter wasn pn unusunl concesslion granted: the valid uwuae of
ancbkher: cnuntries atamps on Fronch terriltory, Other ltems from the poried
reinforced ite diverslity : mall sent [rom Frnnca te Jielgium Ly the Preonch Green
Cress Commlbtee, an unusunl Poate Mililalre Belge 1In Dlue, and postcards sent
Pram the Belginn mliltary boapltola in Fronce at Anvours (le Mona) and
Beauaecours (Huuen). Many Freonch Patriotle postecards were lasued to the Delgian
Lreops, and examples of thesa wore shown lnelwiing Crom Cho unoccupled Yaer
‘encinve'! on the north-west Fretnch Lorder, Thetre wos also a varlety of sarly
cenaor closure labela ond markings shovwing mall cenaorecd nt olther Calals or
Folkestonn,

Exnmplea followed of mall Crom the Givet/Fumny ol Maubeuge areas ol
Frnnce whicly alter Jutte 1915 were nttnchied bto tho Postndl Admlanlsbtration of Dolglum
Theno included 'Germnaniat! atrunpes overprinted for was in thé nrons, tha use ol
mlxed frankings, and the wmany typea ol Feldpost and cansor markings,

A mort interesting ending to the display was a collectlon of the litile
known NRelgdan post offlce in France durdng World War T1, This was the subjfegt of
nn article in the D S © Newslebters 81/201 & 82/211 (Pelgian Y0 in Molsgoac:

1940 period),
With acknowledgment to 5 J Andrews, R T Harrdnson & A G Wood,

N J Mortln



1915 Issue 10 c Die 1 by AG Wood 36

The following notes on this stamp may be of interest.

I will state the position, there were ecight panes of 100 used for this value and
they do not occupy the same position in the printing base in the various printings.
All the combinations are not yet known; a distinguishing variety for each pane is
listed belov.

The pogsitions are @ Top Lefi I IT Top Right

Dottom Left 111 v Bottom Right

Although the posilion of the punes for the 1915 prinkings is known, the
composition of the printing bases has not yet been esiablished, so the individual
panes are referred to by letters.

The following summarisea the printings as at present known -

Printing 1915 1919 1919 1920 1920 1921
early lale mid late
Pane A 11 I 1 I I
B 2 I11 Ir I
clred gy TIT
CI‘OBB)
n v I: T aril
T I v Iv
X v
IT 111 I71 I11 IIT
A I 1V Iv
A D A 7D A D AR
¥ 2 Y Y 3T Y
irmstrong AGHW AGH Brussels
Postal Muscum
The knpwn Depot Harks are:- 1915 1919 1920 19241 1922
AN AT, A'RC  ABCD BC

Further from a study of used stamps which can be alloted to a pane and
from the overprinted stamps it appears that pane X was used only for the 1915
printings, Poue C for 1915 Red Cross and late 1919, Pane Z 1915, early 1919, late
1919, and Pane D 1915, early 1919 and prebably mid 1920,

Most of the overprinted stamps Lhal I have for the Allemagne Duitschland
Fupen, Halwedy dislricls are in the red brown shade of the early 1919 printing

The dates ol issue aret- .
Allemapne Tuitschland 20.9. 1919 gltamps from pane Y
HMolmedy 20,3, 1920 stamps from pane Y
Fupen 20,3 1920 stamps from panes d & T

Although the Bupen and Malmedy sismps were issued on 15.1.20 ,bafore
those for the individwal territories. they sre not on the red brown shade but come
from the late 1919 printing from panes C IXT Z IV and A and Y. It is possible that
this igsue was decided upon afler the Tupen stamps and the Malmedy stamps had been
printed,

This resume does 1 hope show why some secondary varieties (those which
are peculiar to one pane) are 50 much commoner than others.

A close study of other values of Llris issue would undoubtedly yield
similar results.
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Pistinclive v;.u’iatiersv.

de 1l = be llhene K = Kicken L = Leveque

Pane a 36 8 {9} The upper rlght vorner of the white frame of
Lhe BELGIT shleld i1g contipued to Lhe rlght and runs in-

to tho background lines (K70, L130}.

Pane b 13 8 (F) TLower coloured Frame line and the flnal R
of BELGIE are covered wlth white lines {(de H 112, X57,

L131) .

Pane c 50 § (D} fThe lower right corner of the right_shield
is continued to the right (de HA7, K184, L178).

Pane d 81 S (F) White spot on the I of BELGIQUE deoining it
to the white line above {de H9), K18, L18}.

Pane t 7 S {E) White spur on the inside of the left 0 (de

, H34, K 156, 1319).
Pane x 60 S (1) Patch of colour in the last ornament on the

left and fine whlte spur on the lower right part of
thiz ornament (¥ 102, L2266} also small dent in left
frame B 1/2 mm from top left corner,

Pane y 85 5 (A} The 10th pearl on the left is jolned to the
oval (de n89, K 197, LA12),
Pane 2z 84 5 (P} The upper part of the right frame of the

right shield 1g deformed by a white patch {(de H 169,
K 165, L358).

The Stuart Rossiter 1rust Fund

The ate Stuart Rossiter made a will which, afller providing for bis mother during hee liltime, will mean that
# substantinl sum of money will be available for the prowation of rescarch into postal history and the publica-
tion ofthe uselul results of such rerearch,

The bulk of the money which wilf eventually come fo the Trost represents the proceeds of sale mainly of
Stuart Rossiter’s collectivas of material relded to Rast Afrien and the opening up of that pad of Africa by
Livingstone, Stanley and other well known explorers, The amount which will Bl into the Trust Fand eventu-
ally is substantinl, that is fo say i will be o Fund i six Tpares.

The Charity Commissioners lave apnroved Stuart Rossiter's Trust Fund as a charity as was Stuari
Rassiter’s wish, The charity sumber is 292476 and the date of the goversting instrement which is a Trust
Dreed is 3 June JO8S, .

The Trustees of the Fund are Jack Andrews, Bill Hart and Robert Jobason, wha will be known 10 many

postal historians the workl over. Theee iz o poney available to the Trust at the moment becawse Stuarls

mother is, as everyone woutdd wish, very nwch abive and well.

This notice is being publizhicd to deaw the attenfion ol any interested presno or body 1o The existence of this
charity, Any porses who would wish 1o know more about Uhe Fund for the purpose of making a pill or making
a bicquest or giving 3 covenant should write 1o the curtespondent Trustee who is R, L Johnson of 30 Queen
Charloite Sircet, Bristol BS99 7(¢4). Relovesee 6748588,
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STATISTICS ON THE LARGE SINGLE CIRCLE POSTMARKS ?

by Harry Green

Statistics presented here are connected with certain details in H Koopman's
book on the Large type Single Circle Postmark, introduced in 1875/6. This new
cancel followed the small double ¢ircle fype used after the cessation of the
numerical diamond dote cancel in 1864, and which remained in use until 1872/3

The following details concern the large asingle circle type cancellation to
be found on the 10 centimes green of the 1869 Issue, really commenced their use
in 1875 onwards for the next 8 years, up to 1883.

It is stated that the total issue of this 10 centimes stamp was about
765 million and it was replaced with the introduction of the 10centimes carmine
on 15th July 1884,

The Koopman hook lists some 1300 Town names, and out of this number some
483 Towna with P O 's were not opened until after 1883, so they are not to be
found on the 10 ¢ green stmampy, and means that only around 800 Town names are to be
found on this stampe.

M. Koopman goes on to give a valuation of the stamps which have a clear strike
of the Town name on a good copy of the 10v¢ green, and following his tables of
valuation one can also gain an approximate idea of rarity. The higher the value the
rarer is the strike.

Against the Town name in his lists will be found a number in the first column,

Any Town having a number from :-
1to 5 would have a value of 50 / 75 fcs B

6 60 fes B
7 75/89 fcs B
8 85 / 110 fcs B
10 150 fes B
Following this (R) would be valued at 250 fces
( RR) hQo fes
and (RRR ) 600 fes

In other words 1 te 5 would he comnsidered common
6,7 & 8 not so common

10 quite scarce

(R) Rare

(RR) Very Rare

{RRR) Almost impossible

Taking the current exchange rate at 68fcs B to the £ these valuations
would be around

1 to 5 up to 7%p to £1.30
G about 90p
7 £1.70
8 £1.50
(275) 10 £2.25
(170) (R) £3.60
( 51) (RR) £6.00
( 5) (RRR) £9.00

It is interesting Lo note that in these various categories there are only
5 Towns classified under {(RRR) , 5% under (RR) and 170 under (R) with a further
275 under (10). This means that out of a total of 800 Towns there are at least
500 of them that have a value put on them of over £2 each

Hardly believeanble, but there is something worthwhile
in collecting postmarks.
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with TLLUSTRATION OF SHIP

Egide Linnlg {1521-1380}
| De "Botw™ vaarl de Bchaldemonding
pabl| Vii==ingen binnen

P s AL AT

by Leo De Clercy

1843 )
Qilaverl op pansel, 86 % 12 em.
Notionael Scheepvaartmiseum
“Hal Steen”, Antworpen

T e } "“":;: ﬂ‘v 0 ascgranrgurpey ".. T e g »«A: rvmw-w":»:?w-‘ ‘.;M
oy &
ST /k;? ‘. ,
'_;;‘ ’ ,‘3' ] ﬂ; N .
! o }’/b y "
A Oy gar
Lot . L) .
SHIP LETTER '\rufey {5
2 AU 2 { ay ¢
< 1841 ’ \ '
LOKDOR ! - '
;»—mwmawmv O W U L NI At W

ANVERS 1 AOUT

R . 1

1841
Porten ¢ n)verso 3.
gewieht 20 gr,
Jesrocht 5 d.
Antwerpan lok.1 d. e
6 d,

20 gr= x 2,5;12 d.
b) recto :
i tot 16 gr 8 p.

1624 gr 48 p.
te innen 174 =
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The MAKE ~UP of the PLATES FOR THE DBELGIAN RAILYWAY S5TAMPS 40
1902 - 191% Issue by Erna Groshe, ( in 1933 and 1935)

Thir article has kindly been translated from the German by Dr Jack Gibbs,
and will be published in sections in the next few iscues of Belgapost.

THTRODUCTION .

The arms type Railway Stamps of 1879 were only in uso for three years
and were replaced in 1883 by the first issue of the Locomotive type, designed by
the Well known engraver of the first Belpian Portrait stamps, J Wiener. To meet the
needs of the period these stamps bore only French inscriptions. Az the bilingual
pystem wans introduced by Hoyal decrce in the early Q0's aof the last century for all
official agencies 1n Delglum, &1l pantape stemps including the Raillway atamps had
to be changed. In the year 1894 F Poortman was thus commissioned to make the
alteration to the design. This was carrled out by him in a very simple way, for he
adapted very mslightly the locomotive of Wiener's design by making the top inacription
smaller to contmin the twoi~ Chemins de Fer and Spoorwegen, and he placed the two
8 shaped ornaments of the bottom in each corner to leave room for Belgique-Belgie.
The inner circuler background of the arms was now filled in with horizontel lines
and round its base in a sausage shaped label ran -Centimes-Centemen. The vmluss now
appear in & separate black impression and were only engraved with the design in
the franc wvalpes to be printed in the basic colour of the gtamp. It must be said
that Poortman did not neglect Lo acknowledge as his, this design which was not
entirely his own work.

In this Poortman issue there appears the first typical plate flaw,
namely a break in the upper line C.3 mm wide between the letlers W & E of SPOORWEGEN.
This plate flaw (or is it a deliborate secret mark?) must have been on the original
die of these stamps for all the stamps of oz 2 1
all values show it and it carries on to B ol

o0 Ml S0
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i
th? Tollowing bicolaured issue. ;ﬁzyfm,_
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THLDSTHATION 1 .;*‘
1 Dreak in the top line of the inacriptien alb right
botween W & F of SPUORWEEEN. 2.Right hand trinngle
3.Top inneription right.%. Conl,5.Tender.6,Buffer ripht
Va8-ghoped ornmwent right.8. 'Srail' on wheel right
Je value tablet frame ripht,10.70bt and star 40 bottom

inacription,11.Valne tablat frnme Iefi.12.Bottom
izrcription.13:8-ohaped orhament left.d4 Track apree.
15.Duffer left,1hLamp.17.Chimney o18,.Chimney cover.
.12 Smoke.20.Top inactiption left.21.Left hand triangle
22.0uter frome line.?3,Inner frone line.

The Belgian Postal authorities de not seem to have becn very pleased
with either of these ispues by Wiener and Poortman, for already during the period
of use of the Wiener issue a circular danted 19 November 1891 woe issued by the
Director of Posts which read: -

‘ " It in established that various senders (7) have tried to re-use
Rnilway stamps which had already been used by removing traces of the cancellation
by chemical means ™

There follow instructions for handling the ntamps as followsi-
" 1. The cancellation of the stamp must be complete and in bold ink.

2+ Before delivery to the addresmee, the receiving office must
tear off the corner of this document and at the same time a
corner of the stamp must be removed. When the postal rate
requires more atamps the form will be folded so that the fold
comes through the centre of the extra stamps from which a
piece will ba torn, "

Section 3 declares that the stamps are the property of the Railway
authorities and ghould not be handed bnack,

It seems that the illegal use of these 'twesked' mtamps was so
rrevalent that it Was decided on 25 July 1902 to 1ssue a new bicoloured set of
stamps, which appeared on 1st October of that year. This issue is the subject of

the study which follows.
-« To be continued.--
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BELGIAN ERRORS IN POSTAGE STAMP DESIGN

There are a number of errors in Belgian Stamps detailed in the book
" ERRORS IN POSTAGE STAMP DESIGN " by D E G Irvine and M Seshold

and after I was asked to sort out a query about the 1930 Air Stamps I thought it
would be useful to extract for members the various references to Belgium.

Having the book in your library is the ideal, since it gives far more
general background to the type of errors that occurt I follow the pattern of the
book and give both page number and also Catalogue Officiel numbers.

We start with spelling and grammatical errorsj- under plants Belgium has
"HYPOCHOLRIS' instead of "IYPOCHARRIS MACULATA ' on the 1974 10fr +5fr (C0174#1) Pk,
while on page 19 we deal with a missing hyphen in LORD BADEN<POWELL omitted on the
1957 4fr (CO 1023). The spelling of Liege varies (page 22) there being an acute
accent in the 1919 (CO 164) 1920(C0299) 1938 (CO484/7) and 19%0 (CO 546 ) issues
and the 1929 Express 3FS0 (CO 292 F ).

but a Grave accent on the 1955 20c¢ and 2fr (C0971/2 ). This is not
however an error , for the spelling was controveraial until settled by decree of
17th September 1946 which ratified the spelling "Libge " with a grave accent.

As ah error of Identification the 1944 50c +2£50 (CO6L8) page 42, entitled
"The Gnod Samaratan " is out of place, since it was painted by Jacob Jordsen, while
the Red Cross relief fund issue was intended to represent only paintings by Van Dyck.

Symbols have been involved in confusion (page 43) in the minds of the stamp
designerse The Caduceus of Hermes, a slender wand, winged, with two entwined snakes,
R symbol of commerce and communications is shown in its proper context on the 1932
definitive issue -5c, 20c , 35¢, (CO 336,338,340 ) but without its wings.

Denomination errors - page k6 - involves two Belgian stamps. The 1915 5fr
showing King Albert at Furnes (CO 147 ) had Franken in the Flemish inscription
corrected to singular FRANK with the 1919 issue (CO 148 ). The 1916 Railway Parcel
stamp 1£10 Francs/Franken was again changed in 1919 to the more correct Franc/Frank

(CO 72 & 73).

Under Mistatements of date -page 52 - the 1f (CO 1269 ) issued in 1963 and
showing Julea Destree has date of birth as 1864 but the correct date of birth was
218t August 1863, at Marcinelle.

Errors in Portrayal of Subject -page 84 -~ concern a common subject for
stamp designers-~ Heraldry, governed by rigid rules of which many stamp designers
appear to be 1little aware. The British Goat of Arms on the 1950 80c¢ ( CO 823 )
commemorating the Anglo-Belgian Union has part of the tressure missing.
Still on Heraldry -page 87- the 1965 3f (CO 1336 ) marking the SOth Anniversary of
the founding of Toc H shows the Arms of Poperinghe, a hand holding a crozier on a
red field . It is a right hand bearing the ring of a Bishop and the maniple, but
the ring is worn on the forefinger, not as here on the ring -~finger, and the priest
carries the maniple in his left hand. Presumably, however, these are errors inherent
in the arms themselves and not in their reproduction.

An error in the Royal Monogram-page 90- occured in the 1962 set portraying
Queens, where the 40c + 10c value (CO 1233/4 ) showing Queen Louise-Mary should have
borne an ' L ' monogram, as shown in advance publicity illustrations, but in error
the printing cylinder bore an ' ML ' monogram. The error was spotted at the proof
stage and a correct cylinder prepared, but unfortunately the wrong cylinder was used
for the first printing and some 24,000 stamps with the error were sold in Brussels
before the mistake was noticed. Although efforts were at first made to suppress
the ' ML ' stamps, they were soon reprinted and distributed to discourage speculation.

Errors sometimes creep in where models are portrayed which differ from the
actual building or other construction - often because lack of money has meant
curtailment of plans. Thus the tower shown on the basilica of Chevremont Basilica
and Convent - page 109~ as featured on a 1£35 + 1£35 (CO 778 ) has still not been
built (1979) . The 1954 2f + 50c & Wf+2f (CO 938/9 ) featuring the King Albert
Memorial was apparently designed from a model, for the actual statue shows considerable
differences in the positioning of the sword and the horse's tail, while the 2f and
hf designs differ sharply between themselves re sword, reins and horse's tail,
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The 1938 set of 10¢ to 245 (CO 471.-476) to support the completion fund for the
Koekelberg Basilica showed the building as planned, with a dome not present at the

date of issue.

On page 118 the man being X-rayed on the 1956 4f +2f (CO 1003 ) is described
having his arms in the wrong position for a chest X-ray, they should be Akimbo.
Likewise St Martin rides on his horse facing the tail on the 1943 5f+25f (C)638 ).

Under the heading 'Impossible Compositions', we have-page 138~ the 1971 10f
(CO 1589 ) marking the Antarctic Pact shows the Penguins being photographed, the
Camera casting a strong shadow, the penguins apparently casting none,

Diplomatic Errors -page 147~ shows the Italian International Markings
depicted on the aeroplane flying over various Belgian Cities on the 1930 Air get
(CO Air 1-5 ). The plane carries the I[talian I - rather than the Belgian 00-
International mark. Here the stamp designer had copied the illustration of the
'plane from a trade magnzine, the 'Fokker Bulletin', not realising the national
gignificance of the lettering, though he had in fact changed it from I-BBEC to
I-BDEC,

Belgian Railway issues-page 150~ of 1879 & 1882 had French inseriptions
only: the Flemings objected and the issues of 1895 had inscriptions in both
languages. The 1952 issue (CO 909-911 ) 1£50, 2f, 4f showing King Baudouin without
the horn-rimmed spectacles he habitually wears, looking untypically close~-cropped
and accentuating his prominent nose, met with much eriticism and diaspleased the
King himself, It was replaced by a more typical {and flattering) portrait issue.
in 1953 (CO 924~6 ) in the same values, although curiously enough a 100f stamp
in the old design (CO 1075 ) appeared as late as 1958,

The 1£f75 +75¢ issue (CO81% ) in 1949 to mark the 50th anniversary of the
death of the Flemish poet Guido Gezelle (page 15% ) bore a portrait adapted from a
photograph of a painting by De Graer of Bruges, but the authorities neglected to get
permission first to reproduce the portrait, and the De Graer family sued the Beélgian
State for a copyright fee of 75,000 francs. They eventually lost the case on the
grounds that as the lssue of postage stamps is a government monopoly the De Graer
family had not lost any money through the Government's action, as no one else
could have reproduced the portrait in this way.

International Errors conclude this extract -page 162. At first sight the
use of English on the Belgian Express stamps of 1929 (CO 292 CDETF G & H ),
1931 and 1932 might have been considered an error, as the French '"Exprés' could
equally easily have been fitted into the available space in the design, but the
Flemings would have been highly incensed if their rather cumbrous term
'Spoedbestellung! had not also been included, so the designer chose a rather neat
if unorthodox solution.

I hope this extract will help to anawer some of your gquerles and perhaps
help in the write-up of collections, I am sure there must be more errors than
are detailed in this extract and I would ask you please to let me have information
concerning newly found errors and I will gladly pass them on to the authors of
the book. YWho knows, we might gel a new edition and then I would have to update
this article for you. ‘

J B Horne.

Suppression de timbres-poste
Les timbres-poste repris ci-dessous, quel que soit e type de
papier utilisé pour leur impression, ne seront plus en vente
aprés le -?1 mars 1986: «Lion héraldique» - nouveau type
«Lion héraldique» - ancien type 0,50F. «B» qF. «B»
0,05F, + précblitéré 0,60F. grand format 1 F.«B» 5F. «B»
0,10F. 1,50F, «B» 1,50F. + préoblitéré -

3%35. " 2,50F, + préoblitéré 2 F.«B»

, . » 2.50F, «B» 2,50F. + préoblitéré
050 ) , préoblitérsd
0,60F, v



POST in the AUSTRIAN NETHERLANDS : b3

Hy Anton Humpf-tikuli

This article was first published in Fnglish translation in Auatria No 75

dnted Spring 1986 and appears hers with their kind permission.

{Iranslated by J.F. Gilblin}

Introduction

- Further tov the article by Golonel L. Herlant, that appeared in
AUSTRIA Ro, 71, Spring 1985, pp.34-46, it was thought appropriate Lo
publish a translation nalso of lhe relevent chapter in "Neue Briefe
tiber ,alte? (Vienna 1931, pp.158-162). The tollowing is, therefore,
submitted as another contribution to o topic thal is rarely covered in

the philatelic literature.

Chapter XXIX : Belgium and Luxemburg

Present day Delpium, up to 1713, was a part of the Spanish
MNetherlands and then, at the Peace of Utrecht, at the end of the War
of the Spanish Succession, came to the Republic of Holland only to Fall
to Auglria, from the latter, o yesr later at the Pence of Rastatt.
During the Spanish and the Austrisn sovereipgnties, the [fouse of Thurn
and Taxis undertook the postol administration, French troops came into
the Spanish or Auslrian Metherlands during the Wars of the Spanish, Folish,
and Augtrian Successlons since France tock part in these,

There 1s no doubt that the firsl postal strikes of these countries

vere ilntroduced by the French snd these were tnken ovor by the Taxis Post.

L YRR Do gl v
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Al E " Ahb, 1B Ably. HIGI

From here outwards they then took their way to Germany. They are,
throughout, long strikes with French descriptions of the places. As
the oldegt, one knows the strike of Arussels from the year 1707. Abb.
1048 and 1050 shou later ebrikes of this city of 1747 and 1758,
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A, 1051 Abh. 152 Abh. 1153

Abb. 1049, 1051, 1052 and 1054 show other French strikes from the war
period of 1748, 1752, 1762 and 17606, Occasionally one encounters
also origin/arrival strikes with DE, as that of Liittich, which then
was an independent bishopric (Abb. 1053 of 1786) and obliquely written
strikes as Abb, 1056 of 1792, Around this period we also {ind strikes
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Abb. 1054, 158 Abh. 1056 Abb, 1057

with Flemish descriptions of the place (Abb. 1055 of 1792). However,

in addition te these long strikes there are slso single circle strikes
which only contain cne letter. Abb. 1058 shows such a strike of Ghent
of 1772, Abb., 1060 that of Antwerp of 1782, One might attempt to
consider these na Cily Post strikes as lhese were then used by the Paris
City Post to designate the post office, However this is not correct
gince they occur on lonp distance letters. The most puzzling, however,

is the H strike (Abb, 1059 of 1779), which I can follow up to 1807, then,

Abb. 1054 Abh. 1059 Abb. 1060

of course, in o somewhat larger type in a completely circular fornm.

Cne finds it on letters from Hamburg, so that one takes it for a Hamburg
strike, on letters from places in lolland, so that one assumes, that it
may be a border post strike to designate the pest from Helland. It was
also regarded as a city post strike, s French censor strike etc, 1t
is a faoct that this strike which mostly occurs on letters coming out |
ol' Holland and going towsrds or through Brussela, was struck on the

front side and that these letters practically always only bear this
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strike and no other departure slrike, Evidently, it might be
n question of o specific postsl strike of Brussels.

The French Revelution snd its consequences made its first attaclk
upon the Augtrian Wetherlands.  Already, by the end of 1792, Brussels
wag occupied by the French, Hovever, in 1793, it was again repcued
by the Austrians but this did not prevent the French, in the scme
year, in annexing the Belglan Hennegau to France as Depariment 20

{(Jemmaper; nfter the ploce of the first victory over the Austriang).
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Abb. MG Abb. 5452 Abh. IT63

Abb. 1061 shous a departmentsl strike as it was used in this regiomn.
The collapse of the sllisnee in the [1rgl ¥ar of the Coalition, foreed
Austria to cede the Belglan Provinces to France at the Peace of Leoben,
or Campe Formio, in 1797, and by this they were lost fler ever, From
these, as well as from the Bishopric of Littich vere erected the
Departments 91 (1a Lys), 92 (Bscaut), 93 (Deux-N&thes}, 94 (Dyle),

95 (Mevse Inférieure), 96 {(Ourthe), 97 (Ssmbre el Meuse) and 98 (Foréts).
Abb. 1062 to 1069 show tihe depavtmental sbrikes ol places from these
reglong, gmongst them twe P,P. sirikes (Abb. 1064 ond 1CE7) and  two
DEBOURSE sbrikes (Abb. 1062 end 1063) of which the specific three line
strike of Bruges attracts atlention. The strike of Venlo {Abb. 1066)
is also worthy of attention.  The asymmetrically arranged departmental
number of this indicates that the strike originally containsd the Dutch
descriplblon of the place VEHLINY, They {urther usually used, especially
in the smaller places, the esrlier strikes, also in Flemish {Abb, 1057
of 1800). ‘
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Ahb. 106 Alb, 1055 Abb. HGE

At the beginning of 1814, after the [irst defeal of Napoleon,

the House ol Taxis apain received the Belgisn postal alfsirs, Hoyever,



they did nol hold them long since the Vienna Conpress of 1815 formed
the Kingdom of the Netherlands oult of the Auslrian Netherlands and
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Ablh, 1067 Absh. R Abb. 19

the earlier Dutceh Republic, M. once, the departmentsl atrikes
vanished, that of Ghent was even used already in March 1813 without
a number (Abb. 1070).  The use of the French place strikes was
Torbidden and Duich or Flemish ones took thelr place. Thus, inter

nlia, from Gand (Chent) cane {Gend {Abb. 1071 of 1816}, [rom Louvain

GANDLEUVEN LUIK!
‘{G'-h‘( ND“NAME N BER muwy

Abl. 1070, 10N Abb. HITE, WY Abhk, 1034, 1075

(L&ven) came Leuven {Abb, 1072 of 1£18), from Namuyr came Nsmen (Abb,

1073 of 1819}, from Lidge (Luttich) came Luilk (Abb., 1074 of 1828) and

from Hons came Dergen (Abb, 1075 of 1828},  Abb, 1076 shows an old
P.P. Departmental Strike gtill used in 1828,  Frenko-place strikes,
such as Abb, 1077 of 1819, wvere also introduced, At the bsginning

ALl 76, sy Abh, 1079 Abh, OO

ke

ot 1829, the single circle strikes previcusly mentioned were introduced

(Abh, 1078 of 1829).
The constent atrife betwsen the dominating protestant Duteh and

the othervwise disposed catholic Flemish and Mallcone of flelgium led,

in the summer of 1230, {c the successful revell of Brussels and, in the

eutumn, to the declsration of independence of Belgium which, in 1831 at



the London Conference, wns also recognised by the Greal Powers.  The

Putch gtrikes were superseded and in thelr place appeared Belgiom double

cirele strikes in the French style, al first in a large type as Abb.1080,

later in a smaller one as Abb, 1083, One often also encountera single
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clrele strikes as Abh, 1079, The smaller pogt offices, with distribution

offleces, in 1836, received small single circle strikes with information

of the month in Roman mumerals {Abb, 1081 of 1841).
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The pogtal strikes of Luxemburg have a similar history 1o those
Al the Peace of Utrecht in 1713, Spanish Tuxemburg came

Likewuise, the first strikes were introduced by the Trench

nf Belgium.

Lo Austria.
and token over by ihe Toxis Fost.  Abb, 1082 shows the gtrike of the

Gity of Luxemburg of 1765 which used the shortened letterg as then used

in France. In 1795, Luxemburg was conouered by the French. Thoy

. PO8PY ouf”
LUXEMBOURGJ;

LUXEMBURC

Avb. f081 3955 Abb. s

received the country at the Peace of Campo Formio in 1797,rceded by
Austria, so that it came into France as Department 98 (Fordis). Abb,
1084 shows the P,P. Deparimental strike ol Luxemburg, In 1815,
created by the Vienna Conpress, Luxemburg became an independent German
Foderal State under the King of the Netherlands. 4As in Delgium we find
- Duteh long strikes instead of French ones (Abb. 1085 of 1818) Lo which

Lhen follewed, at the beginning of 1829, the penerally introduced Dutch

single circle strikes, The Belpian declaratlon of independence =ae

Concluded on page 50.
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THE BARLY POSTAL HISTORY OF BELGIUM

by 5 dJ i'lndl"ews 1FpRuP‘S. ,],i - F.S.P.E-

The Postal History of the area of north western Burope known as Belgium
can probably be traced to the time of Charlemagne,(742-81% A D ), Holy Roman
Emperor, when it is known that he established three postal routes in his domains.
In the year 1235 it is known that a system of communal messengers linked the town
of Antwerp with other towns of north west Europe. A few years later the accounts
of ¥pres, which, with those of Tournai are amongst the earliest to be found in
Belgium, mention expenses that wern paid to messengers for journeys between these
towns and to other towns such as Anlwerp, Pruges, Brussels, Courtrai, Mons, Ghent
as well as to England,

However, it is not until late in the fifteenth century that it ecan be said
that a postal service of any sianding was set up, when in 1490, Maximilian of Austria
following the untimely death of hls wife, Mary of Burgundy, at Hruges, returned to
Imgbruck and orxdered Francois de Tassis, a member of the famous Dergamo family of
courriers, to set up , postal link between Innsbruck and the Low Countries.

Ten years later de Tassis was named Captain and Master of the Posts of the
Low Countries, andthis family was to ploy an important part in the running of the
posts of the Low Countries (and of many other Duropean countries) for the next
three hundred years.

The Master of the Posts at thie time received a malary of 12,000 livres per
year which was to allow him to set up relay stations and to promise the necesaary
horses ond personnel. The work of the messengers was extremely tiring and oftén
dangerous journeys from Brussels to Paris which had to be undertaken in %% hours,
while 5 days was sllowed for the journey from DBrussels to Innsbruck. The messengers
were appoinled by letters patent, They carried on a starp e silvered metal horn
which was used ag a warning of their approach and at nighl to warn town gatekeepere
to open gates.Here 1s the establishment of the horn as the postml inmipgnie of many
postal authorities to this day. A few letters of this period are known but they carry
no pomtal markings.

Ag an act of political prudence both the children of Mary and Maximilian were
married to children of the Spanish sovreigns, Ferdinand and Isnbella. The son,
Philip, however died before he could succeed his father , and his ron Cherles, hecame
Prince of the Low Countries in 151%, was crowned King of Spain a year lmter, and
anointed as Emperor in 1520 under the title Charles Quint. He it waa who embarked
on long and costly wars with France and on his ahdication in 1555 his son,Philip 1I,
hegan the worst persecution the (roubled Low Countries have ever known, and which
continued until the Treaty of Munster in 16483,which reorganised the independence
of the (Dutch) United Provinces.

The currents of power politics were changing. Spain was now falling out of
the picture snd the France of Louis XIV waw rising. The United Provinces were
masters of the sea in the north and shared with Fngland an interest in preventing
French dowinance in the Spanish Netherlands - effectively the Belgium of today.

In the next 25 years five major wars rolled over Belgian so0il, with
Marlborough'm victories at Ramillies, Qudenarde and Malplaguet featuring the later
stages. In 1713, by the Treaty of Munster, the Spanish Wetherlands were handed over
to Austria when the young Empress Maria Theresa was fzced with the rise of Pruseis
and the War of the Spanish Succemsion, a French-Irish force beat the Anglo-dustrian
Dutch allies at Fontenoy,nsar Tournai in 1745, and having occupied Brussels they
conquered the country, only te hand it back to Austria after a short period.
Felgium was however still to change hands several times and was annexed to France
In 1795. After Bonaparte's first exile, the powers decided the fate of Belgium by
handing her over to the newly formed Kingdom of the Netherlands. The Congress of
Vienna was busy approving this when news came of Donaparte's return. His march
northward was halted short of Brussels, and when Waterloo had been fought, the
Netherlands were re-established, An outery against the liberty of Conscience to
which William I of Oresnge was committed eventually led to riote in Brusmels in
Septemher 1830, and after some hloodshed, a provisional government was formed and
a Natioral Congress elected, and the modern Kingdom of Belgium came into being.
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Al1l these wars and intrigues since the Burgundinn Period have been reflected
in the Postal History of Belgium,

The earliesl postal markings date from about 1670 - 1680 when manuscript marks
of origin, "de Mons", "de Bruges" etc are found togelher with a manuscript numeral
indicating the postage due on delivery. Shortly afterwards the first handsiruck
town markings came into uge although used at very few offices, and these did not
eame into general use until the middle of the following cenbtury. This later period
saw the confirmation of the improvements begun earlier in the postal field.

Numerous decrees were published, all tending ta increase the quality of the services
of the post,

A new and important renewal of the postal agreement with the de Tassis posts was
negoltiated in 1753 for a period of twenty years against strong opposition from the
Brabant states. Before its expiry, an important new concession for a period of 25
years came into operation in 1769. This gave the public permission to enclose deeds
and other valuable documents in their letters, which had to be franked and
registered by the sender nt the post office. However, like go many other regulations
for the posts, such a system had been in use for many years prior Lo the issue of
the official decrees. A letter dated 27th September 1753, marked 'Chargé" and
originally containing a2 sample of lace, receivead the straight line town handstruck
mark of "Courtrai' and addressed to Lille bears a manuscript charge mark of 8 sols
{(normal "local™ rate was 2 sols "single" or 4 sols''double' ) as this letter would
be double weipght due to its contents,.

This concession for registration cost the Prince of Tassis some 135,000 florins
per annum.

Letters sent postage paid normally received the manuscript rate marking on the
back of the letter, that for postapge to be paid an delivery on the front of the
letter. Letters also, in many inestances, (amd like a number of other countries),
were also marked with diagonal crossed lines on the front, and partly paid
(i.e. to frontier) with a single diagonal line,

About 1770 a number of distinctive circular mearks with a single letter in the
centre appeared. (These must not be confused with the later smaller circular marks
of the relay offices). These include A for Antwerp, G for Ghent, M for Menin,

B for Battice, and found on mail from Holland,ll, applied at Antwerp, Some of these
can be found in use as 1lnie as 1812,

With the arrival of the French in 1795, the famous Thurn and Tassis postal
services came virtunally to an end. Mony new decrees affecting the posts came into
force. New types of marks began to appenr in 1796, similar to those alraedy in use in
France since the beglipning of 1792. These wers in two lines, the upper being a
numeral representing the number of the department (the French having split the
country into districts similar to France) in which the locality of the office named
in the second line was situated. Letters psotage paild further received Lhe letters
P.P. placed on either side of the numeral. "Dehoursé" marks appeared at this time ,
always struck in black on the back of the letter, this mark being used on
re~addressed letters and marked for accountancy purposes. These marks, for obvious
reasons are uncommon and much sought after.

When the Dutch took over the country in 1814, many of the French markings, but
with the numerals laken out, were kept in use by many offices. These straight line
town markings were kept in nse until 1829 when the first dated circular town stamps
appeared, the day and the month being shown, without a year date. These were to remain
in use for a comparatively short time due to the formation of the Kingdom of Belgium
in the following year. Again, in the Dutch period, many new postal decrees vere
enacted, and many marks of accountancy, origin etc came into use.

For instance Frontier Offices, with their respective markings, and such markings
as '"Franco Frontier" of various types appear for the first time. Many of these markings
are of great intereat and much research work remains to be carried ont on their uses.

On the setting up of the new apd independant Belgium, new postal markings came into
use, there being different tupes for wain town offices, sub-offices, and relay offices,
together with many different accountancy and other marks, all again showing
considerable room for research.
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The first railway line was opened in Belgium in May 1835 between Antwerp and
DBrussels and s early as 1840 the Chief Accountant of the Central Adminiatraion of
Posts was charged with organising and managing a trial travelling post office on
thias line. A recltangular mark, struck in green inle, waa uoed on letters using the
service., The earliest known date af use is 1st Oclober 1840, The mark is very
elusive.

Socn after the introductinn of the adhesive postage stomp in Britain, the Delgian
Fostal Admlnistration sent o delegntion to Dritain to examine the position and they
duly reported, recommending the adoption of the printed wrappers ond envelopes
similar to the Mulready in preference to the adhesive stamp, The recommendntion was
not accepted, the authorities prefering the adhesive stamp although this was not to
appear until 1at July 18049,

Daring the pre-siamp period, postal rates 1n PBelgium waere quite complicated and
their full expalnation is atill far from completed. They represent an almost
formidable task and it iz impossible Lo attempt in a concige artice on postal
history such as lhis.

Specialists in this country and Belgium still have much te learn cn this
fascinating subject of postal history of a small country, a counlry Lhat hac been
the "Cockpit ,of Buvepe' for hundreds of years, »)l of which hss had so much effect

on Lhe svbject. G.dAe ibh86

Post in the Austrian Netherlands Concluded from page b7,

found Taxemburg in sympsthy with Lhe French. At the beginning of +the
fortles wo find the Belgisn (French) two circle type (Abb, 1087) and,
at the end of the forties, a form of' strike which is the same as that
then used in Fraonce (Abb. 1088), 'The old German "Liitzelburg" lay
underncath, slso as o Germsn Federzl Stote, bul ever more under

French influence,

Abh. 1087 FUN L2

The colour of the Belgian and Luxemburg strikes in the Ifith
century is practically slways black, on individually red, The
H~ and A- strikes on the other hand are always red. The departmental
strikes, up to the mostly red P.P. atrikes, are in general black
although many places #lso favoured the red colour. Inder the Dutch
sovereignty, the long strikes are mostly black, the single circle strikes .
alwnys red, However also the gubsequent Belgian and Luxemburg

strikea pre proctically always red; in the forties alsc blue,
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THE ELSTROM ISSUE OF BELGIUM
R.T, HARRISON

ORIGIN

On 7th Saptamber 1970 & commemorative atemp wee issued to merk the 4i0th birthday
of King Baudouin. The design, which showsed an cutline of the King's head, had a
feca value of 3.50 Franca. At the bottom, belpw the heed, in emall print, werse
the dateas 1930-1970.

SUBSE QUENT ISSUES

Whethar it was dus to ths good mcceptenca of the stamp appearancs or to its
roady availability, the design, with ths dates removed, was then usad for a
long ssrime of definitiva etamps, the first appearing in May 15971,

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Tha circumstancee leading up to the isaus of the criginel stamp sre uncaertein.
Previous definitive stampe hsd shown the King wearing spactecles but at thie
period he was wearing contect lenese end it eeemed appropriate to reflect this
factor (he has alnce been aaen uwearing spsctacles). It 1s belisved that a design
competition wae intended end that e Swedish man ~ H Elstrom -~ Was to draw up the
winning entry. 1In the event, Elstrom designed tha stamp (see initiala H.E. an
rightwhand corner of atamp) and may have baeed it on a portrait. Engraving by

C Laclercgz (initiale C,L. below bust).

PRINTING DETAILS

As with all current Baslgian poetege stamps (booklets excepted), the Statas printing
works at Malines was responaible for thaeir printing. It wae by recaese, the normal
method giving small shsets of S0 stemps (10 horitzontal rows of 5) with an
all~round margin, Use was made of two different types of prass.

(a) Wifag Presa. Used for the majority of values (but not large quantity
common use valuesa). Cheracterised by having twn perforation holgs
beyond stsmps on top and bottom margins; four plate numbers ussd (1 to 4)
which appaar in right-hand ehaet margin ad)oining stamp No 30. Printing
date below etamp No 46. A Bheat number in black ink appears in bottom
margin towards right-hand corner - commences with a number, eg, 64321.

(b) Goebel Press (2). MNormally used for common postal ratee requirad in extra
larga quentities and also coil stampa (the exceptiona to this ruls are the
16 F end 40 F valuea). Characterisad by having one psrforation hnle beyond.
etamps on top and bottom mergins: six plate numbers ueed (1 to 6) poaitioned
as with Wifag. Peinting date variea around below stamps Noe 46 and 47.
Tha shest number in black ink in bottom margin but more to ths lsft than
with Wifeg. Sheet numbars commance with e lettar, ag, AG4321. Vnwsls
danote let praes, consonanta 2nd pross. '

PERFORATIONS

124 comb. Continues acrese hoth aide margins but only by ons hole {Gosbel) or
two holes (Wifeg) into top and bottom margine. Look in left margin to sse thst
on some sheate the line of perforstiona is elightly out of slignment with the

stamp perforstions. Thie seame to occur on ths odd numbared plates 1, 3 end 5.

GuM

W ———

OUriginally Arebic, then P.V.A, Now Dextrina? Similer position as with G.B. stamps.




PAPER TYPES > 5

As with G.B, stampa, the progress of technology has produced changss mainly to
cope with sutomatic sorting machinery. There are four basic papsr types involved,
used in the following order:-

(a) Drdinafy White Paper. No ultra-violet lamp reaction (a darker variety of
thie peper also exists).

(b) Phosphorescent Paper. Blotchy yellow under lamp.

(c) Hdrriaon Polyvalent Paper. Used for two low values only, Little lamp reaction.

{d) Polyvalent Phosphor Paper. Appears bright white under lamp and enables rapid
sorting by machins.

All these paper types are all-over aurface treatments - no banding or etripes as
with G.B8, stamps.

Polyvalent paper is very strong and versatile for varioue printing purpoeas and
replaced six different papers previously in use. 0Only the coating or gum neads
changing to suit needs of different printings.

COIL STAMPS

For use both in vending mechines and coils eold over the counter. Commen Inland
Rates only. Printed on Goebel Press in continues roll form of ten horizontal
rows with top and bottom margins.. Both margins removed before distribution

as coils of horizontal rows. Issued sither (a) in rolls of 1000 etamps at
Philatelic Bureau, un-numbered on reverse. Collected in stripa of six to provs
not from sheets, or (b) in rolls of 500 for use in vending machinea with every
fifth stamp numbered in black on reverse (for accountancy purposes!). Machines
only usually vend one or two stamps at a time -~ collectors need numbered copy as
proof of coil iesue. The peper and gumof coil issues vary ae per the current’
production of sheet stamps.

The bottom margin (before tsaring off) bears a sheet number below every sixth

stamp changing consecutively and also tha date likewise rspeated every sixth stamp
throughout the roll. These etamps are produced from a cylinder of 25 dies horizontal
by 10 dies vertical, hesnce any varieties ehould be repsated svery 25th stamp.

VARIETIES
More work needs to be done on this aspect but few mejor varieties seen to date.
There is gome frameline weekening and retouching (eee 2.50 F and 40 F) and also

‘a *bald patch' sssn on 5 F coil.

IMPERFORATE COPIES

As with contemporary iesues, 1000 copies of sach valus wers released imperforate
to privileged persons. These copies were normally 'singles! but blocke of four are
shown, as issuved to 'very special! persons. Believed to be unusual, if not rare.

MILITARY AND RAILWAY OFFICIAL STAMPS

A relstively small range of valuee was issued for these purposes but are not
cowred in this display bescause they wers not wvalid for public usse.

BOOKLET STAMPS

The Elstrom design - reduced in eize - was used for a range of booklete. Due to
previous unsuccessful attempts e Malines, booklet production was contracted to
Enschede of Holland. Printing by photogravure and put in smell bookleta almost
identical to ths Duteh booklets, A small range shown for illustrativa purposes.



