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In Belgapost No 2 I stld I was sorry for delay: this issue haB been coming 
out to you for over six months. It is only ir: the last few weeks that it has all 
coo:e together,with translations and original articles to enable me to check 
the items before print. Within two days I received in the post material for a 
total of over 31 pages. There are many people to thank for their help, 1 shall 
mentio:i only one or two but please accept my grateful tr.auks. 

Page 42 is included for all those members who think they have a complete 
collection of Belgium ! We !lave Les Soulsby to thar.k for sending me the cutting; 
1 have done my best to produce it for you froE a very. faded original. 

I'he 1865 1Cc article was published in the Bulletin of the Dottignes Circle, 
and 1 have to thank my daughter Deborah for starting the translation a~d to 
thank Lawrence Green for taking over tho task and then tidying it all up for me. 
Arnold Cuigniez has provided me with the photocopies of the flaws,many tha.'lks. 
This has meru:t I can.do justice to the article for it was only when the article 
had been translated that I realised tr.at the Primary varieties were sho>m in 
Black and the Secondary V=ieties shown in Red ; and a:.l I had to work from 
was a photocopy ! 

It is quite surprising what still turns up and I print at page 37 an 
interesting booklet sent to me by Ha!'ry Green dealing with the Tin Eat issue 
and first published in 1921. The article on Rayons hEls taken a lot of thought 
and having now re~ived a copy of the original print I have had to get further 
items translated before I could publish, I hope that following publication there 
will be comment and information produced to enable us to add and expand on the 
infor~ation given heree 

I hope that volurrce 1 of Belgapost r_as proved to be of ii:.terest to members, 
over 70 pages plus Circle News. Now I must add my usual plea please for nore 
articles , snippets of information in fact anyt!lii:.g that I can print to put 
before you all. ' 

Please do read the enclosed Circle News , there are date changes to be noted 
and also there is another AUGTION beii:.g held on the day of the A G M • Last year 
the introduction of an Auction went very well so please try to make this years 
Auction ever. better. Look out your material now and either send it,or pass it 
to me, or at least send me a list of items to enable me to produce the List as 
early as possible. 

Projects still in hand are tr_e Literature List w!lich is being added to and 
will be talked about at the r..ext mceting,and Postal Rates which is still being 
worked on but I hope we can produce somethii:.g for the next issue of Belgapostc •. 

Eappy Reading 

Barry Horne 
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THE FREi'CH 1 DEPARTEMENTS 1 IN BELGIID1 

1792 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Presei:t day Belgililll was fror:: 1795 divided by the French occupying powers 
into ~ine 'deprrrte~ents'o Details leading up to and iLcluding the departmental 
period are as fo:lows : 

DE?ARm·:ENT ::\a 86 'fy
1
y-emap-oes' 

++++++++++++++++++++ ++++++++ (covering approximately the area now known 
as F...A:l:Ni\.UI1 ) 

First occupied by tr_e :i'rei:ch : November 1792 - ei:d M=c!: 1793 
Secoi:d occupation scartod end of June 1794 
Departement created 1st October 1795 
'The rowns using hands tamps 1tii th tt.e :Numeral 86 wore 

MONS 
Ai'H 

( the Chief Town ) 
CHir1AY 

EEAEMON'.i' 
BIN CH 
BOUSS'"J 
BRAINL.LE-COMPTE 
C:""lARLEROI 

EI>JGHI~ 

SOIGNIES 
J'OURNAY 

The occupation of this area ended on 1st March 1814 

DEPARTE!>'ENT No a1 1La Lys 1 ( FLi\NDRE OCCIDENTAL ) 
++++++++-H++++++.f.-f-+++++++T++ 

First occupation November 1792 to March 1793 
Second occupation s~arted April - June 1794 
Departement created 1st October 1795 
The Tcwns using handstamps with the r,umeral 91 were 

ERUGES 
COU3TRAI 

( CHIEF TOWN ) 
rr:::IDPORT 
OSTENDE FORNES 

GH::l.ST]:l.(1ES iYAFl'~ETON 

YPP.E,S MEN IN 

The occupatio!l e!lded on 1st March 1814. 

DEPARTEMEN'.i' No CJ2 'L 'Escac.it' ( FLAN::lilE ORIEN'I1\LE ) 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

First occc.ipation November 1792 to Marci: 1793 
Secm:d occupation st=ted Ju_'l.e - July 1794 
Departcment created 1st October ~795 
The rmrns using handstamps with the numeral 92 were 

AIDST 
AUD:!NAlDE 
BEVE...-:ml 
DEYNSE 
EECLOO 
GRAM1viONT 

( Chief Tcwr.c ) 
ID KEREN 
NIN0\1"3: 
STo:\ICOLAS 
lERt·101'IDE 
WAESMCT.'.iSTER 

The occupatiar~ of the area ended on 1st March 1814 
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DEPAR'.C:;J>!ENT NO q'\ 'Les Deux Net'1es 1 ( PROVINCE of AXT:~IERP ) 
+++++++JI l I I l+++-f~I I I I; 11 i I I I !+++++-I-

First occupation November 1792 to March 1793 
Second occupation started July 1794 
Departernent created 1st October 1795 
The Towns using ::!andstaraps with the nur.erE,l 93 were 

ANTWERP ( Chief Town ) 
CONTI CH l'.ALINES 
LIERRE TURNEOUT 

The occupation ended on ~st lwcl: 1814 

DEPARTE!CENT No q4 1L> Thrl ~ 1 ( PROVI:"1CE of BRfa.BJ\NT ) 
+++++++++++++++++++++tt++~+++ 

FIRST occupation November 1792 to Marci: 1793 
Second occupatim: st,,rted June -July 1794 
Departement created '1st October 1795 
·:r:.'le Town.a using Hands tamps 1.rli th t:hc numeral 94 ·~-:ere 

BR!ISSELS 
ASS CHE 
DIEST 
GEMAPPE 
HAL 
LOL"VAIN 

( Chief Town ) 
NIVELLE.S 
TIRLEMONT 
T\IBISE 
VILVORDE 
ltfAlJRE 

The occupation ended on ~st c1arch 1814 

DEPA:tlTEMENT No oc; 'Meuse Inferieure ' ( LE.S DEUX LIMBO!IRGS ) 
-t-+ I I 1 l l ! I I I +++++f:f.+ 1 I ! + I t I I +++-+-+-++-+-+++ 

First occupation November 1792 to March 1793 
Second occupation started July 1794 
Departement created 1st October 1795 
The Towns using handsta:::ps with the numeral 95 were 

HASSELT 
HA11MO!U 
l':ASS1}YCK 

ST .. TROlID 
TON GRES 

The occupation of the area ended on 'st March 1814 

:JEPARTEMENT No of; 'L'Ourthe ' ( PROVINCE of LIEGE ) 
++++++++++++++++~++++++++++++ 

First occupation November 1792 to March ~ 793 
Second occupation started July 1794 
Departer.-,ent created 1st October ~795 
The Towns usrling the hands tamp with the numeral 96 were 

LIEGE ( Chief Town ) 

c._":- • __ >--

EUPEN ( note: was also known 1798-1800 by the Revolutiouary uame NEfiU ) 
HERVE SPA 
HUY VERVIERS 

The occupation ended on 1st March 1814 

~fi':ml'f1;'i1it~_.21'++~~..i+~li:'l-t+~iTYrt ' ( PROVINCE of NAJWR ) 

Towns using handstamps with the nm:ieral 97 were 

NAMUR ( C:-iief 'Town ) 
DINANT SO!':EREF 
KA ... 'lC:'!E S'T, HL13ERT 

The cocupation ended on 1st Harch 1814 
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D~ARTEMENT No q8 •Les Forets' 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

( PROVINCE of LUXEMBOURG ) 

'.!:owns using the hc.ndstarr:p with the numeral 98 were 

AF.LON BASTOG:NE 
An error- occurred in the case of FALIS]fUL l:lhich incorporeted 
the numeral 97 in.stead of the correct 98. 

The occupation ended on 1st March 1814 

+++++++++++++++ 
It should be noted that only ~owns in present day Belgium have been 

included irA this listing : tl"i.ere are other Towns in tl"ie various departements 
these being excluded as they now belong to Holland or Luxerr:bourg. 

BEAUMONT-NORD 
numeral 57 

(Area of DepartemeLt 
(Dcparternent 'Nord' ) 

86 ) is also known with the 
ai:d 

PHILIPPEVILLE also with the numeral 7 (Dopartement Ardennes ) 
?his ~own also appears under its Revolutionery name of 
'VEDETTE REPUBLICAINE ' also ir"corporating the nur.1eral 7 in the handstamp. 

Cliil1.J'.Y is also known with tJ-_e nuroeral 7 as it was incorporated 
within the Ilepartement des Ardennes for a period. 

++++++++++++++++ 
Contributed by S J Andrews. 

++++ ++++ ++++ ++++ ++++ ++++ ++-++ ++++ ++-++ ++++ ++++ ++++ ++++ ++++ ++++ 
'BELGIUM'S 'VIC':'ORY ISSUE ' of JULY / 2/ o 

+++++++++++++++++++++...:..+++++++++++++++++ 4 

Harry Green very kindly sent me a copy of a small publication and his notes 
he sent with read as follows :-

- A soall publication 'The Kensington ?hilatelist ' was published on 
September 10th 19c1,being a quarterly journal produced by C Fox & Co Ltd of 
Arcade Chambers,South Ker.sington Station, London S'•l1. 

It was by ccincidenco tb1t the main article in their opening number was 
by Alexander Hollai:d,FRPSL, on Belgium 1s 'Victory Issue 1 of July 1919, better 
~,.,own to most Belgian collectors as the 'Tin Hat 1 issueo One is aware of the 
fact that quite a lot of details and information has alre~dy been produced on 
this particular issue,but there is no doubt that this article has certainly 
-been produced by sor.?ea~e t.;ho has obtai~ed considerable informatio~ \l!f'.ich may 
no\v be welcomed b~t any member who i.s interested" 

When such articles arc produced at the tir.:o when the issue was current, 
it was always much easier to obtain information about their production than at 
a much later dnte when the official details arc more difficult to obtain,and I 
cannot say that I have ever seen in any articles produced in later years such 
a wealth of detailed information that is to be foui:d in this work. 

The complete article as produced in Tt.o Kensington Philatelist is 
produced for you on the following pages numbered 37 to 41. 

++++ ++++- ++-++ ++++ ++++ ++++ ++++ ++++ ++++ ++++ ++...-+ ++++ ++-!+ ++++ -+--+++ 

Additions and AmendloerH 
1 
to Literature -Books by E & M Deneumostier +++ ++++++++++ 

B 9 1L 1EMISSI0:'.'1 DE 1869. SES l~w\RQUES ?OSTALES 1 

Page 132 : A 12 liste des obliternteurs 'double cercle',il convient 
d'ajouter les noms des bureaux suivants : 

AF.DOYE RlL1'R CCl<":!?ICH 
MARBEEANT (Coll.HoDulfor) RP.R WES'CCfa.PELLE R 

E 10 'GROSSE BARBE' E'.r ARi\IC:;::a:;:ES 1905-1907 
Page IX (rose) :au meme type que MARCHIN(BELLE-!fJtISON), il faut ajouter 

CHAI1PION (CCLLoA Baert et Auteurs) 
Page 108 

Page 124 

Page1177 

b) avec 13 points en quincince,ajouter: 
MEIJX 16 I II I 1910 

le 'Dunlex' d& Bruxelles peut se rencontrer avec etoule 
CREC'SE- (Coll~A Baert) 
en 1 Ligne : remplacer ' a partir de 1907 1 par 

' •••• deja rencontre en septembre 1906 •(Coll C Dombret) 
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The pa.f'lQr t11: ontinnry \Vhikt WO\'O ''dttio-ut ~'l'i\t-Ol't~lAl'k l\f11l 

Jt'm-0-Mc.n.IJy unifoi 10 for l\H \."i:tlU-09 r..nd prh1tin1jw., 

Thu wrfnrn.tion itt h~· ~ alni;;lo liniitl tniwhino- n.nd 'i~ n1>t 
vory wolf dotiu 1\.!.ul noithoo· iR ~hs ~un.ohino in iw1ieat- Hi}~cin1{ 
h.a~we»n .tdltt hol~. it iii t.lu1re.for.e rn.thor_ tlifl.icult_ fro ~U».Re tf10 
~itlrforti.tiou ~-Cttn\t'!llr \':ithout ~l'GJ\t Cl\tfJ, 

Th6 ~fm-a.tiont< Bl,.,1\-i!.Ul'tj 11 1 l l-j n.nd 001npr.il\tH:1 hoth 
W•)'• u~ i ll ~it<l Ii x 11 t though Lho lir•t "'"l ln•t "'" 
by !M' tlt_1;1 ,RWi~roor; in fn-c-t thH ont~ ono hP~;11 j~Jrfort\-LL~d i I 
lilH tM'utHHl i,.. Liu.l tO cc11t,i11iti !n Hl1Ut-1t1> of 2.i:i.. 

'l'lio 1 l u.ud ti~ i" nf;;n 'tuilH ~c1trt.J} 1u11I i.htt l i; X l ! il4 
~ .. ·i<louLl)' thu nurHHJ.f Vnl'iHt)' RHtt tho t}tltl in H)OMt i'e~H~ Uf4.l'!, 

\\'·() no\v cont{! to tho vuri-uull JJhtf,,J11 fron1 \vhir..:ih ~h"-llU 
luiu~l"otnf:I "°trun~ '?t'.UT-ii \rdntf;(l. -Ts.kh-u;.- flrst thCNJ.p fHf\ilo i\H•l 
yriut.t,lil in Botln.n4, w~ h~\VJJ.tbt:J f(~lowinu vt~luofl: lfl 1tnd 111 
~nihu~ .(iflil thei 1, 2'. (\ nncl 10 fr)ln~tl. n.nd in thhi e-nunoe1J,jn 
it might 00 \t'Jlll t.o rnt.intion a r~thtH' curioui:.i ht1pponing in th(] 
liD!liht1.rin}f Of 0110 ()j' t\\'0 of thtl p!t\i.!:JH, fti thu 10 conf,in10~ 
thor{l Kppuar~ aH n. phitu n11111!wr !\ 1·ovo1'!:i!Jd figuro "G,'1 1~lld 
t!-lthou"h thhi also (l(lc-tH't! on lho 15 contiuuJ in tho 1d1"~t" uf 
1001 i~ h-na ~1 f~t' e'ol'-:.ltjmri l'l>"'l.~iro Jn th-o 14laHlit\_ n-1 'J~. 1rhi:..i 
1'~Vl;l-:i U1'1. 1,U1'VUH tlif['1,i'Ont tJ-18-00». nf ~he JG O(IHLhnf!» in ii.hoot"' of 
Mi 1)('.ling pi~--6 nuu1httrf!; !, 2, a, 4, li, n tHH1 NJ\-'[;l.t'11.!-'ILl "6.11 111 
thn 15 t."tltltinit~ vu.lua \".-e tlnd ftv-0 tlliforent i>h1tos, iHHnburH 
!, :d, 3-.-4 ~nd lJ. 

!pi lhfJ 1 fi·~niJ v.;e, enti pip.ta nurnbc-rfl 1 nnd 3 l\!ld 

it fl.-~HHI- aouhtful ir th-ora ~Yt,H' \'.'Q,ij U p_Jn-ta. !lUlnhot' ?. !!}I It j~ 
tl~Hy tJ01udlilt' to provo frorn \thiLJh ftit\ttl nti:\ill:VS fWllHO ~vhun 
in 81,riptt or hlor,ks, !UHL 1i.-U t<o fu.1' ~xJun-inetl havo cu1n-o fi'(HU 
vltit-ul:l nuu1ho1· l or 3, IL iu, tHJ\Vllli•:r, po.h-sihlo th~L thill Vh\UJ 
1;1xh1t.fl, hut u..s tho 11u1nher (If i1npi'o:ii..!nn~ ft·-01n tho L\Vo pla-lo>t 
'IA'l'W only l;ine~tifth the. rlU!nher (roni thti thr•:tO plnl.o». or Lho 
:?,;) 11\lfltiHl-fl jil!\-tOIJ of 100, a, third µlu.-t1;1 \Vould ;,oorn UlHHJ-COl:I• .,w,. 

In th~ 2 ft'n?HJ8 LtiJJrti i'M'll t,_\\'O ph;.tetJ P.Jltl oori phtto u1wh 
ol Pw b And lO fr~no•, ~\ l'"'•t no l~r •1• i• known. 

\Vo. tharofortt h"vo thu {l1Hn .. .,.ina pliti-tu numhor~ of ~ha 
•h·"''• ol 23 or Holh1nd vrinlin~ llfltl HO rilr "' tho fr~uo ·~lu•• 
~r0 oouoorn~ tholiO u.ro ~lui o-nly ouut1: ~" 

Vnluo, l'l•to nu111liv11', 

10 Cj)nLinio' ... I, ~. 8, ~. f>, G, ruvor•<.•d 6 
llS 11 l; ~f 3, "· <~ 

l !r~no ,.. l, :I 

~ :: ~· ~ 
10 ,, I 

H ie nol lAA!i~lvoly known, hut yonor.lly •Ul>l"',;,..i, that 
0!1-0 firm ol Mooore. J. Enwhooo & &r» m111fo up th• pl"t."' ,,r 
100 for tha &lgi~u Govornmont frum tho dio• thoy h1><1 ornl 
repruLluoOO th(l 1110.~ al ~hv· !O l;\Hd l.5 coutirno11 io thtJ. l 00 
tJh~tt! ftclll t·ho pl~La~ ~hay J;!,.}rca.dy hu.d DJtt.dl' up oI :25, utiinj! 
four .or Lb~· to tnn.kc OU-(J na\v i~lll.tu. So tu.r. lt- hH.::i- lttJon 
hnposttihla to 0,ouurntoiy dat.1rmiu0 if t.hl" i~ gt') tt.utl !.lfl1!c-h u( 
tha KllHtll!'lr .ll1Btal! \\l<Jl:IJ uaocl in oonjuuotion ... vtth iJl.lllh oLhor. 

. lfowav~r, wo h•vo Urn following plate numhor• !or tho 
vn.riaus- valuao tt<n!l \1i10 n1ight c&Jl !Ltleution a.t t.hh~ tilno Lo ~\Vo 
f.H\l'Liculn.r l~in.~?s, ons llr pln.to of tho 15 cpotin1~~ IH_~:~i>erml _\~·ith 
~t re-rur~qd 0 1ind t\ plG-1.-0 of 25 ci..__;ntnnokl- \\'lt.huut tl.h)' fl~ure 
tD donoi.o lh~ p!~to number. 

V~ltw. 
6 ~nU1t1<ltl ., , 

1(1 
Jij 
20 
:l5 
35 
40 
Ii() 

" 
" 
" 

l>Jut.o nunilJi..in~, 
l, 2, 3, J, IJ 
i. !!, n, 1) 5. a 
2, 31 -:!:, 6. r-1.rvergrnl 6 
11 g 
1, 2, 01) vli1Je n\unh~~r 
1 
l 
1 

1-rfv) rruull.ining v~uol;l, prm;iun1ttLly rintirr,iy 110t10 in 
J~ol~iiuu £:.rn tho 1 i:uid 2 con~irnos, ·11.-nd t.hu !vlh)\Ving is a.li11t 
of pf.it,.\! tuuoberu 80 ftir kno\vn. 

V!irhtu. 
1 oent.itno 
2 .. 

Plu.Lo nuu1fK.)rn, 
l, ~> 81 ~I l>, ti 
11 2, 9,,.4-, 0, 6, 7, 
H1 -~l •. l0 1 ll 1 1 1~. li'I 

St.ci.iuJ}l}l,l \NiLh Q, ht~tHl aiiunp, rn lho llH\l'~in nf l\U ttheoL!,l 
itt. •1. tlouhlo lino1l ulou~ulcrl ooLugtHH\I. or I\ ~intiltJ lin<J nh10111t 
)\'ith r1lii:,h~l)I curvutl ou~ otub1 coi1~1daiug ~iih1Jr Lhll inttcrl)1Unu 



··~ :·- . 

a '1'111·! rmNl'!IH<!'l'ON l'lfll,.\'l'lo:f,H\'r, . 
~· -· ... ·-' -~ .. -· ,_ .. __ ~···--·-... ~ - , 

•• D1'1POT ll>lO" or" DRPOT Hl'lO," mu.kin11 four v~rietio11 in 
all. . . 

. ·: 

. Tho ulon~l\t.o<I oct1\~nll1ll iii 11liMhti y li1r14or Uurn Lho oh!onH · 
hand 11!.t.111\l '" Ii.re t.ho loL.tMil 1~11'1 tlguro11 of Uw in11orij>tion; 
~i<lc~ whioh, '!tt.i formo1· !11111 Uw litl\11\l 11iun. ( ..:-. ) l>tlL1\·1<on 
"P.liWO'l"' ~m\ ~hu fil{lll'\ll) clnnotit11! Lltu ym~r. 

Th~~ t1uunu1 i11dic1~l.inl{ ti1tt yul!r 11how th11 )'unr in whiuh 
tho pnrtioulu.r :ililloL w1~11 tlru.w11 fnm1 tl11> hloc k uf H~l!.Hljll! huld 
by tho l\fi11i1My oi H~HwuyM, !'w1~11 A.nd -i'~l"arntih• for 
trMu1for t·o tlio vi;.riuw1 110,'I~ t;iftio~. . .. . , 

Ty~ l . 1910 r.nd 1920 
'fypa 2. 1919 ~nd Hl20 

l~id~ i.he&n h~u1l 11t.&mp1t on tho ·m1~r~in ~hlll'P i11 pnr(ot· 
&t~l Lh'i}re~tl ~htl lut.LM ''O" 11ini;ly or do\lhlo 1intl Lim ti!lUI'!\ ?, 
~h~ P6tfQfllt.00 wttflr1 11ro tho contml llllll'kn rrntl a.ro fmrnd 
re.fNhW aa wull (\is rnve1· .. t\ll. Bo far 11,s i:; knuwn tliu figurn 7 
ie only known in conjunction with tho t1i11i.;lu "C," ancl nothing 
ia known M to its i!ig11iliil!4nct.1. ..\11 hoth tlw C u.nd CC np1)Q1u· 
on thu t11\11w v11iluu» in ovnjunotinn with !tl\t1d tl~amp& of ho~h 
19HI 11,.n.d 19'.tO ~hem i.11 n.ppunrntly oo connuaLit:m !Y.;twcf;ln Lhe 
~Wg. ·~ . . 

Fr.om the ~~l.\eH~ ~I\~ hi!~ it will be seon that 1~1! 
vll.lu~ \viih the $llOOPLion· of ·tho 1 11.nd 2 cont.imo1:1 wero 
iuued in lfJltl and Lhf\t i!<l! of tha vnlue3 pl'it1t6d. in "lwtJlt1 
of 25 w ith tho t;xoeption of tlio ."j u.nd 10 fmnc::l woro tJnLlnily 
iiSU&d in that yo14l' li~t!Ulllill!J thi~ lixt tu 110 n1..1MI;' OOlllJ•iutu. 

All of tlioi>tt i;t.tt1up~ P.rtl prinl,\1(1 in hrii:h' (:r;1luon 11onil ruu 
in 1il1~~ for 1~il v11,lu~ ~nd from ·th!.' cvlour it ii impoij11ihlu ·tu 
1lietingui~h botweQn the prin~inw~ a e t-4;1 wlwthcr thay lx> tlie 
H91ll\11d printinl! or the Ilull{hi.n prinLin.i. · 

(TO "1~ CONT!:NUJ:;D,) 

" T/i~ Atllllil1!)t4HI l'/1i/11ttfi~t,:' 
. s~p1~niblr, iSJ:iJ. . 

C. FOX •. t Co .. lAcl., 
l'~ifof8li1I$, 

A rcflqft Chilm/i.tr~. 
S(lu/ h J.."i·11si11rrJo.,, Sllllwn, 8. 11'.1 

. ' 



BELGIUM 
"Victory Issue" 

1919~20. 
Ih' i\Ll!XANngJI J:101.1<.1.Nu; ~'.R.P.B.L. 

(CON'l'lNU!i:bt ,!o'!itiM 11-AOl-i 8), 

AlLht.Htf{h it hn:i noL L.o.un f"Jti,..lhlll ~u dll"~"T---iniiit'l t_b;;. tr1u\.u_t 
numbor of lho !lollarul printing o! the 10 o,pd l~ C"lnttmo•, wo 
•how oolow th~ lo~l numbur of imvra .. lon• for "'"''" vuluo 
o.nd th~ t.<.>\,..l •l~tni'" 11dn1.n~. " 

V &J'JO ltHflflt:it1ioni; No. uf .. ,t.ol.1np~ 
1 Ctjfit.i1-1t,J iJ,'j,3!lil 15,000,000 
'l 100,000 10.000.000 
5 .. r,o,oou /J,000.000 

10 .. 7 iJ .non 1 .wo,rn10 
lli JIJO,flfl!! >1,050,00Q 
•w rn,ooo 1,rnio.000 
'Ab ,, :tH1UOO ~1(){}QtOOO 
~!> ., 3,0lXI iJ(~),000 
40 ., a,ooo aoo,ooo 
oO 3,000 SOQ,000 

l r...;;u 4,000 100,000 
~ 1,200 S0,000 
' " I 200 30,000 OJ ,, J 

Hl " 1,20-0 30,000 ' . 
OntJ of Lhei n1ott.t inWret1Ung lg-lintu lu the wholo Ml'U.:11t h!je. 

in the (ac..~ th11t Lhoy otfur fieltl for ~tud~ i!1 the ~·~.!I of ru\.nt.ichr.n 
iiill<l "'l"1 0vidont wearh1~ o~ \:i.lmcncd of hnqe ot t.J1a ~rt8t"l\Vlng. 

t1We wHl tti.k~ the iun-3t fraI110 Hnti. whj_~h i& 11 \'ory fiuo v..~d 
otmight 11110 wd in ne~riy .n ""'"o" «will 1"' ob11orv0tl lh•t 
thii lino iK brukon ot' u~reng~hanud ii:- O:(l~rly evc.n')" fi.Lruup. 
1}.'hii;.

1 
~ w~U ru:; ~ 1et.-Ouuhing of thtJ. obhryuo hnol:f of _tho Ground 

wot'ki Ol\n ho"U-t bit.t'iwe~ in th{;} 1 frn.nc .. ,~lo~, wh~}ro I~ su~nHJ ti,) 
hu.vo ~n moro o(LDn .r9-eorted to and tt ui qu1t.o ~t0::.i11hlo to 
di~t.inguish oorL~JD ftli.t.mprJ of ehbor pin.Lo n,nd rocunH.trnct bt1Lh 
pl!},k!S. frci~n IJl(J.(;kU or ~td})!h for. inB.l,1tni::-01 st.lunp num~ro<l 0. u~ 
pl~ki 1 (l~ing tho UVJWl'" nght OOi't.tar .s~O.Ulp) U! . ~~flll) 
dieLiugui.sha.ble fi:orn any othQt' ijltJiulp lH e-i~bar ph:~t-u, i~ uhfl.t 
~h.e upr1-0r in,1J.id1;i fr~we lino iu ru.thor \'i'ook n.nd. thoro ts ov1dont".o 
of nu nt.~l:ji:npt Lo ~t.rongtiHH1 it towards thil rtl-{hL e~tl huL\vm1n 
tilid 5th lWd 10th obliqur,j !inosi oounLing from tho nsht oornvr, 

Bnrl {ho 71h. ~th, !llh ~ml 10th obfo1ue lioo• hevo obvioualy 
hoon ruloucho<I and •lroagthoncd whorn thoy int<><""' Lho innor 
frnmo linu for u •hot! rUotonoo 11.hovo and l,.Jow !~. · Li!i(lwioe 
Llrn 10th otomp ln 11\~to 1 (!wing Lho 4th-stamp Jn the Hh \'Qw) 
wn b<i diatingui•hod from ~ny othor sLarnv in eitlrnr pl•l<J, in 
thot tho upp;ir nnd right hand inoi<la lr<uno line• snd lh5 
oblique llnoo "I thair JnbliM>)li<m ~~Vt! ~u buon f<ltuuch0<l •nd 
•tNng~honod; oJ@o !ho fllh ot~mp !n p!~ta !J (1,.;ing lho 1Hh 
otam1> in tho 2nd row) show~ Lh•t the firal !O•~o uWiquo lino• 
in Lho lil>i't>r loft hM<l oortwr hnvo lioon ~U4h00 i>ncl 
•ll'ilt1~h•11ed for n'""rly tlrnir outirn lon"!h, ond lho apl'!li ln•id6 
frtuno lin@ ill!; nii~~ing !or 1iuit-O 00010 dil!!t"'n~ n.nt'i the left h&nd 
inside !r~o liou for a 4bi;ui tJiaL~noo front Lhoir inten~au~ion. 
And "'it will ha found l"'""iblo to !dontily by ouoh distingui•h· 
ittjL ruar-k.e nm\dY £}Very 9t~!l:t in ~h('i two known plo11-tc11 of LbG 
l ln.ua \l~uo~ t~nd !Hrawisei, in nel\rly 1.?.il of tho p)Uit-0ij 1 \Jul nioro 
~•poofo.lly In thooo printod in •lioalo <>I 25. Jfowovor, ~ go 
int.a lhl• in dot•il [or each pfato ol nll v.hioo would bs boymid 
bho ooop<> al thi• J!,rliolo, but ~t •on:"' lu.turo Lim~ lb i• IX"l•ihlo 
thoL U may lIB <lilno "" obe f~ot• wonld !IOOnl t.o w•m>11t wme 
furthor ~tudy and rnooo.rcb i11Lo thi• vory ottr...,tivo om! 
inwro•lin~ i~Btw. 

l L'llf'ltilne 
puc(!. {J>hndw) 
l-lhuc~ ol 
lb() 

'd ~Uf)ffi* 1 
bistN 1J. 
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( 1) 

BELGDJM The 1 8 6 5 Issue 1 0 Centimes 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++~++++++++++++++ 

fl Study by M,Julos LENAERTS (Translation by Lawrence Green ) 
++++ ++++ ++++ ++++ ++++ ++++ ++++ ++++ ++++ ++++ ++++ ++++ ++++ 

I'.he Belgian Government decided in 1862 to print new postage stamps ar.d to replace 
recess printing by the Le~terpress process. In 1864 they started a competition 
with a prize of B francx 5000 to be awarded to the artist whoso work was judged 
the most perfect and deserving in every respect. T:.'le Competition did not produce 
good results ar_ct the Goverr.mont decidod at tho start of 1865 to commission 'De 
La Rue & Co.' in London,spocialists in the printing of postage stamps by tho 
Letterpress :precess to submit some projcctso 

The English firm delive::'.'ed two proofs of different types. '.Ihe one showed 
at the top the word 'Belgique',the other the word 'Postos'; it was the latter 
which was adopted. The steel engravings were made in London. 

The 'Arreto Royal' of 25th Septenber 1865 laid down in article 2-
'these star.:ps will be sold by tho ~.dministration of Postal Service at their 
respective nominal value which is fixed at 1, 2, 5, 10, 20, 30, 4o centimes 
and 1 franc. '.:be 10 centimes stamps and higher values will show the King's Hoad 
while the stamps o:: value below 10 cer.times will show tho Royal Arms. 
3oth dGsigns will carry t:'le word 'Foste 1 ir. the upper pert of the frame a.'ld 
t~e value in the lower parto 

I'he Decree of the Mir.ister o:: ?ablic Works fixed the colours of the new 
postage stamps ar.d in article 2 fixes the date o:: issue as 1st November 
1865 for tl:e valu<0s 1 franc and 3C cen~imes. On the 24th Novenber 1865 the 
article of tho Ministerial Decree fixed ttat the issue of the c0 1 20 ar.d 40 
centines will begir. or. tho 1st January 1866,that of the 2 centimes on the 
1st Maret 1866 and the 5 car.tines on. the Ost Sept8mber 1866 

In 1870, follo\1ing ar:. order by (-:l circulnr oi' t:-ie 1irecto.r General Faaiaux, 
6000 complete sheets were returned to the Central Administration (That is to say 
1,800,000 stamps). The sales in the Post Offices from 1865 to 1870,allowance 
made for returns were respectively .-

10 centimes 61,500,000 copies 
20 centimes 46,000,000 copies 
30 centirr:es 5,700,000 ccpies 
40 cer.times 4,800,000 copies 

1 franc 915,000 copi8s 

~Je \o1i:...l co:ucern ourselves in t:-iis ~ticlc with the 10 ccnti~e grey, y 
that is the number 17 in the Catalogie Of::iciel Belgique. 

MANUFACTURE OF BLOC:KS 

M Do Witte says ir. his book in the chapter 'Les Planches' 
'To rrake a letterpress sheet of stamps, one produces firstly 
die which is a block of metal or very hard wood on which one 
ir. relief the Stamp desigr, ' further on he adds 

a.'l origir..al 
engraves 

'These origino.l or seccr.dary dies or. their surfaco therefore show tho 
engraving of the stamp. Their base exceed the borders of this engarving by 
amounts equal to b..alf the gaps which hc.d been decided to lee.Ve betWeGn 
thG stamps ' 

Or.e nGxt takes a certain nU!:lber of castir.gs o:: the dies and submit them to 
galvanoplasty. The copper sheets so obtained are the negatives for producir.g 
dies, They are strengthened by being doubled with a fused r.:etal. 

To establish a plate one can proceed in two ways. The first consists of 
making directly froffi the original die as many castings,that is tQ say as many 
electroplated blocks as necessary for the prepara,tion of the plates" These 
blocks are arranged one beside the other ar.d firr::ly fixcod on a support or 
er-closed i~ a 'forme 1

m 
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In crder to procoed more quickly the procedure of 'Su:!:'IDantage' is used, 
that is one ~kee a certain number of casti~~s of the original die and then 
assembles tho~ to =orm a part of tho plntec ~ho~ the 1 sur~ontage' process is 
used as many times as is r..ocossaryo Finally one assembles them on a support 
It is more rapid but ~ooo loss prociseb 

PLl\'.:'ES 
The plates consist of 300 stamps in the issue of :865. Dividedinto 6 

panes of 50 stamps resulting in a sheet of 300 stamps set out in 6 panes of 50 
separated by a white space. Each of the 6 panes of tho sheet •as formed by 
10 horizontal rows of 5 stamps. 

DE LA KuE & Co. ,LDl\'wN 
After having made the oriBinal dies the house of De L9. Rua p~oduced 

according to the first mentioned method,that is they toe~ the blocks from the 
original die one by one &s nocessary tJ prcduco a plate of 300 stnmps§ 
!be blocks were cast in lead,obt&ir..ed under heaVJ" pressure .. Tr~c engYaving of 
tho block for each stamp has the following dioer.sions - 1~mm x 22;j:wm. 
As the Belgian workmen knew only ~he recess methoo the English spec~alists 
had to teach them the Letteypress method and guido the!T. ir.. their work .. 

On 6th October 1865 the English firm ser:t their workers to Brussels at the 
same time they delivered to tt.e Belgian Government a supply of stan:ps
complete working stock to put thorn into service (platos,gum,cclours etc) 
On 25th October 1865 the English workers left Belgium after having produced 
600 sheets of stamps cf 3D centimes and thoy were put on sale with the 
previously delivered 1 franc sramps. 
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PRINTINGS cf. 'lO ce:ntimes g~e;y !'la 1? 

You ~11ill fir1C. en the fo:.1o~ri1tg; .:page ~·according to th,e> lat·e }-~"'Rane "'i&:Ider 
Borg!-.1.t ,p,nila:te}.ist and ste.mp d~Gi.:e:-l's -:a"hle gi Yit:g th~ da.te o:f appea_~~ce cf 
each -pri:.'1ti2:ir; 1tlie Eihade,,p.ctpers~the ir:i1:ires~io:n.,.t!~e perfcratior:.,the platea,!or
a geed understanding of the te:':{t wh .. ich :tO-llo\<i's" 

PLA7E 1 {I£:NDJ~\f P:rtlilfi'Il:·i:J: 

'Iio recall.~ tr:.e :first plate ·.";a,s mad.e b~"" t:n.e f:ir.u of De La R~.ie & Cc 
.c.ccordini~ "'.::o -r.he proced·o.re o.f cDpying frorr:. the original 1ie to p~ad.UCe }L,"""'O 
' " 1""1 • • • • ' • • .i"...,, .... "' I-::t.amps •. .i..f,e engraving o"f ·ea.en. :...muass3.or. ·.t::.as tnl'.:! dimensions "d:Y:i~:rnm x G2ii;inm. .. 
The sheet.e. printedc fX:om tbie :pla"te e'..o l2ot: ::iave a.'ty origii;.sl varieties .. 

Je ·w:_ tte B-3.YS in. hia bcok '·Trle ~a::.~ir?ties ~.tJh.icb. h.s<vt; .rot cr::-it;,-in i.cl:erent 
.;:roo; tb.e stata of the plat~ C!l""0 ~ro1Il t:i~.s fact perroa.nent-:.and the curiositi~.s 
r~sulting; from ephe1nera:. oa;.ises '"1/hicb. do r.:.ot affect the :r;late tae tl'lere!ore 
withou,t conti.c.uity on al: prir,,ti:?:gs. 

1;-;i "'.::his 'Plate '~ ' tl-1..ere are only 
pi..,intings 21.rising from shocks~accidents 
broken 011. the side of the staon.., 

carta;tr_._ cu,rios.i ties o:n th-e la te,r 
ahow t.:r.' in s:!'1:all scratches or a 1.ine 

( s-ee picture.s) ... 
11""!!~~~-~~--~.--~--~.n·~~-f'!:. ~ 

E 174'.:..x t~ t=~JJ"$' J-;Jii -~ Oppssi:te -
The curiosities 

of Fl~.te 1 • 
.~- r~~£~s:,~~w:-; ~~3 

In l·fa:r 1866 the .P="iL.tir.g,""S ·oi~came thiok,later on \?e'ry tb.ick. 

PLATE 2 (fl":Jt:!AN ?RINTH'G i 
From t~i.e beginr..i:r..g of t:he rnont!1 of Aicl.e-;ust ·"l866 ere founc~ exa:rJP::._es of ~'io 17 

in di:fi'et-e:r~t sizes o:: st;t:ttnPs t- 18;-r.:.-n x 21~ or 22rrirt~. 
·Tue gaps bet\li'"een the - ata!:'JJ';a ;,"':'9 i.e. t.:e:.ght from ~ to 2~-:.n.tJ 9.!ld in w:idtb of 

· 1:~~-;'iciihile on the Lo~1d·x~ plaJtss the §P:ps a:re- i.r,_ l-;eight 2m:::i P ... :a.d in 1'1irltt,. 1~ .. ! 

Cne can easily tell tr .. e difference 'by guperimposing 2l sta.mf cf plate 1; 
cut i..11 l1alf .h.c,rizo:itall~f" onto a COQu:-lete a:Uim;· of pl.ate Zo- In lbing U::f' the 
'l'ertice,l ~ram-ea, t:io.se o:f the sta.mp fro-.il pl.ate 1 i+r"ill be '1li::ter. S.im...i.larily or"'e 
can {;ake a s·t.arn.p of plate 1 and c:it it in t',;'a .,,_rertically~ I~ lining up ·tr~e 
-vertical frames one cBn easily see that the sta.rup of plate ; is lar~re.!:" .. 

rh4H:;a;;:;;::;;Jt,JW:em;1.1"'1 \WI F ·. -- ::r ,, -r, 
I~ 

!=. 
l 

II 1 I 1!. i . I .. jL 
i1 

fH J. ·i " 

I 1 <It :£. t1 ' ' :t Ii ' 1 ~~ ' 
J. ~i~ ~~ " 
J:. _,,, ~ ~' ............ ..... w; •• ~~ 
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1865 Table of Printb.gs of tJ-:.e '.0 centir:es grey 

; dates l Shade ~ Paper ; Impression ; Perf ; Plate 
~----~-"--~-------+~-------~·------i<-->-----·-----1·~--~·-·------------1----- ~--~---

1866 Jani;ary ! gree!lish grey i thir~ · very fine i 14 · 1 
January greenish grey I -'.ohin fine 111 1 
ca!:.Uary grey .DlUe I thin ffr.e 1~ 1 

I , 1 
..;ar.u.ary deep grey I thin sligJ-:.:;o thick 1 ~ 1 
J ar .. uary deep grey thick dgr~~1;~ 14-a- 1 

1866 May iron grey -Obin thick 1'8- 1 
. r<ay : iron grey tnin very tnick 1~ 1 

r-··1·866-A8ugtu;-t_·--r~;~~grey. thi'n -I blurred ·-·;,tf ··2
2
--·--· 

ep e~oer ! iron grey ·~ 

December iron grey thir. very thick . 118- . 2 

! ··-186? ·.;;,~_;;_;Y pale grey --,ffi~·a.ti:in+--s1u.r:r:8a -- ----: --·1 y:-:------3--
Fe brua.ry pale grey do do : 15 1 3 
April grey do fine 15 3 
April pale grey thick blurred 15 3 
April pale grey thick do 15 3 
April grey wnite thick do 15 3 
June grey blue thick :1.ess thick 15 3 
September greenish grey thick do 15 3 

1868 C"anuary greenish grey thick do 15 3 
April grey :Olue tJ-:.i ck do 15 3 
Apri:i. deep grey thick do 15 3 

'.meC. tt;.icki medium ~5 3 April 
October 

1869 February 
cune 
September 

End 

deep grey 
deep grey 
grey black 1 

grey black 1 

deep grey bl'1cJ 
b::'...a.ck fra::ne i 

do 
.I... • i :::ed Lhlll; 

do 
thirc 

thin 

very poor 
rather poor 
::..ess noor 
passably good! 

do ' 

15 
'15 
~5 

3 
3 
3 
3 
3 

. ,,_t-.. ~·"·-~··- .... -·-----,.~ -----~- ~·-~·-----~ -··- ~I 
ii:ote. TJ-:.e ,,4 perforation is used -:Oo the end of 1866 ar,d in C'anuary 1867 
The 15 perforation is used from February 1867 to tneend of 1869. 

+~++~+++++++++++++++++++--!+++++ 

On plate 2 the~e are no original varieties but sometimes there are pointed 
cornors offthe frames ~rising from the deformation of the blocka~ S:ne gum is often 
brown and the paper af the stamp is consequently very yellow~ One notices a 
blurred appearance of the stamp as the ink is often oily. From tne montn of 
Septe!::ber the sta>nps start to s!-..aw a beginnir..g of thickening,,. Perb..aps it was r .. o\<J 
becoming i~possible to use t~e platese 

One must suppose that a decision was made to make up a new Plate from 
tJ-:.is ,;:oment. However the stamps 0£ :;ilate 3 or.ly started to appear at the 
beginning of 1867 

PLATIJ 3 (BELGIAN PRD:':'ING ) 

The workshop 1-J..aving decided to use a ne\V plate,this coincided with a new 
order for stamps from the Government,as plate 2 could no :::.or_ger be used to 
produce star.:ps of the G.ecirod q:tali ty,,. 'J.1"11e \iorkshop decided 'to look afier tho 
plate better,pa.rticularly to clea!l it more often and more care:ful=..yo 

f\';; the beginning of 1867 there appeared stamps wJ-:.icC. are of the same 
size of tDoae of plate 2n Tne ~ew sta~ps had several original varieties and no 
longer showed the deformed poi!lted corners of the star.;p in plate 2, 
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The presence of these undoubted differences prove the putting into service 
of a new plate, but we do not know who made plate 3, nor how it was set up. 
We can only supposefrom the details shown on the stamp that it has been set up 
as follows :-

1. There would have been made a certain number of blocks of the original die 
not very carefully,just to complete a sheet. (Not very carefully' as 
compared with the London plate which was carefully prepared and did not 
have any varieties) The plate 3 was certainly not made by De La Rue. 

2. The blocks having been re-assembled on a frame,we do not know in what 
order they were placed. Finally the existing sheet was copied 5 times 
to make the complete sheet of 300. In copying the blocks of the 
'Panneau-mree' there were certainly created secondary varieties. 

THE VARIEl'IES 
are of two kinds :- either from the original make up of the plate 
or from an accident during the use of the plate or in its cleaning. 

It follows from the make up of plate 3 that these are :-

1. THE ORIGINAL PRIMARY VARIETIES 

Are to be found in the blocks of the 'Panneau-mere' and certain 
blocks in the five panels which have been copied (marked in Black) 

2. THE ORIGINAL SECONDARY VARIETIES 

Arose from the five copied panels and were made during their 
construction (marked in black but with marginal arrows ) 

Accidental varieties can arise in the 'Panneau-mere' and in the copied 
panels. 

THE CURIOSITIES 
which do not really affect the plate • 

They can be caused by the poor quality of the materials used or by the 
inexperience of the workmen who were occasionally carelessQ 
Curiosities are not of a constant nature on the stamp and can be found 
in· the printing, in the lettering around the margin and in the 
perforations. To list the curiosities would therefore be useless and 
without philatcli.c interest. 

LIST OF VARIETIES 

We have already said that we do not know how the blocks were placed to form 
a sheet of stamps. 
The Postal Museum has in its possession two plates,fragments of the plate of 
Belgium (De Witte), sheets of the 1929 reprinting and finally a sheet of 
50 stamps of 10 centimes which must date from 1867. 
In 1929 it was possible to establish,during cleaning and reprinting that 
the blocks did not occupy the same place as in the sheet of 1867. 
To describe the placing of the stamp we will number from left to right each 
row of stamps starting from the top row and then to the one immediately 
below from 1 - 50. 

POINT P 
There is an original primary variety of the 'Panneau-mere 1 which appears 
particularly often ; a little point of colour situated 7.5mm from the lower 
frame lines and 4.5mm from the right frame line. This is found,depending on 
the inking on stamps numbered 5, 6, 18, 23, 25, 27, 28, 44, 46, 47, and 50. 

(see next page for illustration) 
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Paiint P ill·astrlif.ti~n 

The following stamps dMJ not Iri..;;~\re an ori;z1.nal primar:,Y "'J~;riet:y !

Kurobers 3, ;,., B, 9, 11, 12, 13, 1lf, ... i5, 15, 17, 19, 22, 26, 32, 33, 
35, 38} 45, 48 .. 

Looking at the follO'b"./'ing- ~,ges sl1~;n1..rin.g stamps illustrating ori,sinal 
and second.al"~" varieties ett,~_bJ..es u,s to decide th,at there is a conrrneu 
o!"igin t:.riCL / or re.serr£bla...~ces"' 

It 
3J 

is .suffici1!!'nt to coropa::ie rtL".mt:ers 
ar-Ld. 36 tq be convinC€ld of this. 

and .50 • 20 and 39, 24 aw:!. 34, 

I-t is then. p.e!'-~i.ss:~ble to suppos-e that tf'Jc·e J?L"',"Jductio-:.1.. of' -:plate 3 of 
I'1o 17 agre::>_S ~..rith tlle, tflesis tb&t ?-I@ b:a;Jl'e &::i~vau.cad~ 

OONCLUSION 

T;"le study of l?aul de ,;S:rnetl1 lLea' a-mro::.ssions de 1865 ... 66-6? 11 p~blisl"",.ed in 
1932 .and t!ta:t of E ie '#i't:te 1 LtE..rni~.eion 1es t:!.mbres posteis ~~. effigie de 
18651

166 1 in 191.i:.1 are :10>.:.l' li-() and 50 yee.rs ~ld~, Ealf a centU!";Y ago 
de Smet'.h. \iiras in .scrne "'ft.aya an .indic'9t:Or cf the r.oute(l 

De ·--~:.. tte Ferfec~ed u::.d imp!"OVed tbd; :£ndi,c-at:ed :t'CUte and disco1-r;i1"'ed ~.i.ch~ 
Sinc·e then vario'.:..LS reseairclriers h£"J'e ~uro1"1-.:ecl on tl1e same lil:les ... 

T:.1-e .ob~ect of- this article,gi"iting; a resD-Me· of the Histo:rJ oi t'.he :Pla:te 3 
of nu:rnbel."' 17 is to· ena.ble us to admire the patie11ce ar.d ta.Ste fo1~ 

research of tb.ess t"Ao pt::la.te:~~ists 11- Tb.e onJ.y iaiish is th~:t _ethar 
phila.telis·~s may ais:i t.s..ste ?then exen'.'1itint.s cla.ssic sta.mps,, tt:~e joy of a 
discovery o Tt.en thsy -;~ill unclersta.nd- the irnrn.eti...se plaast.~,re cf .t"es-en . .t>c'.r., .. 

Jules 1.-e:naertsi:i 
+++r+i-+~--+-~~~-<,~1..++++ 

Foot:rroteo 7 woulci lik.Zr «to record JI'•Y _gr.;:1t1ef1::l tho...,"lks -~o ll.rnald. Cuigniez 
for passi.t:g ne this arlic'.:.e i.r.. tha ~irst place a:nd for the:r.1. helpi::tg me-
to SQr·C. out the i:·1"0-nlem I ~r,G-,d of ti:tor-'~ir1g from a :p!toto.tJop;y ,;i. I sJ:;.ould. alsc 
like to record a further fo:w . .,.~rd.a fro:n the A'~thor •duly translated for me 
by Arnold .. 

~ After £>a;y·ing t..l1a·~ he is h,onolJ1r"iod to he;ve us publish 1'.lis work :rle 
goes on to sa~r :-

' \>'hen I pub:ished the article in th" Boilletin of 'ilie Dottignigs 
Circlell m~ aim i;i;as tc incite pei~ple t.:'> .sea.:::·ch and to have the pleasurt::· 
of fir..ding somethi11g.,, T:.1.ere is a let to be discov·er€'d; just bear in :trii:n.tl 
tr •. at it }#as the first time ·that ~t:he letterpress method was usea ir. 
Belg:i:atl for Postage .Sta:r::ps<J b;," eWl-XJloying :peo~1le wb.o i.;e;;.--:e not 'au fa'.i t e 
\'-ii t.h.' ttte f'iner :ooints of tbe pr?cedv.re 1,JiJ·ho had "1Jf.rr1'r.ed only for ~i5 days 
with t!:.,e s-pe~ialists a:: De La. 11'.ue c~: I.or:6.o:n ,:t11ese· latter ox1)erts ir. t.b.e 
art. Belierve tie there is a lot to disccver~esp~c:Lall~r because the arnhives 
l'lave been pi;_J..aged at least ti1sice ... , 1 

TT .. ere is al.so a ·f"'J.rth~:: note about n.umbe? 29 - th.e twO lines at th0 1\J' E 
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Stamp No. 17 of Belgium. 
Table of Varieties, original, primary & secondary. 
Plate 3 1867 

(7~ 

5 

10 

21 

25 

29 
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IN }!EMORIA"1 OLIVER LOADER 
++++++++ ++++·' ++++-!-+++++++++++++++ 

\,ith the deatn of Oliver Loader on 28th September 1982 the Circle has 
suffered a very great loss. Although not a founder membor,number 14 shows that 
he joir_ed the Circle very early on. In Newsletter ;'lo 2,April 194? Harry Green 
described him as a young collector of Belgium with a good specialised collection. 
In Newsletter No 3, Dece::.ber 1947 Oliver was already involved in duplicating 
Newslet.ters etc for tr.e Circle. 

Oliver assisted in the preparation of Recor:l. No 5 or, the Red Cross Issues 
of Belgium: later he and Jack Anclrows p!'oduced Reco!'d No 13 on the early T P O's 
of Belgium. That 3ecor-d broke really fresh ground and is still essential 
reading for a clear understanding of the Belgian I P C Systerr.. 

Oliver was Secretary and 'l:'reasurer from January 1952 until January 1961, 
during which time he was the main organiser of the Circles joint display to the 
Royal P:~ilate::ic Society in February 1957. Also during this early perioci his 
behind the scenes work in resolving difficulties ensured that the Circle 
continued in existeLceo 

As Oliver had rolati ves in Belgium he was keenly interes'!:ed in tJ-.c history 
of the country and his display 'From Burgundians to Baudouin' illustrated the 
Dynastic ccnnecticns which i.a1derlay the prc-acl'lesive history of t:ie country. 

Although Oliver had not }_aci nmch time to spend on stamps recently he had a 
fine collectior:: of Epaulettes and Medallions which showed the study he had put 
into them. He also had a magnificent collection of the Poortman issue Which he 
hads!'lotm tc the Circle !!lore t:r.!.B:n once~ Ro lVas only too ready to ler~d some of 
his treasures when I showed on behalf of the Circle at other Sociaties as he 
was often not able to attend in person; his s~am9s were always muc~ admiredc 

From an early date Oliver was happy in arrangir.g the menus and :ner"u cards fo 
for the Circle 2Jinners and later the Circle Lunchos~ \Jle all know how successful 
they we!'eo 

~~ring Lor::dcn 1980 Oliver arranged the Evening Buffet P"'"ty at the Athanacum 
Ladies Annexe, an informal function enjoyed by sixty five members and friends of 
tha Belgian and Belgian Congo Circles. A happy feature of London Philatelic 
Ext.ibitions has been the ganerous way in which Oliver and Eileen held at Homes 
at Stoke Court Cottage for their Philatelic fr"iends.Thank you Oliver for 
everything. Cur thoughts are with Eileen, Emma and Ja:nes at this sad time. 

Geoffrey Wood. 

++++~++++++++-H----++++++++++++ 

FIFBT BELGIAN 'DCCTOR OF POSTAL HISTORY ' 
+++++++++++++++++++T+++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Or_ Wednesday 26th May 1982 History was made at Louvain University wher_ our 
member (No 127) Hugo van der Veire was awarded his Doctorate in 'Philosophie 
et Lettres (Histoire)' for his theses on 'De Rurale Postdienst in West 
-Vlaanderen (1836-1900) '· Our ~oartiest congratulations to him. 

Several members of the Circle have a copy of his thesis. 

++++++++~++++++++-H----+++++++~ 

1912 PELLE!\S Issue. Query on date of issue of 25c. 
++-++++++T+++++++++-r++++-r+++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Im March our member A L Soulsby wrote to me sayO.ng :-
1Ea.rly last year I purchased a nuzber of Post cards sent over a period of 

weeks in Septerr.bor /Cctobar 1913 from various places in Belgium to am address 
in St,. Vi var'"t in France .. ~hey were all except one f:rari_Lced with 1Cc or pairs of 
5c stamps cf the period .. The one exception v1as franked on tho ?icture side with 
the 25c filbert large head without designers name and neatly tied to the card with 
the Jemappes cancellation dated 2 X 13, the card being backstamped St Vivant 3.10.':3 

3oth tte Belgian and Gibbens catalcguos give JaLuary 1914 as tte issile date 
for this sta~p- three months later thaL my card .. Has any ~ember got an earlier 
date or could this be a first day pest card ?. 

(Kcte. I see in tho ::.atest catalogue that the issue date is now given as 1.10.13) 
(Ed~) 
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BEIGIUY! ·· REGISTRA'.:ION MA_"KS ON Th~ 1 01 ~ and. 1 q~ 8 RED CrtOSS ISSUES 
..S-++++-..i....+++++++++++·'.----l-+++-l-++++++++++++++4i'.-++++.:..+-t'.-"t-++++++++++++++++-1-+ 

by A G \foci 
+-..-++++!I: l 111 

(This article was firs·t publis?ied in the jou7'::J.h.lof t::ie \-Jaterlcw Study Circle 
i~ DecomJer 1981~) 

A detailed study cf the recess printed stanps cf the 1915 and the 1918 Red 
Cross Issues of Belgium has onl~t recently beer_ started4' Only three sta~ps were 
bicoloured ; the 35, 4c, and 50 cents, 

At present' does not kr::.ow Itovi- ID2.....""'1Y :pl2tcs wc:re used for either the frames 
or the centres 1 nor tt-e various co~binatior::.s, neithe~ has the number of states 
of eac11 p2.ate been esta":Jlisl1ed as in t!1e case of the Mols Iss-ies of the Congo .. 

Ho·wevcr tl:c shoe-ts of Belgian stamps of this period do carry tDepot 1 marks 
which ··!J.01..;r tt.e year tr.:.e sta-nps tvore prin.ted ar,_d put into store~ 1:ne Belgian 
Congo .1lir Ste.raps cf 1921, printed by Bradbi;.cy; 1.iJi:kinson & Co., also bcre 'Depot' 
I:Jar¥...s ~ bu~ t:he ~'1uls Issue d.id r..ct" 

1tJe do know, :1o1_•re-..rer~ .·'.'rem Col ... de HD..Gr ... e 1 s bocklet on the Red Cross stamps 
+-,hf!t ".:he fre.r:les i:Jere pri;itcd before the bla~k cor..tres,,. Alsc,no 'Registration 
~-1arks' appear '.Jn tho :nor .. ocolo~~ed stamps, 1fr., 7 2fr .. , 5 Franken and 10 fr .. 
I-:; v.Jot:ld seem the::e:Zcre tha't :for these ·i.:\VO isfW.es the 'Registra.:-io:c. !--?..arks t i,.Jere 
t:.sed in obtaining good reg:.stration v1hen prir:ting tb..e centres on tho sheets 
which 2lready had the coloured frames~ 

Sor.::e comments »oy 'Bil} t:ti'.lr\res on the 1Rogist:raticn }{arks' mig}-1..t be of 
in~crest~ I q~ote fro8 a letter fro~ hi~ short~y before his deat~ in May 1979:-

12:he \fla"corl(n:t 'Gt;.a·(-s:naJ_a.s 1 is still procead~ng, In general a different 
positioning or measu.remont of tr .. e 1Registr3tion Marks' etc., means a 
_iiff~l"'~ .. ni frame pls.tc but I have rr:et three casc:s 'tll:ere the sar.:e frame 
plcrCe co11tin11ed in use bu.t ·with different registrc:.tion :marks" I:i o~e 
case t:i.e sheet :position 'tvas al:ccred and. in. others the old marking was 
retouch.ed •w 

1.;he dot was rr.ade bigge:c ar.:.d the line at its side extended .. 

Tt.e only thecyy :~at ncco-~nts for t~ese ct .. angcs seems to be the 
ir..trod.i.:;.ction (after the origin2:. prir1ting) of a ne1.11 prir.:.ting press.,, 
Have ~rou met anytl1i:ig simila:r in 3elgi·J.rn ? 

In a p::-e-,-:'.ous 10tter :Cn 1976 he said : iiere (Guatemala) the 
Regist:catioi: !!iarks ,,, Eire al\•.ra;ys on the mair_ (fra::e) plate, 
the cent~e being printed last~ T'nore are some things here that puzzle 
but it would p:ccbably not be wcrth putting them dowi: here.' 

I{a"'re Iv!r Pur·ves r •.riews on these m~ks been :published in any t;rri tings on 
Guatemala or in ccr~es~ondonce to specialists in that country ? 

Tho \'.iater!otv File Copies t.ave proved invaluable ir_ providir..g a basis for 
a study of tt.e Registratic:i ?1t.1rks., :.r-ne tb.:roe stamps are o.11 cf a !1.orizontal 
for!'llat ar:d a-s the sheets arc: 'lO x 10 ) tne :i..ines of tb..e- rilarks ,are also l:orizor:.tal,, 

l:'1e Registration l·farks fo,,;.!ld on the.se sheets al'e showr_ ir. tabult:ted form~ 
This table ir_clu.ies further marks ivhich l:ave be·:;=n placed., Ccl,.. de Haer_e mentions 
:nar..y posi "!;ions for Hegistartior: l'4arks, i:'"nese will not be listed until they have 
bee~ wet and located~ 

It is still net k.riown ho\v these ms.rks operated., 

(see page fifty three for table) 
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BELGILI-l '1915 and. 1918 ISSUES REGISTRATION MAP.KS 
+++++++++++++++++++-+-++++++++~+++++++++++!I I II I!+++++++ 

DATE of FILE: 
COPY and 
C?.DER ':'lO. 

8 VI 15 
(160 065) 

RED CROSS 
(207 378) 

NO DATE 
(2£+3 30'-) 

ALSO RIGHT 
HALF OF 
SEEET No.188 

25 x 20 
(254 220) 

28 II 21 
(191 819) 

O'IRERS. 
~ sheet 
DEPOT ',920 

PART SHEET 

RHS 
No 212 

35c 

42 43 44 47 48 49 

52 53 54 57 58 59 
4mm 4rnn 

do do do do 

42 43 do do 48 

i+m 1-mr.: 4mm 

33 34 37 38 
6 or 7mm 

32 33 

LJ.2 43 
1.5mm 

Bmm 

24 

34 

38 39 

48 49 
5. 5:rn1 

1mm 

4mm left corner 

27 28 

37 38 

6.5rr.m 1.5mm 

£+9 

i..:.oc 

42 43 44 47 48 49 

52 53 54 57 58 59 
5.,,5mm 4.5mm 

do do :io do 

do do do do 

. 
' 43 4li 4649 
l 2.5mm 

10mm 
9mm 

2.5rnn 

52 43 

5.5mm 

top 
corner 

58 59 
4.5mm 

-~·~---·"·-~-~----

50c 

---" --•·F·-·--
44 47 48 49 

54 57 58 59 
4.5=. 

do do do 

---·~-----

do do do 

do dp 

52 53 58 59 

11mm 1rr.m 
0.5mm 8.5mm'. 

do ao 

Notes. A I'he spot between 44 & 54 and 47 a.'1d 57 is under or above the 
centre of the sta~p and often disapfears with perforation@ 

B The measurements in nm denote tho length of the line and tr_e 
distance between the line and the dot. 

++++++++++++++++++++ 
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THE MAIL FRO!': 'OUR COUN':'RY' TO ANLI ACil.OSS 1'"?.A:\CE 

+++++++++++++++++++++!!I! II I I I 

By Claude Delbekoo Translation by GoDe Vlieger, from ~he Article 
which ap;?eared in the Bu:Lletin of the Belgian Academy for Philately. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

'O~r country' means for us the Nether:ands (about the fresent Benelux) fro~ 
18':8 to 1830 and Belgium from 1830 knowing that the '.Aftch Limburg and the Grai:d 
:Juchy of Luxembourg posta:Lly were part of our country until 22 June 1839 
according to the 'Creaty of 19 April 1839. 

TEE FRONTIER OFI ICES 
'.!:he frontier offices are post offices which have to receive and deliver all 

post coming and going ~o a :oreign country with whom postal relationa are kept. 
They are obliged to keep booking accounts and apply the directions of the 
CoLventions concerning control, cancelliLg, reckonning ~he costs of post, 
sorting ~etters, etco rwo basic conventions control the studied period :-

The first dated fro:n 12 September 1817 and was applied on 1 October 1818. 
Four head frontier offices and th~ce secondary or subsidiary offices were 
arranged on tne Belgiam sideu 

:~EAD OFFICES : MENU! in connection ~;:;ith 
:v1o;~s 

DINANT 
LUXEMBOUrtG 

SUBSIDIARY OFFICES : 
TOUR.'lAY 
\'BURKE 
BOUILLON 

DO 
do 
do 

do 
do 
do 

LILLE 
VALENCIENNES and P.l\RIS 

GIVET 
THIONVIL:.E 

LILLE 
DUNKER QUE 
SEDAN 

The seuo~d basic convention dates from 27 May 1836 and came into practice 
on 1 October 1836. Officially there was no mo'.!:'e talk of head or subsidiary 
offices but instructions were ser .. t to all post offices~s-ich as instructions 
to which frontier office they had to send the correspondencG, this giving the 
resu~t that certain frontier offices ~.El.Ve much more activity th.an otherso 

Sere they arc: BRUSSELS & l-'.ONS in connectior~ with PARIS, ST.QUENTIN 

VErRNE ( FU1l.N-W) 
J>!ENIN & TOURNAY 
DIN ANT 
BOUILLON 
APLO?'! 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

& VALENCIENNF.S 
DU:\l(EllQUE 
::I~E 

GIVET 
SEDJL'l 
THIONVILLE 

\>Jc r:.otice that Brussels was a riew fro:r..~ier of::ice and Arla~ roplaced 
Luxembourg .. ·'.The right date in. which this all carne ir.:. operation is very 
difficult to establish as all literature concerning this matter does not 
men.tion it., 

W°:.1.at do we kno\V about it ? 

Circular lotter ::fo 55 of 12.11.33 makes Arlan e, frontier office in 
cor..nection '1li th Thior..ville., The aut:"lors known to rne only give this 
but a :Large:?:' study shows tr.at Arlan :nuch ear lier took the place of 
as a frontier office with France, 

. +· cornmunicavion, 
Luxer.ibourg 

Indeed in the circular letter No 21 of 20 Oct 1831 we read :-

'ceux qui ant ete achcmincs a ce jour par Arlan ot Thionville t 

Circ~lar letter No 225 of 21 April 1830 and No 226 of 8 J~ne 1830 still 
mentions the 'bureau frontiers de Luxembo~rg et Thionville 1 

-Hochstein in his 'Dictionaire Postal' makes anoto after the Circular 
letter No 226 : 'par suite des ever.ements politiq·.ies de 1830 le bureau de 
Luxembourg •• est transfere au bureau d'Arlon'. 

A:Ll this dates fro~ 15 October 1830, 
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The first known cancellation frora Arlan as a frontier office 1 the Red 
Franco Frontieres ir: frame , dates 19 May 1831. 

(see illustr~tion 1 or: page 56 ) (3) 

From this we can conclude that Arlan became a frontier office with France 
between 15 Oct 1830 and ~9 May 1831, The same difficulty exists for the 
saccessor of Menin. ·:r:ie author,who takes tr.e circular letters as a basis,says 
that no.334 of 28 July 1843 estimates that from 1 August 1843 Menin is 
followed by three offices, Courtray, Ghent and the '.Crain post office 
Ghent-Mouscror.. • Those who ta.lee the postamarks as a base, ttink tl:.at Menin was 
follO\'lod by £v1ouscron accordir .. g to tf'_e green or red 'FrBnce par Jv~ouscron 1 

cancellation., 
The reality is otherwise : the last kr,own rayon mark from Menin is 9 Oct 1841 

and the last red 'France par Mor.in 1 dates fro:n 29 }'.ar 1843, 

(see illustration 2 on page 56 (3) ) 

I have a first rayon :nark B 2 R originating from Gent of 4 Oct 1842 and a 
last or~e of 21 Dec 1846. The first known green 'France par Menin is 27 Mar 1842,. 

(see illustration 3 on page 56 (3) ) 

The fir.st knovm red postmark 1Fra:nce par Mo'!.IBcron I is 7 rlov 1843., Tb.is 
colour is identical to tho original rayon mark of Gl:.ent. M. de Clercq sgowed 
a later letter where a date postmark of Ghent and the 'France par ~ouscron' in 
tho same colour t1ere marked side by side, 

I also have a first rayon mark B 1 R (boxed) allocated to Courtray on 
18 Dec 1844. 

(see illustrations 4 & 5 on page 59 (6) l 
Article 10 of the additional convent~on of 1': Viay 1841 says that as soon as 

the railway between Lille and Courtray be finished, Menin shall be replaced by 
Courtray or any other office in com:non debate nareed. 

There are r.any examples in which service notes only state t~e real situation 
rued in which the official date is pr&ceded by the real date for sorr.e time. In 
recent times this still happens. (footnote 1) 

What differont authors do ::10t say and to my idea is very essential in the 
prephilatelic period is that most of the pos'imarks have o.s main object the 
calc"G.lation of the cost of postage" 'France par 1'1enin ' or Frar~ce par Mousc:!'on t 

do not r::ean specifical~ that the cancellatio11..s 1r1ere rra_de in MG>nin or Mouscron, 
nor that the correspondence went through those towns,but that the internal 
postage had to be calculated frorr. !>'.enin or Houscron. 

vrnat had been changed on ~ August 1843, is the postage to be calculated from 
Mouscro~ and uo longer from M&niro Tr~is does ~at mean there has been an exchange 
of frontier offices. 

The green cancel t Fra.""lce pe._r Jv!er~in 1 ia not a pasta:. m.:lrking from i'ionin but 
the first poctal mark from the Train post office 'Ghent-Mouscron'. Why should 
the correspondence wt.ich arrived by train in iO:ouscro:::J. make a large detour and 
go first to Meniic. and tten go back to Lille which is much nearer to Mouscror, ? 

The red mark tFrance par Mouscron' was not used in }1ouscron wtich neve:!."" \.!as 
a fron'oier office, but was used in Ghent (eventually later in Courtray) 

So We can conclude 'Ohat : Ghent was working as a frontier office already 
on 4 October 1842. Train post office Ghent - Mouscron worked as a change office 
at least from 27 March 1842. Courtray definitely was a frontier office on 
18 Dec 1844, but most probably also at an earlier date. A more profound st'1dy of 
the 'France par Mouscron' marks may sjow tr .. iso Menin 1;,ras still workir .. g as 
general fror:tior office on 9 October 1841. 

(Footnote 1 ) ( In my study abo'1t Ghent I explain~d that the office of Gent 13 
was officially opened by Royal decree of 1 Sept 1959,but in fact was opened 
on 20 Febr~ary 1958 ) 
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I use t!le word 'general' frontier office intentionally as since the additional 

Convention of 13 September 1841 there are direct postal connections allowed for 
local post between {·1enin and rournay one "./lay and Tourcoing and Roubaix tt;.e other 
way, between Mor;s and ~faubeuge and Chi may one way and Trelon and Avesnes the other 
\<Vay., T:.t"J.e same additional Convention expects a rr:ore 'general 'post bet\-.reer.:. ~Ions 
a..'ld Avesnes. Vie must note that this additional Gonventior; caoie into practice 
on 1 February 1842 • 

.A~ local similar exchange \'las also bet·1:oeen Arlen and Longi..ry due to an additional 
Convention of 11 May 1841. 

Tbe remarkeble tJ-.ing is that by Royal decree of 13 July ',843 definitely 
anticipates in article 4 that until further notice Menin oould still act as a 
local frontier office withcut change of tariff. :!'his makes possible the 
explanation of the existence of a red '~'ranee par ?!enir;' after 1 August 1843. 

I suspect tl:at it must be about 1 February 181.2 that Manin was ctanged from 
1getleral• to •:ocalt frontier office and was replaced by the train post office 
Gr.ent - Mouscron and also by GJ:ent. But up to now I car'°'ot prove this. 

After this explanation there is no doubt that Quievrain was never a frontier 
office but t~at the 1Frar..ce par Quievrain ' according to the colour was co~ing 

froT. the fro:itier offices i"ions,Brussels and the rai::i..111ay office Brussels
Quievrain and tl:e postal mark meant that the internal postage had to be 
calculated from and to Quievrain. 

Referring to t;-,e railway office,of which M.Van de Gatspe in J:is study about 
railway post offices tells us that the first ever green postmark dated from 
21 August 1842 • Still there exist duty letters wJ:ich definitely explain tl:at the 
post wagon was first operating between Brussels and Tubize, later between 
Brussels and Mons ar;d tten tc the frontier. What struck me particularly in the 
letter cf 3 December 1841 f,.om the General Postal Inspector wr.o explair.s the 
Royal decree of 11 November 184'i is :- • •• le travail de la correspondence 
de France addressee au bureau-frrontiere de Bruxelles sera fait sur le chemin 
de fer de la ligne du midi' and also tl:at 'Les lettres •• seror.t taxees pendant 
letrajet' which means that the frontier post office activities were done on 
the train itself. 

But it may be pOBsible that the original train post office cperated as a 
kind of sub office of the Brussels frontier office and that the first postal 
rrarks from this train post office were not green but blue. A detailed study cf 
the blue 'France par Quievrain' coold give the answer. 

Until further notice we keep or, a certairo date of 21 August 1842. 

l,Je also note the.t according to the circular letter No 355 of 9 January 1844 
tl:e train post office of the South 1.Vas connecting with the Spanish frontier 
post offices of Irun and ?igueras. Th:Cs according to the Gor.vention with Spain 
of 27 December 1842, green postal rrarks 'Espagr.e Bau &':!bt du Midi ' are only 
known between 4 August and 18 December 1849" 

The third basic Ccnventior; dates from 3 liovel!lber 1847, ar.d came into 
opGration o::i 1 Ja;i.uary 1848. '.!'he followi'1g frontier offices were indicated :-

MONS in connection With AVESNES 
' 

l-'.AUBEUGE 
GHIMAY do .AVESNES ' T3ELON 
VEURJ'JE do '-" DUNKER QUE 
KDRTRIJK do LIILE ' ROUBAIX '.COUBCOING 
GENT do LILLE 

' 
ROUBAIX , I'OURGDIKG 

TOURNAY do LILLE 
' 

ROUBAIX ' I'OURGOING 
AP.LON do LO~GWY , TEIOHVILLE 
VIRTON do MOI'JTYEDY 
DINI>.."IT do GIVET 
GOUVIN do ROGRGY 
30UILLON do SED!k'! 
TRAIN OST OJi'FI CE SOUTH do PARIS VALENCIENNES 
TRAIN POST· OFFICE WEST do PARIS ' Lil.LE , :t<OUBAIX 

' TOURCOING. 
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I+. 
}'r=oe var Mous'cren 
c:f 5.12:1844 . 
with the postmark 

of :Jent 

Cr:3..!lge ~yo~ maxk 
3 1 B !:r-o~ Kortr;ijh . 

{Coti.rtrai) on letter fr.om 
Ypres to Z-file 18 Dec 18ti.4 

6. (left) Ma-."luserl"Ot "feo · · 
St J"® de Luz'' ·~:n letter 
2 Jan 1822 1rom Brus~eis ' 

to Spain 

w 111 t 

7, M:muscript 'F'ranco Quie>vrain on revex·se. letter 23 Jan 1842,Taurnai to 
Livor::io with the Saroni:m.'entcy mo;rk 'Via di Pt Beauvoisin 1 on the face. 
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Brussels is no lor..ger a frontier office anci Iv1ons !las no further conr..ection 

with Valenciennes and Paris. Through this the interest as frontier office is 
much less. As for Brussels the last Rayon w.ark known dates from July 1847 and 
we can take it that with the new Convention an end was made to it's activities 
as a fron'tier officeo 

Due to the additior.lll Convention of 27 April ~849 which came into 
operation on 1 October 1849,it was possible to '1Se stamps on letters to France 
and North A~rican territories. \.Ji 'th this Conver .. tion more char.gas were due., 

We take the date of 30 .September 1849 as a!l end date for this study. 
So we can assume the tirr.o of the Belgian frontier offices as follows : -

Mons , Dinilllt , cfournay , Veurne> , Bouillon : from ~ October 1818. 
Luxembourg : from 'I October 18~8 to a date betwee!l 15.10.1830 and 19.5. 31 
when it was followed up by 
Arlon : for the rest of the studied period 
Menin : from 1 October ~818 until end 1841/ beginning '1842, as 'general' 

frontier office and later than 1 Augwcst 1843 as 'local' 
frontier officeo 

Ghent : at least from 4 October 1842 for the rest of the period 
Courtray : possibly in 1843 but only with certainty from 18 December ~844 

until the end of the st"'.ldied periorl. 
Brussels : from 1 October 1836 until July 1847 S!la possibly U!ltil 

3' December 1847. 
Chimay : possibly from 1 February 1842 first as 'local' frontier office 

and from 1 January 1848 as 'general' frontier office. 
Train post office Ghent-~ouscron : at least from 27 ¥:arch 1842. 
Train post office Brussels-Quievrain : at least from 21 August 1842. 
Virton and Couvin : from 1 January 1848 

II.. IBE POSTAL CH.-\B.GES .. 

Eere We give the basic Conventions of 1818, 1836 a.~d 1847 (the general rules) 
but in particul= after 1836 there were frectuent changes. We shall try to 
explain t':ie situation of each com: try. T'nese :'.).Otes apply or.ly for orainary 
letters. For registered letters,small packets,printed matter,etc.there may be 
other instructions. The given facts are only valid for correspondence going 
to or through France. 

FRANCE. 

1 October 1818 
I October 1836 

1 January 1848 
1 October 1849 

to choice, unpaid or post paid to desti!lation 
as before but with the option to pay postage to the 
Belgian frontier 
to choice, unpaid or post paid to destination. 
stamps are allowed for paying postage to France. 

.SPAIN 
' 

POR'I'UGAL & their COLONIES : GIBRALTAR, 

1 October 1818 

1 October 1836 
15 January 1844 : 

1 October 1849 : 

&II TZERLAND 

compulsory payment of postage to the furthest French 
frontier (StJear, de Luz or Perpignan for Catalonia) 
urichengedo Frontier mey also be OleroLo 

a change for Spain only ; choice unpaid or post paid 
to destination 
For Spain, always send unpaid (Cor.vention of 17 July 1849) 

(see illustration 6 on page 59 (6) ) 

1 October 1818 compulsory post paid to Belgian or furthest t'rench 
frontier (Huningue, St Louis or Farney for the 
free town Genevao 

1 October '.836 : the sa~e but also the possibility of payir.g postage to 
des"tinationc 

1 January ~846 to choice, l.J.Ilpaid or post paid to destiLation& 
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EA DEN 

1 .May 1846 to choice, unpaid or post paid to destir.ation • Circular 
letter No 445 of 22 April 1846. 

SARDIN I:,_ 

> October 1818 compulsory post paid to Belgian or the furthest French 
frontier (Pont de Be2uvoisin) 

1 October 1836 as before,but also possible to pay postage to destination, 
Circular letter 23 Hay 1839 : at least post paid to Pent do 

(Beauvoisin) 
Circular letter 10 July ~839 : c=celled previcus point,so again 

possible tc pay postage to tho Belgie.n frontier. 
1 Jar,uary 1848 : to choice,unpaid or post paid to destination. 

(sec illustration 7 on page 59 (6) ) 
SOcI'H ITALY (below the Po) 

1 October 1818 : 

1 October ~836 

1 May 1839 : 

< Jam;.ary 1848 

co~pulsory post pc.id to Belgian frontier or furthest 
French frontier (Pont de Beauvoisin for Sardinia,or 
Huningue for Switzerland or Austria ) 
as before but also the possible exte01.sion to paying postage 
to the furthest Sardiniar- frontier,SarzanneQ 
for the Italian ports,possibly paying postage to 
Marseille (letters go with packet beat) 
to choice, unpaid or post paid to San Benedetto or 
Casal-Pusterlango,furthest frontier of Lombardo-
\'enetia when sendir .. g via Austria or post paid to 
Sarzaru::.e or Eroni when sendi!J.g .,tia Sardinia, or 
postage paid to Italian ports when sending with the 
French packet boats .. 

AUSTRIA, :::,O!{BARIJO- VENETIA 

1 October 1818 compulsory post pa1c to Belgian or to furthest French 
frontier (Runi~gue) 

1 October "'.836 as before .. ~Jote tl"i..at for the Austrian Pro-vinces, 
Bohcmia,l-'!oravia,Silesia,Galicia and alsc ~·lold.avia in 

T'Urkey the furthest French frontier (Forbach) 
1 January 1848 : to choice,unpaid or post paid to desti~ation 

LEV1\NT , AEGEAN ISLES , TU:''ili:EY, GP.EECE, EGYPT. 

1 October 18~8 : compulsory post paid to Belgian or furthest French frontier 
(3 uning.le) 

1 October 1836 : as before, for correspondence across land and Forbach 
counts as frontier office for the Turkish Province 
of ?1olda.via,, 
-other possibilities via packetboats (French) with 

compulsory postage paid to destir.ation. 
1 May 1839 compulsory post paid to destination for correspondence 

with packet boats via ?1arseille, 
1 November 1840 For the towns Alexandria, SOJyrna and Constantinople 

·...rhere there are French post offices ·~.,,,.e can c!loose, 
unpaid or post paid to Belgian frontier or desti~ation 

Circular letter 13 January 1846 : for correspondence to the 
English and Datch Possessions in Eas~ Indies there iE 
compulsory payment of postage to Alexandria. 

1 January 1848 For the French post offices o~ the Mediterranean uoa 
(Alexandria, Smyrna, Constantinople,Beyrouth etc,) Greece 
Halta,via packet boat, and Turkey : unpaid or postage 
paid to destinatio~ 
-for Greece and the Aegean Isles : via the Austrian 
Provinces, to choice,unpaid or post paid to Triesteo 
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FRENCH OO:LONIES 

1 October 1818 co~pulsory post paid to Bordeaux. Other ports of 
embarkation may be c~osen,but the ~mount of postage is 
always that from Bordeaux. 

Circular letter 21 October 1835 : The French possessions. in North 
A~rica are placed o~ the same basis as Francetaccordingly 
postage pnid or unpaid,or to Toulon plus ; decime 

~ October 1836 
1 J 8.'luary 1848 

tVaie de Mer' 
as before 
North Africa (Algiers) unpaid or pasta paid to destination, 

(see illustration 8 on page 64 (1~) ) 

OT.dER OVSRSEAS TERRITORIES 

1 October 1818 : co~pulsory post paid to Bordeaux 
Circular letter 2 February 1826 : for the United States,regular 
conL.ection from Le 3avre,but postage always in accordance with the 
tariff from Bordeaux~ From Bordeaux there is a regular connection 
witt-'" \.Tera 

1 October 1836 
Cruz. 
as before 

' January 1848 : to ~ost cotmtries it is possible to have unpaid or pos~ 
paid to port of Destination (i.e. with the exception of 
local internal postage for delivery at destination) 

ENGLAND 

1 October 1818 compulsory paynent of postage to Belgian or furthest 
French frontier, · 

1 October 1836 as before - rule is official with frontier post office 
Calais, but 'until further notice' not in practice. 

Circular letter 1 August 18u3 ; confirmation that for some time 
paying postage is possible to Calais. Postage is now the 
a~ount from an internal office to Ostend,although letters 
go via Veurne,DtL'lkirk and Calais. 

1 Janus.ry 1848 : to choice, unpaid or past paid to destination. 

The Norrr.al way in 1818 for correspo:ide::.ce to Switzerland,Italy,Austria, 
Turkey,Levant etc, was for it to go across Prussia. 

A special meLtion 'via France ' was needed if the sender chope the FreLch 
way. These letters, special in the beginning , are therefore rather rare. The 
wa7 across France is gradually used more , at least for Switzerland,Italy and 
Levant and even became the 'normal' way (i.e. without mention on the letter) 
from 1840 for Levant, 1842 for Italy and 1 January 1846 for Switzerland. 

III. THE POS'.!MARKS 

a= Unpaid Oorrespondence 

We have seen that letters with France as the destination could be sent 
unpaid .. 1:ransit letters through Frar..ce on the contrary were mostly post paid., 

On the unpaid letters we find the so called 'rayon marks'. They give tt.e 
indication of what postage the sender shall have to pay for the Belgian/Dutch 
part of the journey. 

We distinguish tl-xee periods : -

1. From 'i October 1818. Tb.e "1etherlands was divided into five areas,1st, 
2nd, 3rd, 4th, ar.d 5th Rayons. (See Map 1 on page 66 (13) ). 
The Offices cancel the letters on departure with the respective marks 
L P B 'i R , L P B 2 R , etc. J'his means : 'Lettre Pays Bas 1er Rayon' 
(Letters from the Low Countries ~st Rayon, etc ) Each receiving office 
had one rayon stamp for the Rayon in which it was sit~ated. "'he 
Frontier offices had the complete set i~ case of mis-stamping or 
mis15ing starr.p .. (There was a disagreement about t}-.:.e situation of the 
Grammont (Garaardsbergen) office ). 
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After thehdependence of Belgium the letters LoPo were gradually taken out 
of the ha..'ldstamps so now we find the mai:-!<s as E 1 R,B 2 R , etc which 
represents 'Belgique 1st Rayon, 2nd Rayon,etco We r.ote that only a very small 
part of the present Belgium was situated in the 3rd Rayon so marks LP B 3 R 
on letters from Belgiar: towns nre ali.1a:rs rare; 

(see ilustration 9 on page 64 (11) ' '° 
2o From 1 October 1836 : Only the frontier offices still use the rayon 

stamps B 1 R , B 2 R , indicating the distance in a straight line be~ween the 
starting point of the letter and the entry point into Franceo So letters coming 
from the same town in Belgium might bear different rayon marks according to 
which frontier office they went through. (at least some of those offices which 
had another route ir.to Franceo) This was r"ot the case for Mons,Brussels and 
the train post office Brussels-Quievraino These all took their correspondence 
to France via Quievrain. 

':!:he mark B 1 R was struck for a distunce of between 0 and 30 km., 
B 2 R between 30 and 60 km. 1 B 3 R between 60 and 100 km., B 4 R between 100 
and 150 km., B 5 R between ~50 and 200 km., and B 6 R between 200 and 250 km. 

'.cheoretically for Belgiu~ there could also exist a B 7 R for a distance 
between 250 and 300 km., but this mark is unkr.own to the present. 

On Map 2 (page 67 (14) ) we give an example of the Rayon zones for 
letters which le&ve the country via Q~ievraiGo 

3, From 1 January 1848 to 30 September 1849 Tho Convention of 5 November 
1847 forsaw a uniform postage for the whole country with the exception of the 
frontier zone of 30 lrn;. on the BGlgiz.r. side ( 40 krc. on the French side.) where 
a reduced postage was applied. (See Map 3 (page 68 (15) ) 

The frontier office nark on these letters was R.FRONT meaning 'Rayon 
Frontiere '.. There exists ter1 exce:ptior~al cases \'/here correspondence between 
frontier offices and no combined postage had to be paid and where this r:'E.rking 
was not to be used. 

(sec illustration 10 on page 64 (11) 

b. Post Paid Correspondence 

We consider here chroLologica:ly the marking regulations .. 

From 1 October 1818 : Correspondence to Fr9.Iioe and transit correspondence 
post paid to the furthest French frontier must bear 
the mark PP (Port Paye ) 
Transit letters post paid to the Dutch (Belgian) 
frontier must not have the ?P marking but the 
handwritten 'Franco frontiere' (according to the 
regulations to be written in Red ) 
Tra.~sit letters to Switzerland,Austria1Italy,Levant 
:nust also have the mark 1par la France' .. 

From 1 October 1836 Correspondence to Frar.ce, Switzerland or Sardinia 
post paid to destination. The mark PD was to be aaplied 
(Paye Destination) 
Letters post paid to the Belgian frontier,the furthest 
French frontiGr or to Sarza!llle,the mark PF was to be 
applied (Paye Frontiere). For Sarzanne there must 
also be the handwritten 1 franco Sarzanne 1 applied. 
':'he foregoing handwritten mentions of 1818 stay valid 
for the other desti~ations. 

A Circular dated 12 April 1837 cha..'lges the last as follows 

-correspondence post paid to the Belgian frontier must 
bear the mark PP. 
-transit letters post paid to the furthest French 
frontiers,the mark PF is applied. 
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8. 

l'.a.lllllscrip·t 'per Alexam:lr.ia' "?: letter Anl:werp tll> Pc;:-t L6lll.lis CMau;.·itius) 
dated 23 D~c '856 whe:o t.h., 18~·6 reguJ.a ti ens were still. va.J,;;Ld. 

"'''· 
Ttle rare ra.y,m mnrk LPB;>R on a letter frem l'"""1Seych te Amien.s ;;o.7.1832 
me ray"n mark WBS by the !r~ntier <>f:fi"e Mecin as p<>stage was prepaid;, 

10. 

Red orange fra.~ed 'R.FRONT' mark !ipplied by frentier office Ghent on 
1 .August 1849.According to the oouventfon letters from Rcmse had to 

· oe B!>lct to Ghent for the :' .? 0 or t!ie Gent frontier of:fice to handle 
de~nding on the ·Cims the le;tter arz-iited. 
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-letters to So~th Italy post paid to Sarzanne are 
marked by the frontier offices of Mons and Brussels 
with the ir.ark ?FS (Paye Frontiere Sarzar.ne) and also 
1.Vith the handwritten 'Franco Sarzanne' 

(see illustration 11 on page 69 (16) ) 

From 1 ~ay 1839: compulsory handwritten '?ar Marseille' or'Par les 
Paquebots• for correspondence which is to be sent by 
the regular packet boats via }'larseilles .. 

T:~e Circular letter of 13 Januar;y 1846 foresees the compulsory 
~entio~ of tFranco Alexandria' for correspondence to 
the English and Dutch possessions in East Indies. 

From 1 January 1848:Letters post paid to destinations and letters for 
Overseas Gour.tries which a.re subject to be partly 
post paid to the furthest places wnere the Frer.ch Post 

is active,a 'P' mark is applied (i.e" in the case of mail 
to the Mediterranean packet boats) 

-letters ta A!Olerica through Le Havre must bear the 
compulsory marking 'Paquebots francais du Havre' 

-letters to the Overseas Territories wl:ich must be sent 
with the Er.glich merchant navy must bear the marking 
1Batiments de Commerce' or 'Private Ships' 

Out of these rather monotonous regulations we must not conclude that the 
amount of rrBrkings is limited. A better exa"1ination shows there is a large 
diversity,of whicl: the handwritten are very hard to find. This ma.1tes the search 
for them more fascinating" 

Vie ca_-, summarize as follows :-

TEE 'PP ' MARK:::NGS 

Following the convention which came into use on 1 October 1818 the trubcated 
•pp• mark with the name of the place of the French period where the 
Dopart~ent numbers were removed was used by the rec~iving officese Also used 
was the large ·Jnframed 'PP' mark - the so called 'Dutch model' which was 
applied above the town mark" 

After the Independence of Belgium the so called Belgian types(framed 'P?') 
mark were gradually usedt 

Of these there are a large diversity. Some towns also used the full written 
'PORT PAYE' marks. 

(see ill"1stratioIB 12 and 13 on pc,go 69 (16) ) 

THE :nlAM:ED I PD I ' f PF' ' f PFS f MA::<KINUS 

Although I did not find any instructions about these it is possible that 
only the frontier offices and possibly also some important offices were in 
possession of these ~~rkings. All the markings are of tl:e same type and 
any difference between them is so s"1all that confusion about origin of 
the office of use is common. 
With the exception of tl:e frequently appearing bl~e marks of Brussels, 
other PD markir.gs do r.ot appear very often, Tne PF mark from Antwerp for 
correspondence to England is found very frequently. All the other PF marks 
are rarer,, I'he PFS stamping is a very rare one, of whic:'l I kno'i/ of only one 
copy,notably a green mark on a letter from Brussels to Rome on 22.10.1847 
in the possession of Col.Herlant. 

(see illustrations 14 and 15 on page 70 (17) ) 
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Trru:ica"ted PP Gand - French. type Oil letter ta B~11gwssa (Spa.in) 
21 July 1820. 

'· 

D1;otch t:-Pe ?F 3end in Black used 15 October 1828. 
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Letter frcm the Btlb lllffice 0f Brussols"" •ooau tl' whose framed i?P rnark 
'""13 overprintei with the ?D ix.=k frorr: the fr<n~tier cd'fice (possibly 
Ghent) 3 .~~pt_eUJbisr ~847c. · 

. .,, . 
..~ / 

( .. 4.,.-t....- .· 
;f ..,-""";' ·• _,;_:,..It 

16. 

Letter to Mal t!ll 24 ~.pril 1846 with ? froc Brussels. 
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THE TI<AMEII P MAR'\INGS 

Three marks of this type in blue from Brussels are known to us. Two letters 
to Malta (Collection De Clercq) with tr.e handw:ritten mention 'Par les 
Paquebots'. M Van de Panhuizen is in possession of a letter to South Italy 
with post paid to Sarzanne. A red n:ark from Ghent is known in the 
collection of M.Allard. 

(see illustration 16 on page 70 (17) ) 

THE FHA'i:CO FRONTIER M:Jl.RKINGS 

In this .sc ct ion \-le find r8th:;:r easily the handwritten 'franc a frontiere 1 and 
oven the 1franco Arlon 1 mentioned by the despatching office. Rare are the 
handwritten t franco St Jean de Luz t ~franco Perpignan 1 ,1franco Ft de Boauvoisqn' 
•franco St Louis', 'frnnco Marseille', 1 franco Alexandrie' of which the 
existence is sure. 
Other possibilities are 1 franco Bordeaux 1 , 1 franco !;e Havre' 1 'franco Calais' 
'franco Ferney 1 ,'franco Huninguet,•franco Sarzar..ne•,'franco Forbach', 
t fra::ico ·:rrieste f, 'franco Broni 1 , etc,, 

T\vo frontier offices have also used marks which 1,.;ere ir: fact reserved for 
correspondence with Germany. Arlan used between 1 9.5.1831 end 11.12.1835 
in red a framed 'Franco Frontieres' mark~ Of this it is known that 15 
letters exist. Agair. there is only one letter known with the red oval 
'Franco Frontiere' rr.ark from Brussels N 1 , on a letter dated 3.10.1834 
fro:n Brussels to Whalen 

(see illustration 17 on page 72 (19) ) 

THE FHENC"rl .SELECTED RO:J'!'E - NOTA'.:'IOXS 

We know different handwritten models to mark the French selected route 
'Voie francais','franco fro~tiere Suisse','Italy par la F:-ance',etcG 

One stamping is also known nl. the P B T F (Pays-Bas Transit Francais) 
A profound investigation of different auction catalogues of the last 10 
years pointed out tho existence of 15 specimen letters between 1823 & 1844. 
Although 12 of t!lese letters came from Brussels with destination 
Switzerland, the colour of this sta'!lping (black until 1832,red from 1834) 
sl-.owed that this stamping was mostly not used in Brussels. Exception to 
this We find on the illustrated letter of 1834 where the colour is the same 
as the date car.eel of Brussels. ~p to this date I could not determine 
which offices used the PBI'F stamping • I have an idea it is also because 
of the convention of 1818. A certain fact is that the intention of this 
stamping was to indicate the Frencr. selected rou±e and that they are found 
on letters to Switzerland,Levant,(alraedy seen) and eventually Italy, 
Austria nnd Turkey. 
According to the colour of this rrark this could be a French cancellation 
but then pot usedwhen entering France (because of the colour difference 
with the rench T F ) b-u.t when leaving France. 

(see illustration 18 on page ?2 (19) ) 

IV. TAXATION AND POSTAGE 

To make the matters clear we seo how the values stood against each other: 

In the Netherlands : 1 stuyver = 1 sol = 5 cents. 

In Frence 

and 

' cent or centime = 5 ~/100 gulden 
1 decime = ~O centimes ~ :/10 francg 

1 stuyver = 1 sol = 1 dccime. 

Ao Correspondence to Francea 

Wo note first that :!.n 1818 a lette:r- may weigh a m'1Ximum 6 grams and 
that heavier letters were taxed according to the French progression 
of weights. This applied as well as for the Dutch as the French 
part of tho transit. 



17 .. 
M&nusCJ:'ip~t: *fco St Lou:l..s ;y 

and ~ :fran.co f'rcn:t:ters 
Lettex· tc· Switor.\l:cl~d 

8 ~lay 1828. 

lisn1.lECt"i:Pt 'fc0- 'Peipi&J.002. ~ 
O-J1 letter from J.nt>rerp ' 
1 Novembar 183~. 

Postage 25/55 totals 
8o cents marked on 
reve-Tse£<" 
Mote 'Par Eatafette' to 
Portugal, 

Franc(~ Frontiere i.ri oval 
· and selected route notation 
PB~? both froro_Brusaels. 
le·cter of 3 October 1834. 
to Switzerland. 
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This French progression is as follows 

less thar. 6 grams 
6 to 8 grams 
8 to 11 grams 

single postage 
extra charge 1sol or 5 cents 
1i postages 
2 postages, etc. 11 to 15 grams 

For the overweight letters 
ccrner of the front of the 

t:te weight is w:ci tten in the left top 
letter. 

The post paid letters to destination pay the amount of the Dutch 
internal postage to the frontier Which goes to the i)utch post 1 and the 
French postage from the French frontier office to the destination 
goes to the French postal administrirtiong 'This is marked in cents on 
theback of the letter. In case the destination is one of six French 
frontier offices,then the Dutch ~ostage is raised with 10cents or 
2 sols which goos to the French. 
If on the contrary the place of departure of the letter is a Belgian/ 
(Dutch) frontier office and the place of destination is not a frontier 
office, thG French postage is raised ivi th 1 Ocents which comes to our 
country. For correspondence from a Belgian frontier office to a 
French frontier office the postage is 10 cents which goes to France~ 

The French post buys off the non post paid correspondence at a rate o! 
6 sols per 30 grams correspondence from the 1st Rayon, 14 sols from the 
2nd Rayon, 16 sols from the 3rd Rayon, 20 sols fro:!l the 4th Rayon and 
24 sols froCT the 5th Rayon. 

The Dutch and French postages were distributed in largo tables to 
each office, T'nese tableswere changed on 1 April 1828, in fact together 
with the French progression 't!!',;,.ich is nov1 as follows : -

less thar: 10 grams sir~gle postage 
10 to 15 graILs 1-f postages 
15 to 20 grams 2 postages 
20 to 30 grams 2~ postages 
thon per 10 era ma add ~ postage 

The Convention of 1836 confirms this adjusted r::ea.sure" Rer.:et'!ber again 
that the frontier offices of Brussels and M:ons reckon the internal 
postage to Quicvrain, 'I'he same counts later for the train post office 
Brussels-~Qievraina Similar rules count for the frontier office 
Ghent and the Train post office Gent-Mouscron,who first charged the 
internal postage to ~lonin and fro:!l 1.8.181+3 to Mouscron. 

For corresDondence to Corsica and the French Possessions in North 
.;.'\.frica, tB.~e are equalised wi t!-J. tl:e :b'ronch correspondence and the 
French post calculated to Toulon is increased with l decir.:e'voie de 
mer' in case of being post paid to destination. 

Following the new definition of the rayons the buying up of the closed 
packets per rayon, unpaid correspondence, ia !!'lade up a.s follows 

per 30 grams from the ~st Rayon 80 centimes 
per 30 grams from the 2r.d Rayon 1.20 franc, 
and then an additional uo centimes per Rayon. 

Although the difference of tariff in Belgium and France is a tarifo 
reduction of 1~ applied by Belgiu::i to France (art 16 of the co~vention) 
by settlement of the unpaid letters. 

!'late that in 1836 the Belgian internal postage was as follows : 

the same village 
villages on one route 
0 to 30 k::i. 
30 to 60 km 
60 to 100 km 

1 decirr.e or 10 centimes 
2 decimes 
2 deciir.es 
3 decimes 
LL decimes 
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Tl:e Conventioro. of 3 November 1847 in operation from 1 Janu2ry 1848, 
generalises the principle of t~e exchar-ge of the correspondence,post .paid 
as 111ell as unpnid, in closed, packets calculated at a rate of ta:'iff ~.er 
3C gram correspondcncea 

Out of this follows a regulation so the tota: postage per lett2r may be 
different according to whether the sender or the receiver pnys the postage, 

.f\r:. unpe.id letter from Belgium sl:e.12.. o:-i arrival be taxed with t!-i.e Belgian 
t external t postage increased \'li th the French internal postage,.. 'lhe sum of 
these tv10 amour.:.ts is expressed by one number in decimes on the front cf 
the letter. 
i; post paid letter from O'-lr cou!ltry is on departure truced with the Belgia.'l 
internal pcstage and the French 'exterr.al' postage and is noted on the back 
of t:ie letter. 

The Belgia.~ internal tariff is practically the same as the one applied in 
1836 with a weight progr0ssion per 10 grams. 

The tex~ernal' postage is t~c po tage reckoneQ in one cotL~try for the way 
into another cour.try and is equal tG ~ of the tariff based fer 30 grcrns 
correspondence that is being refunded by the first country to the other. 
The weight progressior. of the externa:!. postage raised here per 7.5 grarn.s. 

Eelgiu..~ is divided into tv.ro zones, a frontier zone of 30 km .. , the so called 
Rayon Fror:tiere and a second. zone w:t.ich coru=iists of the rest of tt.e countryc 

Fra!lce is divided into three zones : a frontier zone of 40 km., the rest 
of the country wi tt ·North Africa aro.d the sc called 1Parages de la Me:li terrar.ee' 
or towns sucl: as Alexandria. ,SIT.yrna1 Constantinople, 3eyrcuth e"tc, where 
F'rench post offices are situated., 

France buys the unpaid correspondence from the Belgian rayon zone for 40 
centimes per 3C grams, arcd for 1 franc per 30 grams for the rest of the 
country. 

Belgium pays to France for the French way to Belgium firstly for posta paia 
correspondence 4o centi:nes per 30 gro.ms =or the French rayon zone of 40 k.'1lo 

1.20 Fr for the rest of the country ani 3.20 Fr for the 'Parages'. 
The French 'external' postage is then respectively 10 cent., 30 cent., and 
Bo cents oalso per 7o5ogra41Sc 
The total postage of which a letter is finally taxed nrus'!: always be rour,ded 
off to the higbest decime. 

B. Transit Correspondence. 

We have seer. that the Convention of 1818 foresees a compulsory post paying 
either to the Dutch (Belgian) frontier or to the furthest French frontier. 

In the first csse only the ir.ternal :Selgisn postage is cou..".lted at departure 
but according to the French weight progression. 

In the secoLd c~se the suffi of the De:gian postage is calcu:.ated to the 
frontier and the French internal postage between her two frontier offices., 

In the first case there is no settlement with the French Post ,11nd :.r" the 
seound case the settlement is ~ade per piece for sendings to Switzerland, 
Austria, Sardinia, South Italy, Turkey, Leva.~t, Aegeia.'1 :sles, For other 
countries where the scndings take place in closed packets Belgium pays to 
France an amount per 30 grar.£ of correspondence for the transit way. 

T'nis is : -

Spain, Portugal and Colonies, Gibraltar 39 decimes 
France and Foreign Colonies,Overseas Territoriesc 36 decimes 
England 15 decimes 

The changes of 1828 and 1835 of which there w2~ talk for letters to Frar-ce 
counts also for transit let~ers~ 
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The Cor.vodion of 1836 in principle does not cJ:-~-mge this situation, We give 
here as inforr:iation the interr..al French transit postage,expressed in decimes, 

see illustration 19 on page 72 (19) ) 
-·-··~----~···-··~ 

i 
1- ~, 
l 

Dunkerque Lille· Valenciennes; Givet! Sedanf Thionville 
- _,, --~--- -·---·-·~.,---;-·-----·---· --~-1---- ----· ·-·M-~--~--- ---· --- __ J, •• ,, ! . 

Bordeaux 1C 10 10 10 10 10 
Calais 2 4 4 6 6 7 
Freney 9 9 8 8 7 7 
H:ming.:te or 9 8 8 7 7 6 

St Louis 
Forbach 7 7 6 5 5 3 
Marseille 11 11 1~ 11 10 10 
Perpignan 12 11 11. 11 11 11 
Pt de Beauvoisir~ 10 9 ' 9 8 8 
St Zean de Luz 1! 11 ~1 11 11 11 
Toulon 12 11 11 11 10 10 

--------- --~-~-- ~-

The letters post paid to destinations in Sardinia follow the same rules as 
those to destinations in France. 

T'ne transit postage to Sarzanne is 16 decimes per letter. The transit letters 
of 1818 for closed packets of correspondence given above are unchanged. 

As added possibilities we have : 

Turkey, Aegean Isles, Smyrna, Greece, Italian ports via French Packet boats 
- 9 Fr or 90 decimes par ;tJ grams. 

Each letter to one of these destinations is truced iD Belgium by departure 
with the Belgian internal postage raised with 23 decimes for the transit 
inclusive of the sea passage (TI~ of the tariff per ;tJ grams rounded off). 

We can also reach those coantries across land according to the model of 
1818 which comes out cheaper. From 1 November 1840 the tariff to these 
destinations per il:acket boat was lowered to 15 decimes par single letter 
(6 Fr per 30 grams correspondence.) 

The unpaid Belgian letters with destination Levant, via packet boat are 
bought by France at a rate of 2 Fr per 30 grams. Following on the 
circular letter of 9 January 1844 is the transit tariff to Spain lowered 
from 39 to 23 decimes per 30 grams from 15 January 1844. A unifoI'!ll 
postage came into use for paid and unpaid letters from Belgium to Spain 
across France - 2.5 Fr per letter with a weight progression of per 10 grams. 

From 1 January 1846 the postage for letters to Switzerland becomes the sum 
of the internal Belgian postage according to the Belgian progression and a 
foreign postage of 6 decimes per 7.5 grams (tariff for closed packets is 
2.4 Fr per 30 grams for the foreign way) 

From 1 May 1846 a similar rule came into use for correspondence to Baden. 
The foreign postage here is 4 decimes. 

(see illustration 20 on page 72 (19) ) 

The new Convention with France which came into force on 1 Je.nuary 1848 
fores8es two possibilities (see also the explanatior, above for letters to 
France). 

1. Unpaid Lelgian letters : exterr_al postage increased with foreign postage 

2. Post paid Belgian letters : internal Belgian postage increased with 
foreign postage. 

With due regard to the following : -
the foreign postage can count to destination or to an agreed place. 

- in this last case the receiver shall pay the above described pestage 
and also pay the postage to that place. 
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the Belgia.~ external postage is uniform for the whole country, nl 1/4 
for the tnriff in closed packets of 25 centimes per 7.5 grruns. So 
hero there is no talk about a reduction of the tariff for the 
Rayon Ft-ontiere. 

The foreign tariff per 30 grams closed packets is as follows : -

Destination of Letter 'Limit of paid post tariff , 
!'-·-cri::e·a:t--:1iri tain ~"fre"Ianir------:-ctestiiiation---~----~----:r;;-o Fr --------i 
I Colonies,Engli.sh Possessiorm ; ' -, 

(via Gr. Britain) disembarkation port 4.4 Fr 
Canada, Jamaica, New Scotlru:d 

etc (via Gt.Britain) 
Austria,Belgrade,Cracow 
Moldavia, Valachie 
Turkey(European & Scute_ri) 
Bavaria 
Baden 
Switzerland 
Malta (via packet boe.t) 
Greece(via packet boat) 
Saronia 
South Italy (via Austria 

Greece,Aegean Isles 
(via Austria) 

South Italy(via Sardinia) 
South Italy(via packet boat) 

dise~barkation port 
destine.tion 

1 destination 
destination 
destination 
destination 
destination 
destination 
destination 
destinRtion 
San Benedetto or 

Casal-Pusterlengo 

Trieste 
Broni or Sarzarme 
disembarkation port 

Overseas Territories (via , 
French ports with official 
packet boats) 

Various via French ports with 
com:!lercial ships 

Peru,Bolivia,Chile,Equador 
East Indies,Ceylon,China 

disembarkation port 

disembarkation port 
disembarkation port 
JU.exand!'ia 

5.2 Fr 
3.6 Fr 
5.2 Fr 
6 Fr 
1.6 Fr 
1.2 Fr 
1.6 Fr 
2.2 Fr 
3.8 Fr 
2.45 Fr 

3.2 Fr 

3,2 Fr 
3.5 Fr 
2.2 3"r 

3.6 Fr 

2 Fr 
7.2 Fr 
3.6 Fr 

The foreign postage per single letter of 7.5 gr2lll8 amounts to ~ of the 
tariff per 30 grams in closed packets. 

The transit amount on French soil for letters to or from Spain, 
Portugal and Gibraltar is again reduced to 1.2 F per 30 grams. 

We rel!iember again that the total postage per letter is always rounded 
off to the highest decime. 

T"nese rules and regulations apply until the end of September 1849, 
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