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EDITORIAL

A new year has started and thar signifies the start of Volume 7. Included is an article on

"Forwarding Agents" - these marks are often overlooked, which this study should help to
correct.

1994 also denotqs that it is 80 vyears since the outbreak of World War 1 - hence the cover
design of a wartime postman. [t is intended, therefore, to include a number of articles this
year on the 1914-1918 war starting with the Dutch Internment Camps.

This period of Military Postal History is gaining in popularity as time erases personal

memories. [ predict that material which is currently plentiful and relatively cheap will

become scarce as more collectors appreciate the interest and merit of this facet of Belgian
Postal History.

S. J. ANDREWS

SECRETARY'S NOTES

In letting members of the Circle obtain copies of "Benelux Catalogue" 4th edition at a reduced
price, Stanley Gibbons stated that they had an ulterior motive. Namely that they were in the
hope of suggestions to improve and amplify the catalogue. Personally I think this is a good
idea and have several suggestions to make as regards dates of issue and printers' names. I
would be glad to hear of suggestions from members.

Recently I was looking at my Postage Dues and it struck me that the 1916 and 1919 Issues
printed by Waterlow and Sons Ltd. would repay a close study. I have too much on my plate
to undertake anything else but would be happy to discuss this subject with anyone
interested.

I have just heard that the AGM of the Waterlow Study Circle is on Saturday, 4th June, at
1.00 p.m. in the library of the YMCA, 11 Great Russell Street, London WC1B 3LR.
(Tottenham Court Road Station on the Tube.) The WSC will be the guests of the New
Zealand Society. I am a member, as is the Circle, and I intend to be there.

I've heard also that the Belgian Congo Study Circle arranged a meeting in Ostend from
Friday, 16th September to Sunday, 18th September. They, of course, will be celebrating the
Centenary of the Mols Issue. We are welcome to join in their celebrations but also to
arrange meetings to discuss Belgian matters. 1 know that some of our members from the
UK hope to attend as it will give us an opportunity of renewing acquaintances with some of
our Belgian members.

This is a "warning order™ - I wili give further details when known.

GEOFFREY WOOD
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CHAIRMAN'S NOTES

Another issue of Belgapost, thanks to the small team of members, and their helpers, who put
a great deal of effort into providing us with a regular source of news and information.

The recent Belgapost issues illustrate what a wide variety of philatelic study is available from
the stamps and postal history of Belgium. If articles on your particular area of interest have
not appeared for a while, why not let me, or the Editor, know what you would like to see.
Or, better still, put together an article for inclusion in a future issue on something you have
found interesting. It does not have to be original study - re-presentation of existing
information can be very worthwihile and entertaining.

Our two social gatherings of the year - the Circle Lunch and the Weekend Conference -
provide an opportunity for wives/husbands to meet and have been very enjoyable occasions.
Last year a spring holiday kept me away from the lunch, but this year I expect to be back in
good time and I'm looking forward to meeting people then. Our conference is being
organised by Maurice Wilkinson in Peterborough this July and we are hoping that the venue
will be convenient for those living in the Midlands and east of the country. Next year we
plan to return to Weston-super-Mare, which was so successful last year. Anyone who
would like to attend a conference but finds these locations impossible - please let me know
and we will consider it for a future year. If you have not been to a Circle Lunch or
conference before, why not make this year your first visit?

[ have been surprised recently by the huge interest in collecting the little 10 centimes green
of the 1869 issue ("No. 30"), evidenced in particular by very good sales from booklets,
containing nothing but this stamp, in the exchange packet. It has become quite a "cult
stamp”, with plenty of postmark interest, innumerable printing flaws and a wide variety of
shades. And, as there were over half a billion stamps issued, there should be plenty to go
round. [ have been circulating these booklets to members known to be interested - not to
the full packet circulation - but if any other members would like to see them, let me
know.

On a personal note, in a day or two Coral and I are setting off for a holiday in New Zealand
- first time south of the Equator - and our elder son has just become engaged to an
Australian girl - so we shall be going in that direction again later in the year. This is going
to mean not much time (or other necessary resources!) for working on the stamp collection
this year, but you never know - there may be untapped supplies of Belgian material that have
found their way to stamp dealers in the Southern Hemisphere.

TONY GEAKE

TREASURER'S NOTES

By the time you receive this journal, you should also have the list for the auction to be be
held on 23rd April, 1994. This will be held prior to the A.G.M. which, it is hoped, will be
well attended. At that meeting, I will be presenting the Annual Report showing how our
finances are progressing generally. As previously mentioned, the commission from the
auctions contribute considerably to cur budget and I hope, therefore, that members will bid
well, especially as a number of lots are donations for Circle funds.

After the A.G.M. a subscription reminder will be sent to all members and prompt payment
will be appreciated. 1 am grateful for your general co-operation on this matter and only a
relatively few require constant reminders.

Production of Belgapost on a quarterly basis continues to be a challenge but hopefully the end
pyoduct is_ appreciated by members - please let the Editor know if you have any comments or
views on improvements that you would like to see.

R. T. HARRISON
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MEETING 11th DECEMBER, 1993 - REGENT'S COLLEGE

The morning session was devoted to a display on Dutch Internee Camps 1914/1918, led by
lain Stevenson. This aspect of the First World War was last displayed in 1977. It is
somewh_at neglected, partly due to the scarcity of material and the fact that not taking place
on Belgian soil is considered by many not to be part of Belgian Postal History. As it dealt
with the internment of (mainly) Belgian soldiers, it is, however, extremely relevant and
fortunately has an interest amongst our members. It is hoped to include articles on this

topic in due course dealing with it in greater detail than can be achieved in this brief
report.

In the afternoon, a stamp topic - namely, The 1869 10 Cent Green No.30 Roel Illustrated.
This display was given by Peter Russell and showed a range of the varieties established on
this stamp by M. Roel in his publication. It was based on a collection acquired by Peter,
which he afterwards discovered belonged to M. Roel. It showed the wide range, but
excluding the 'white spot’ varieties which are equally spectacular and much sought after in
Belgium but not considered by Roel to be valid although many are constant.

For the first time, part of the display was mounted on our new frames which are being built
by John Connolly. ‘

R. T. HARRISON

MEETING 29th JANUARY, 1994 - REGENT'S COLLEGE

The morning session was devoted to a display on the Postal History of Namur Province. Led
by Reg Harrison, it covered the chequered history of the province which finally took its
present shape in Napoleonic times. A full description of the display is given elsewhere in this
issue but reference was made to the scarcity of material from the Dutch Period (1815-1830).
Several members added to the show, which now forms an annual contribution to our
programme.

After some domestic announcements following the lunch break, we were treated to a fine
display of Epaulettes and Medallions by George Hollings. This display, which had been
deferred from a previous occasion, contained much material not shown before to the Circle.
Starting with the genesis of the designs, we were shown proofs, reprints and essays,
together with details of the issued values. It finished with a display of covers bearing the
40Cent value, including a pair with the date on the corner. Many scarce items were on
display and the Chairman, Tony Geake, thanked both speakers for their shows, especially
George who has not been in the best of health and made a special effort to ensure that we
could see his magnificent collection.

SUMMER MEETING - PETERBOROUGH 1994

This year's Summer Meeting will take place at the Swallow Hotel, Peterborough, between
15th and 17th July. The hotel has its own courtesy bus running to and from the town
centre. A full programme is being arranged. Details can be obtained from Maurice
Wilkinson, 14 Charnwood Close, London Road, Peterborough PE2 9BZ (tel. 0733 68145).
All members are welcome even if only for part of the event and suggestions for topic
sessions should be made to Maurice. Please try to attend this interesting meeting.
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BRUSSELS - AUSTRALIA BY AIR 1940
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Our Australian member, Michael Barden, sends details of several airmail covers in his

collection as follows:

9th JANUARY, 1940

Postage 1 x 10Fr. = 10.00
2 x 2Fr. = 4.00
1 x 75¢ = 75

Rates 2 x 5gr. at 6.50Fr. = 13.00
International up to 20gr 1.75
Total 14.75

PAR AVION
PER VLIEGTUIG

17th JANUARY, 1940

Postage 4 x 10Fr. = 40.00
1 x S5Fr. = 5.00
1 x 2.50 = 2.50
1 x .75¢c = .75

Total 48.25Fr.

Weight of letter up to 35gr.

Rates 7 x Sgr. at 6.50Fr.
International for first 20gr.
" for next 20gr.
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PAR AVION
PER VLIEGTUIG

6th APRIL, 1940

Postage 1 x 20Fr. = 20.00 Rates 4 x S5gr. at 6.50Fr. = 26.00
1 x 2Fr. = 2.00 International up to 20gr. = 1.75
1 x SFr. = 5.00
1 x 75¢c. = . 75 Total 27.75

Total 27.75Fr.

Weight of letter up to 20gr.

PAR AVION
PER VLIEGTUIG
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Les Achemineurs Belges.

C’est avec satisfaction que nous avons regu les contributions suivantes :

M. A.Speeckaert : signale que 'achemineur anversois ‘J.G.Reuter & Co’ de 1825 que nous
avions mentionné s’appelle en fait ‘J.G. Riicker & Co’. Il nous montre, document de 1822 a
l'appui, qu'il s’agit d’'une succursale de A. Riicker de Riga. Dans notre inventaire (p.120) il
faut donc remplacer ‘J.G. Reuter & Co’ par

J.G.Riicker & Co’ man. 1822-25

M. M. Van de Catsyne : a trouvé un troisieme type (chronologiquement le deuxiéme) de
Giese, Grisar et Marsily, qui nous est aussi signalé par M.S.Andrews (voir ci-apres). Donc
ajouter p.120 :

A.Giese. C. Grisar. W.1. Marsily ovale 42 x 27 N 1834-36

,,}*«," To u,ml,u:u

"‘\ fuv
Qe

M. S. Andrews, le rédacteur en chef de 'Belgapost’, la trés intéressante revue trimestrielle du
‘Belgian Study Cercle’ nous demande aimablement de pouvoir reproduire I’étude sur les
acheminées et nous signale (avec photocopies) la méme nouvelle marque signalée par M. M.
Van de Catsyne (voir ci-dessus) ainsi qu'une correction de nom et amélioration de date pour un

&

achemineur anversois (Donnet au lieu de Donnez).

Jean Donnet man 1826-28
A.K.S.P.. M. L. Janssen nous a transmis des photocopies de lettres présentées par ce cercle
lors de I'exposition ‘Antwerpen 93°. Cela nous permet d’ajouter a la liste d’achemineurs

anversois :

G.Agie (2) man. 1835
Michiel Heyns (1) man. 1654
P.J. Vanderschrieck & Co (1) ovale 49 x 17 ? 1834

TRDE! \sc'mu:c;qc_
\“’ K

'.9_/ =3
__ ANVERS. K :
R =Ry ERTTES S

ainsi que les corrections de noms et améliorations de dates suivantes : au lieu de ‘Chr.Layaerts’
et de ‘B.Oldenhove, Baffi & Co™

Chs. Loyaerts (3) man. 1823-30

B. Oldenhove, Buff & Co (1) man. 1830-36
Collections: (1) L. De Clereq (2) A. Luyts  (3) B. Goofers

M. N. Vervaet nous envoie une photocopie d’'un achemineur anversois non répertorié:

J. Claessens man. 1833
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MAPS SHOWING EVOLUTION OF NAMUR PROVINCE
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Fig.[D Belgium in 1815-30
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FIRST WORLD WAR
1914-1918
DUTCH INTERNMENT CAMP MAIL

INTRODUCTION

At a recent meeting of the Belgian Study Circle held in London, a display on this topic was
given by lain Stevenson, supported by other members. It became obvious that although 80-
years have passed since this event occurred, there is only a limited amount of literature on
this subject, especially in the English language. This article is, therefore, an attempt to fill
this gap so that members will at least know what to look for - but don't expect to find large
numbers of covers in this country, especially of the smaller camps and depots. However,
they do exist and may be found with a degree of patience.

PREVIOUS STUDIES

The two main studies that I am familiar with are themselves becoming scarce. The first - in
Dutch by K. E. Konig, was a collection of articles which had appeared in the Nederlandsch
Maandblad Voor Philatelie between 1947 and 1952. Published by the S.P.A. Amsterdam, it
covers in 30+ pages a history and philatelic study of the camps in considerable detail.

This was followed in 1978 by a book by René Silverberg entitled "Le Courrier des Militaires
Belges Internés aux Pays-Bas et en Suisse (1914-1918)". Obviously in French but
concentrated on the Belgian Soldiers, whereas our interests also extend to the other
nationalities who were interned. Silverberg extends the postmark and censor mark
information and his book covers the internees in Switzerland as part of his study.

Within this country, Harry Green was interested in this topic as a "sideline” and he
accumulated a small collection. However, lack of English literature hampered his progress
until, in 1965, he re-established contact with an old friend, Frederick Wren, who was an
antique dealer in Eastbourne. Over the next seven years or so, Mr. Wren, who was
connected with the Netherlands & Colonies Study Circle, was able to provide sufficient
information to write-up the various covers that Harry possessed. Mr. Wren obtained a
Silver Medal for his display at Philympia 1970 and wrote a brief article in 1971 bringing our
present knowledge up-to-date in English on this subject. His article formed the basis of a
previous display given to our Circle on 24th September, 1977.

In compiling this article, therefore, I acknowledge the factual information provided by the
sources referred to above which is used as a foundation. However, 1 intend to provide more
illustrations to explain the type of markings, envelopes, cards, etc. existing and also to
extend some sections e.g. temporary camps, working parties, which have only been lightly
dwelt upon in previous literature. Likewise the non-Belgian internees and refugees who were
present in Holland during the war.

DEFINITION AND STATUS OF INTERNMENT

Before proceeding to the outbreak of war itself, a brief explanation of the legalities involved.
In 1864, the Geneva Convention was signed by the Chief Nations of the World regulating the
treatment of the wounded in war. It was later extended to cover the treatment of the sick,
prisoners and the protection of civilians in wartime and a major revision was agreed in Rome
in 1906. At that convention the position and non-abuse of the Red Cross protection was
also clarified. Additionally, the Hague Convention of 1907 covered the prevention of war
(armaments control) and regulations for exchange of correspondence in the event of war
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occurring. This covered the establishment of agencies in various countries through which
mail could be channelled. Sadly to say, within seven years these provisions became
necessarily operational.

Internment, therefore, within a neutral country was only applicable to military personnel
from the belligerent nations. Hence within Holland there were internees from Germany as
well as Belgium and Great Britain. Under the regulations, military personnel were disarmed
on arrival and were required to be interned for the duration of the war. This requirement

"stretched” the interpretation of the regulations, as will be explained later. I emphasise that
an internee is not a prisoner of war and cannot be if within a neutral country. In the case of
civilians who flee to another country - they receive the status of refugees. Some of the
camps in Holland contained both internees and refugees during the war.
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THE INVASION PERIOD

From the initial invasion of Belgium at Visé on 4th August, 1914, to the fall of Antwerp on
10th October, appears in retrospect to be a long period (although somewhat fast by
contemporary standards). From the German viewpoint, it was frustratingly slow as the long
rehearsed Schlieffen plan, first drawn up in 1905, was intended to speedily storm through a
passive Belgium and encircle Paris. However, the heroic defence by the albeit small Belgian
Army stalled the German progress and was to change the course of events. The defence of
Liege and Antwerp resulted in the German Army pushing on towards the English Channel,
leaving the Belgian Army confined to the strip of the country between Antwerp and
Ostend.

Whilst half of the Army was -defending the coastal section, the remainder was somewhat
detached defending Antwerp. In company with around 2,200 members of the British Naval
Division, sent on the orders of Winston Churchill (who had to be dissuaded by his colleagues
from going himself), they were defending Antwerp with its carefully laid out series of forts
and defenses (see illustration). These defenses were considered to be impregnable but
unfortunately did not allow for the new generation of siege guns available and subsequently
brought up by the German Army. Although Antwerp has direct access via the River Scheldt
to the North Sea, it passes through Dutch territory. Without infringing Dutch neutrality,
the river could not, therefore, be used to ferry supplies and reinforcements to the besieged
city. It soon became obvious that Antwerp would be destroyed by the Germans if it did not
surrender.

The Belgian Government, which had earlier transferred from Brussels to Antwerp because of
its impregnability, had itself on 6th October departed for Le Havre - an understandable move
but hardly likely to instil confidence in the remaining occupants of the city. Amazingly, a
large part of the Belgian Army was able to quietly slip away and rejoin the Field Army
around Ypres, together with King Albert, just before the city capitulated.

To enable this escape, it was necessary to retain defending troops against the German Army
until the last moment. For these defenders there was only one way out - Holland - or be
captured by the Germans. When the time arrived, around 33,000 Belgian Soldiers, 1,500
British and a few French were destined to be interned in Holland. Not all, however, survived
the duration of the war.
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As a result of the Dutch Army being moved up to the frontier, their normal camps were part
empty and therefore provided ample accommodation for the incoming internees. The major
camps were opened from 10th October, 1914, and the estimated number of internees is as
follows:

Amersfoort/Zeist 16,500
Harderwijk 8,000
Assen 2,500
Kampen 1,600
Zwolle 350
Loosduinen 1,450
Leeuwarden 1,550

It is stressed that these were temporary arrangements put into effect whilst more permanent
plans were concluded, although some of these camps became permanent.

In addition, over 800 sick or wounded were placed in hospitals and clinics in the towns of
Breda, Dordrecht, Roosendael, Tilburg and Utrecht prior to their transfer to hospitals
around Rotterdam. After recovery they were transferred back to internee camps. Some
seriously ill were 'exchanged’ to enable them to return to their home country. Included in
this category were Germans as well as Allied personnel. By the end of the war over 450 had
died during internment, 2,800 had escaped so that at the Armistice there were just under
30,000 Belgian soldiers still interned.

Many of the camps listed above were a good distance from the Belgian frontier and,
therefore, transit camps were set up on an emergency basis whilst transfer arrangements
were completed.

o
|
/ > CEBRIMIANY
NIOIIE SBA -
HOLLAND
. . '\.
\%k\g ' Y
- )
N0 T o
_—
o~
%p BERGEN-OP- ZOOM i 3
mmmm
NGEN / r'\ \
"‘ r',
e
/' 3,.03'
Gend

//0.',“ ou.. .

Transit Locations - Autumn 1914

Page 42.
- BELGAPOST VOL.7 No.1







	BELGAPOST Vol 7 No 1 Cover
	Belgapost Vol 7 No 1 March 1994

